* 


2 | p * 1 % b 
- 4. EK " 
* r - po w- > ww . x PE 9 # * 
. | * 
, * * F 4 # N c 
a * = * Py 
4 N y * F i $ * T % 7 H : R 5 
9 o 
- 4 7 9 * — 7 
— 
| 7 - : 
* 


R 
INNOCENCE, 
Sy I N | 2 
' FIVE VOLUMES. 


« For ds“ 1 will not prablife to deceive = 


„ Ves to, avoid deceit, I mean, to. learn.” | 
| Shakepcares 


-S " 
0 * 


LONDON 
Printed for G. G. J. and J. Ronrnzon; Ns. 25 
Pater · Noſter- Row. 178686. 


— 


992 — 


+..aQ't i 


9 


f 
| 
' 
| 
* 
$ 
y 
: 
1 
l 


3 


* 
{ „ bom an 
- * 
. 
07 5 * 
1 * 
* 0 + *- 
LEY * 
0 
* 
0 . 
. 
. 
. 
. 
- 
— 
« 
= 
* 
+ 
= 
1 * 
„ 
523 * 
. 
* 
. 
« 
» -- 
% 


ERRATA to VOLUME 1. 


* 26, 5 14, for ſymetry, read ſymmetry 
. 40, 2 1 or A T T. a 
P. 65, l. 2 for as bad 94... pag bad a grace 
P. 84, I. 19, for mils, r. mille 
P. 97, l. 14, for tempore, r. tempora 
P. 109, I. 8, for dounties, r. i 
P. 1 40, I. 8, for love, r. lover 
P. 159, I. 17, for ſtrong, r. weak 
P. 256, I. 7, omit the period after tears. 
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To the Right Hon. Lord Melroſs, Grofuenor- 
| | Square. ES 


My Lox, \. Bond-Street, Dec. 
"HE ſtyle of your laſt has at length 

_ + {ſufficiently convinced me I have no- 
thing left to hope; but tho” you have thus 
obtained a victory over nature, ſhe is not 
ſo eaſily ſubdued in my boſom. After al- 
ternately appealing to your feelings and in- 
tegrity, I have found myſelf equally re- 
pulſed by both. Long exempted from the 
neceſſuly of exerciſing thoſe qualities, cuſtom 


has degenerated into impulſe; and volunta- 
Vol. I, 1 ril, 


TI J 
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tread thus, thro* her offspring, on the aſhes 


the grave, has been too well tutored by the 
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"nr — . 
moſt pardon you the wiſh of ſhrin king 
from their reproaches. But remember, | 


that eh my hopes you have, expell'd, my 
fears; and receive, 45 Lord; "thoſe 25 


from a ſtranger you. might forever have 
baniſh'd from the lips of a ſon. 
. 

I am not vain enough to ſuppoſe my 
pen has power. to eradicate habitual hard- 
neſs of heart, or views equally nurtured 
by intereſt and pride. The man who can 


of a woman reduced probably by him to 


world to let it fathom bis feelings on the 
occaſion: and 1 conſider myſelf ſimply as 
an inftrument in the hand of a ſuperior 
power to convince you that tho' ſurround- 
ed by affluence and pomp, you have plant- 
ed a'thorn in your own boſom no time can 
pluck away; whoſe little ãnceſſant wound» 
ings will become "= bane of your felicity 
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in chis world, * hazard han etertial on 
— in the next. 


The offers you ſo neh make me, 
1 fejett equally from principle and pride. 
My commiſſion I alſo return. Your whole 
fortune, my Lord, would prove as inade- 
quate towards filencing my reproaches as 
your on; and I muſt enber Log a 2 10 


Chance may, however, at ſome future 


| period of our lives ordain us once more 
{ to meet; how ſhall I then inwardly pity the 


aching heart concealed under glitter, and 


contemplate thoſe wrinkles a harraſſing con- 


ſcience may haſten the hand of time to ſtamp 
on your brow! irkſome both to yourſelf and 
others, every furrow will become the grave 
of a pleaſure. Accumulated wealth, you 


will then only feel accumulated care; of no 


other value but to purchaſe the flattery of 
Sycophants,. and the N of domeſtics. 
| W B 2 Vnallied 
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Vnallied to ſociety, the hour which is to ſe- 
parate you from it forever, will find you a 
ſolitary neglected being. Vou may then 
poſſibly recollett, —vithbitterneſs, my Lord, 


recolleR, that you had a ſon whoſe joy it 


would have been to have afforded you con- 


ſolation at a period when every worldly one 
fails. Whoſe heart warmly ſenſible of eve- 
ry tye, wanted only the encouraging hand 
of a parent to enter with vigor and bene- 
volence into all: and which feels a pang 
beyond the power of expreſſion, on find- 
ing itſelf cut off from ſociety, and rendered 
by early diſappointment as little capable of | 
receiving, as returning its leſings 


4 
a 38:7 , DP 


1 bid you now, my Joo, — — an 
eternal adieu. To that world you have 
early taught me to diſeſteem I commit my 
future fate; and tho' Lo IA its diſtinct- 
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\ ok ee. 6. as ag 
Io Henry Herbert, Eſq. Bond. Street. o Uk 


ORD Melroſs preſents his compli- 
ments to Mr. Herbert, with the en- 
cloſed draft on Meſſrs. Davenport and 
Co. but will enter into no further alter- 
cation with a young man, who (if he has 
not already done it) will now have ſuffi- 
cient leiſure to repent of that ill-judged _ 
pride, which, by rejecting the favours of 
his only friend, has involved him in cer-' 
tain obſcurity and ruin. 


. Grofoenor-Square, 


| #*Returned—the gentleman having quitted his lodgings 
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the „ of Mrs. Dayenport and her 


„ Jt 8, e n 


To the Right Hon. Lady Helen Spenſer, Stan- 
ae Miſs Vernon. 


Pall-Mall, FR 

ow ſhall I ſatisfy my capricious 
friend? Too gay or too grave, too 
kind or too indifferent, you think me capa- 
ble of endeavouring, by the variety of my 
attacks, to extort a confidence you have 


net to beſtow.” Believe me 1 never 


thought you had till this moment: and you 


- muſt pardon me, if your jealouſy of my in- 
tentions, amounts to a proof almoſt as ſoon 
as to a ſuſpicion. For myfelf 1 proteſt 
I have not a ſecret that I ſhould fear to tell 


the whole world ; and if I expreſs'd a wiſh 
that Lady Somerſet had invited me to Stan- 
ton-Audley, it was ſimply for the pleaſure 
of ſeeing you, and of freeing myſelf from 


ſon, 


% 


ns. a. eb. ob am 4. i. 4 . . ³ A . . A ˙ .. 


_  viſely retire from the ſtorm. 


venport is cold, phlegmatie, ungraceful; 
yet poſſeſſed, I believe, of every requiſite 
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"Thee A ſcarce claps'd ſince 
45 death of the ſather, even the reſpect 
due to his memory cannot command their 
diſcontents: that worthy man had, indeed, 
long ſeen them, with an uneaſineſs only 


communicated to his daughter and his 


ward. The former is ever a paſſive ſpec- 
tator ; for myſelf, I conciliate both parties 
when I am able, and when otherwiſe; 
Young Da- 


for the man of buſineſs, His mother live- 
N. genteel, ſtrong i in her prejudices, and 
contemning even the virtues that are not 


accompanied with gallantry and elegance. 


— Mr. Obrien eminently diſtinguiſhed for 
both, ſtands neareſt her heart as her coun- 
tryman and nephew; and has totally taken 
plate of her neareſt ties. Thus ſituated, 

every perſon in the family is, you need 
not doubt, impatient to ſee that chriſtmas 


* 
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over, they will never again behold under 
the- fame. roof. Miſs Davenport antici- 
pates the pleaſures of Dublin, for which 
place ſhe ſets off in leſs than a fortnight; 
and if I did not find ſome amuſement in 

furniſhing my litile manſion that is to be, 
I know not what would become of me. 

Tou would be diverted to ſee Mrs. Da- 
venport and myſelf freeze ĩhro half · fur- 
niſhed rooms, marking out places for gi- 
randoles, ſophas, &c. each as much pleaſ- 
ed with her own whims, and as indifferent 
to thoſe of the other, as ſelf· love can poſ- 
fibly make her; the ſcheme of reſiding toge - 
| ther, however, equally pleaſes both. Mrs. 

. Davenport's jointure is ſuch as raiſes her 
above being reported my dependent, the 
holds a rank in life, and is by no means an 
unpleaſant companion; and on condition 
ſhe does not teaſe me about Mr. Obrien, L 
doubt not but we ſhall agree very well. 
She will have the advantage of my car- 
. Tiage,and ſervants, and I in return, that 


of 
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of her name and protection: for it is ſuf- 

h ficiently obvious I could never have e- 
3, tered” the world without ſuch, unleſs I had 
n choſen to accept thoſe of her nephew: a 

5. ſtep I am not quite madcap enough to 

r reſolve upon. I am diverted, ſometimes 


„ however, when on reading thoſe letters of 
rr yours I have kept, I am led into recol- 
5 |F lefiing'my own; with the various little 
plans laid down for my future life, differ- 
A ing according to my progreſs in it; and 
— remember that in a few years my preſent 
ones will, perhaps, appear equally wild 
„ and romantic: yet I cannot deny myſelf 
* that pleaſure, tho' certain my ſketches will 
ne. be only ſuch, till experience, like a-fine 
boy pointer, ſhall retouch and bring to a per- 
on fect picture, what was before but a faint 
J : outline. Your ſanguine diſpoſition alrea- 


dy anticipates future pleaſure, and diſtinc- 
tion. But how, my dear, are they to be 
attain'd ?' Fortune excepted, I have no ad- 
vantage my mother wanted, and how in- 
| Bg lufficient 
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the daughter of a family ennobled by ti - 
tle as well as anceſtry, thoſe fatal honours. 
ruin d the man whom ſhe. choſe; and bis 
Majeſty loſt an officer of approved judg- 


ment and valour, from the reſentment of: . 


an irritated miniſter, Juſtly incenſed at 


the refuſal to promote him, my father's 
unſucceſsful voyage to India was the com- 
pletion of his misfortunes : and I, perhaps, 
owe it to the late Mr. Davenport and the 
father of Mr. Obrien that he ever ſurvived. 
it. To himſelf, indeed, that obligation was 
| off little value; condemned to ſtruggle 
' with a ſpecious poverty, and ſink at laſt 
under the mortifications attending it. 


Retroſpettions like theſe abate the ardour 


of youth, and teach me rather to dread 
difappointment than to elevate expeQation. 
I am, however, far from indulging them; 
and look upon the gaiety of my diſpoſition, 
but as a ſpecies of gratitude to that ſingu- 


lar providence, which inclined my aunt to 


ſufficient were they all to ber happineſs; 


dAdiſtinguiſh 
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Aitinguiii' me: by an«ffidence which. Liar 
will ever be a crime with my relations. 
Whatever, therefore, is my deſtiny, to be 
unknown is certainly a part of it. With- 
out any one to introduce me into life, ex- 
cluded, I fear, by the injuries of a parent 
at from my family, a happy medioerity is 
's Y both my fate and choice. I would have 

all vho know, eſteem me, but not all who 
ſure of delicate minds to have more friends 
than acquaintance to be beloved by re- 
port to have their names a paſſport to 
the hearts of mankind, and to have their 
influence extended even: where thoſe. : are 


| not known... 
ur ö 
ad My ſpirits are. alive this morning, tho“ 
on. the circumſlance that caus'd them is a lit- 
m tle abſurd. When peculiar ideas of curi- 
on, olity, ſympathy or benevolence are excit- 
gu- ed, the mind receives the impreſſion as 
tO 


water does a pebble, vibrating to its very 
B 6 confines, 
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hape-but yet it is fo childiſh an affair © 


No belle or beau, whoſe highly varnifh- 
ed carriage and new liveries proclaim in- 
tended grandeur, was ever more iinpati- 
ent for the birth-day than myſelf. 'Have 
you no hopes of being in town before that 
time —I am now really curious if you 
have a ſecret, to whom can you confide it 
fo properly as to one whoſe affeQion will 
be the pledge of her ſilence? And if not, 
vou ought, in mere gratitude, to be a 
little eager to ſee me and my deſtined 
habitation, 


Soria VERNON: | 
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"To Mifs Vernon, "Pal. Mall —From 1 
| Helen Spenſer. 


Stanton-Audley. Dec. 

1 I did not think I might with proprie- 
ty return your epithet of capricious, I 
ſhould be half tempted to quarrel with you 
for beſtowing it on me. Are you ſo inex- 
perienced as not to know we can leaſt bear, 
that which we moſt deſerve? How indeed 
can I eſcape the contagion? It is in the 
very air at preſent: froſt, thaw, ſunſhine 


and hail ſucceed one another ſo rapidly 


that I defy the heart of a coquette to more 


| ſudden tranſitions. —I remain, neverthe- 


leſs, exaQly what I was : modeſtly confin- 
ing my caprices to the diſpoſition of a fea- 
ther, or the colour of a ribband ; meditat- 
ing no new conqueſts; and looking forward. 
with pain to that day-when 1 am once more 
52 — to 
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to be ſet to ſale in a drawing-room, at the 
option of every fool who is entitled to con- 
ceal an empty head under a coronet, or 
an emptier heart t under = gpm 


Do not accuſe me of impa dees can- 
not hear to be trifled with thus any long- 
erz and the leſs, as I Tee the weakneſs of 
ſacrificing our happineſs to worldly advan- 
tages in my couſin Sutherland; who, I fear, 
by letters to my father, will accept Sir 
George Irwin, without a fingle motive for 
ſo doing but intereſt and ambition.—From 
her T have had but one letter ſince we. 
parted; a filence that neither chagrins or 
ſurpriſes me. We were never formed to 
agree, for ſhe is captious and I am proud: 
and whilſt the idea of dependence gave 
aſperity to her temper, mine but too often 


caught the r infection. She has, ne- 


verthelefs a thouſand good qualities: and 


tho' 1 had not the tenderneſs that blinds 


us to faults, I ſhall ever ſympatbize in 
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her. chagrins; 8 which the bing 
confined. to a Convent is not the. leaſt 8 


and as the. idea of perſonal rivalry with 
me was certainly the cauſe of it, I cannot 
be ſurpriſed that ſhe ſhould feel hurt at 
finding the advantages of nature a misfor- 
tune. Sir George is her conſtant viſitor, 
in conſequence of his letters of introduc. 7 
tion; tho his falling in love, was, 1 bes. 


lieve, the laſt idea any one of us enter- 


tained. You know him: with a good 


heart and underſtanding he wants that 


quickneſs which renders either agreeable, 
and which Janetta particularly poſſeſſes: 
beſides he is a widower : has two daugh- 
ters, and is at leaſt thirty years older than 
herſelf, Nor can any excuſe be offered 
for the abſurdity of his paſſion, but that 
infatuation incident at times to the wiſeft. 
With my father I believe the objection now 


hes, who is very much averſe. to her mars 


rying before me, tho* for both our ſakes, 


I hope that is a whim that will not laſt. 
My 
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—My mother is highly ſatisfied with 


the offer'd ſettlements, and has ſome 


thoughts of permitting Janetta to ſpend. 


a month in Faris ch Madame de 
e eg | 


Lord Ws and his intended bride, 


ſomeſt old man, and having been the 
bandſomeſt young one of his age, perſon · 
ates the enamorato to a miracle —ſighs, o- 


gles, plays our fans, and endeavours with 
admirable ingenuity, to conceal three 
ſtraggling grey locks under an immenſe 
load of powder, with a bagatelle, in the 
fllling of which, he ſeems to have im- 
proved the poets advice, If there be 
nothing, put that nothing in;“ and janet- 


ta once got into terrible diſgrace by hu- 
mourouſly finging as ſhe paſt his chair, 


No 


Lady Georgina, are both with us: the 
former not content with being the hand- 


Wer ab e 7 


No flower Ms FW 2932 e 
Is like this\ roſe 
Or nnen ſuch bebe, 

* [3.0] NN. #449 
"(tenth Ching is oſt 5 end n 
and but that ſhe has not a ſingle grain of 
delicacy or underſtanding; affectation will 
allow to appear, I ſhould be concern d for 
her. The "writings are drawn, and Sir 
Thomas and 1 my father impatient to be rid 
of their ward; who on her part ſees no · 
thing but diamonds and equipages floating 
in idea before her. We have viſited 
Mount -Herbert, tho“ at a ſeaſon when it 
is not likely to appear to advantage: but 
as we have neither auctions, ſcandal, or 

beaux, there is no ſmall difficulty in filling 
up the hours; and I confeſs I admire the 
ingenuity of his Lordſhip, and Sir George, 
in ſeleQting the time of courtſhip; fince 


v ben every thing is hoary without we ſhall 


be leſs ready to form invidious compari- 
ſons to thoſe within you find I make ra» 


18 


ther free with my'moſt noble uncle. Good 
Heavens ! who would; believe when they 
ſee him ſally, like Lord Ogleby, from the 
| dreſſing· room, all potent in muſk, and ma- 
rechal, to make love to his miſtreſſes lap- 
dog, whilſt ſhe graciouſly condeſcends ta 
mile when, the more ſenſible puppy of the 
two devours the point ruffles. of che other, 


who would believe that he is all Keenneſfs, 


penetration, and eloquence in matters of 
public buſineſs, and ranks in influence 
and pomp above half our Engliſh peers: 
laughing ſecretly at my father. who toils 
thro' pamphlets and petitions into an ima+ 
ginary intereſt; from which be is perpetu- 


ally recall'd by the melancholy mementos 


of empty levees, and news-paper critiques. 
My mother, who is now pretty well con- 
vinc d that no more of his Lordſhip's thous 
ſands will ever fill our coffers than the law 
may allot us, relaxes the gravity of her 
muſeles on the ſubjett of his marriage pro- 


with 


. only tempering her miles | 


4 
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with ſome peeviſh ejaculations on her 
brother's folly in chuſing Lady Georgi- 
na: which make me thankful that we 


are not of a La which e of dif- 


| POWs. 


0 Al our efforts, ihe, thoſe we 
nds ſometimes to be lively are the workt ; 
in which we are ſo ſucceſsful that I really 
believe any perſon. of real vivacity would 
die with ennui in a veek. We ſometimes 
write verſes upon cards, and Lord Mel. 
roſs, who has prattiſed this amuſement in 
France, gives us whole poems extempora 
from Pope, Waller, and Suckling, with a fa« 
cility which infimtely ſurpriſes and edißies 
all of us poor ſouls, who are racking our in 
traQable Engliſh brains for a rhyme; Ionce 
indeed ventured to hint ſomewhat of hav+ 
ing heard ſuch before, in the humble hope 
of reſcuing poor Prior's laurels from a- 
dorning the brows of his Lordfhip ; who 
a on his heel. with a careleſs humi- 

lity, 
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100 id, 1 bs believe ey had erept 
into the __ 
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How 700 wget mY my NODE with- 
out gratifying it, by your hints of a cir- 
cumſtance, which tho' important enough 
to engroſs your attention, you chuſe to 
ſuppoſe unworthy of mine. Do you real - 
ly think me ſimpleton enough to believe 
all thoſe breaks, that disjointed ſtyle, mere- 
ly the effects of unintereſted benevolence ? 
I think T could venture a trifle without 
fear of loſing it, that your anecdote has 
a hero; and perhaps I ſhould not widely 
err if 1 gueſſed his name was Obrien. 


ey * cannot, at preſent; aſcertain when we 
ſhall meet, but believe me you do not more 
* dane chat time, than ny, 


355917 e fila, 9 
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7 N ee Mn, . —From Me 


:  Pall-Mall, 1 35 
APRICIOUS, diſſembling, and ab- 

N. - furd,;” a very pretty character you 
give me truly: if my friend treats me thus, 
What am I to expect from my enemies? 
But whether exempted by conſcience or 
vanity, it is certain I do not acknowledge 
myſelf in the portrait, and ſee nothing but 
a lively imagination ready to. ſeize on the 

. moſt remote trifles as objects of ridicule 
we | or ſenſibility.  Capricious! are we not all 
ore ſo ? Can you therefore hope to find me an 
8 exception? What is it indeed the world 
cCalls caprice ? -A change of humour for 
Which it knows not how to account and 
is that a crime? How many emotions are 
"2 excited in a feeling breaſt, of which others 
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are no judge! of which it i is even no judge 
Itſelf, ſo intricate and trivial are the cauſes. 
Diſſembling— no you are deceived, I never 
diſfemble, and leaſt of all with vod: and 
yet are there not times when by ſo doing 
we may ſuppreſs troubleſome and diſagree- 
able But, in a word, I never did diſ- 
ſemble. Ahſurd, it is poſſible I may be: 
nature herſelf was ſo when I was born— 

elſe why did ſhe give me a heart alive to 
every tye, yet leave me deſtitute of any? 
Fortunate Lady Helen ! you have friends 
in blood as well as ſentiment to engroſs 
your affections; friends prout of your 
perfetlions and happy in your fmiles ;—= | 
Whilſt 1, a folitary being, glide thro” life - 


- binoticed, but by the number of my ſer 


vanits, or the colour of my coach ; and yet 
you, poſſeſt of all I want, are nevertheleſs 
diſcontented; nor entirely without cauſe.— 
The warmth of your ſenſibility, the liveli- 
neſs of your imagination, and that vigout 
your language borrows from both, render 
21.45 | : you 


| 
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you the delight and dread of al N 
you are truly known. Uncontroulable 
when irritated; form! d to charm when pleaſ- 
ed. there is a generous ardour in your very 
W virtues; which appearing to rob them of 
= the merit of principle, beſtows the more 
engaging one of paſſion. To you I early 
gave my heart, nor have ever wiſh'd to 
withdraw it: a ſimilitude of feelings ren- 
der d the gift in ſome degree worthy your 
acceptance, and the romance of youth has 
rivetted our friendſhip—let-me then in 
that, right play the monitreſs; if my leſ- 
ſons are unſeaſonable impute them to ſpleen 
and forget them: if otherwiſe, forget them 
ſtill as mine. Partiality, rather than rea- 
ſon is the fuel of friendſhip, and when the 
latter intrudes too much, like day-light 
admitted to a fire; it is apt to extinguiſh 
it. I; wouldi'wiſh to chuſe for my friend 
a perfon of reflettion, but forget ever af» 

ter that they were fach. | | 
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prodigy to be excluded familiarity leſt it 
mould leflen admiration, and know yourſelf 


of your wanne! are indeed: bitter cauſes of 


- * chanted ground; prote ted by his influence 


ſelf over [mankind in the name of father. 
For the moral world is like the natural, 


the bodily one whilſt at a diſtance ; and 
do yownot pity Miſs Sutherland for ſacri- 
- kicing the happineſs: of the future to the 
Caprice of the preſent ? 


Tour ſituation at preſent is undoubtedly 
ttying. To be uſhered into the worid as a 


u victim previouſly devoted to the ambition 


mortification. But in enumerating your 
evils how many bleſſings do you overlook! 
The habication of a parent is a kind of en- 


even when it is /invifible—a ſtranger to 
his cares reſpected thro' his years, we 
ſcarce know, till we have diſſolved it, the 


magically guarding ſpell which diffuſes it- 


beautiful on a general ſurvey, but full of a 
thouſand minuter precipices, which the 
mental eye is no more able to diſcern than 


1 ; \ 
\ — 
tf 


* 
* 


* 


wall appear much more ſo; when you are 
acquainted: with the fooliſh tale I allud- 


that I ſhould hardly prevail on myſelf to 
give it, did I not know your knack of con- 


verting pigmies into SH een koji 
their exact dimenſions. 


2 1 
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1 ie wrote my laſt a reſt- 
leſs night had induc'd me to riſe early,” 
tho' Mrs. Davenport is much too gen- 
teel to breakfaſt till ten at leaſt; but as I 
found her daughter up, a him ſufficiently 
odd led us into the park: the air, 
tho' bitter, was fine, and we had walk'd 
half way up the Mall without meeting 
2 fingle- creature above the degree * a 
centinel, / when ' a gentleman | paſt; 
trees were between us, and therefore I 2 
little of bis face, but Miſs Davenport ex- 
Niited my curiolity by obſerving him. I 
Vol 1, C glanc'd 


** 0c * k. = 


My nn then” it an appears | 
y Tidiculous to you ? Believe me it 


ed to; which is indeed ſo mere a nothing 


* 
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glanc'd my eyes round with ſome confuſſon 
on meeting bis, which paſs'd; over us as 
be turn d abruptly, but repell'd: by ours, 


ling quickneſs which ſpeaks. an irritated 
and abſent mind. That he was handſome, 
is a phraſe at once vague and inadequate; | 
yet ĩt is all I can offer. His height had juſt ˖ 
_ that advantage pver the middle fize- which 
either gives grace or deſtroys it; and even | 
the emotion which lent ſuch, vigor to his | | 
ſtep, ſcarce withdzew, from his features the' 0 
indeſcribable charm which ſeems the ming» 2 
led reſult of ſymeuy and tamper. Wbe- ü 
| ther his hair was dark or light, his noſe a f -- 
quiline, Grecian or ſimple Engliſh, Lwill not * 
romance ſo far as to determine: his eyes by 
alone impreſs d themſelves upon my; ma- fg 
mom, with the penetrating, brilliance: pe» fl f 
culiar to the dark. His air, which was that 10 


of a man who had ſpent, the night. in reſi 

leſſneſs and agitation, the diſguſt with, | 

which he ſeem d to regard eyem obyect, in 
18 7 1 toN 


,— 
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a veils: A thoufand combining rifles inter- 
ted” me th 1 * * 


"Be it poverty, Fin, or misfortune, 
which oppreſſes him thought I, is there 
no being to participate in thoſe ſeelings, X 
which ſeem to fucceed' it with To much 
bitterneſs Can a man who carries dig | 
nity of ' ſoul in his very aſpeR; want one 
to whom that ſoul is known ? Weak read 
ſoning! excluded from ſociety by his vices 
or his follies, that man was perhaps imvardly 
exectating the hypocriſy of a miſtreſs, or 
the chance of a dice box. hat animation 
Which mounted to his eye and ſuffus'd' his 
cheek, was perhaps the glow of ſhame, or 
the involuntary ſwell of remorſe. Perhaps 
too——but why ſhould I think further 
of a being in whoſe fate I ſhall never be 
intereſted ? . 6 


1 Mr. Obrien breakfaſted with us; and 
| whether it is natural to women to be fi> 
C a lent 
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* « 


lent on PM TER I know age, -but I 
confeſs I felt no inclination to, recount 
the circumſtances of the walk to him, tho' 


Miſs "id was As ks Poo 
wh. £487 553 54 1 f { 


— 


F Ver portraits of as WIFI bride and 


bridegroom are POE enough, but ſure- 


uniting ſuch oppoſite ages, at a period 
when the hope of unbounded indulgence 
blinds her to every miſery. Delicacy and 
underſtanding are not neceſſary to teach 
us to feel error, but how highly will they 
be ſo, to enable us to endure its conſe- | 


quences! Adieu. 
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To 1 r. Herkert—From e Sir Genes Irwin. 


$7 


ah dar Herbert, "Pais . 1 
"HE ſtrongeſt probt of friendihip: 1 can 
at preſent give you is one, which will 
mh valuable as ſuch; I mean that of 
writing the-firſt opportunity: which 1 alſo 


do the more willingly as it will anſwer the 


treble purpoſe of kindneſs, advice; and re- 


proof; the laſt rather incurr'd I believe by 


your thoughtleſſneſs than intentional eſp 
NA rg e ee AN: W 


. 71. 


1 am not ſo Ighdrutes of a dy 
of years as to ſuppoſe a man of five and 
thirty,. an equally agreeable confidant with 
one of five and twenty, - tho', I believe I 
may ſafely affirm him to be the abler adviſ- 


er; and therefore on this occaſion think 


myſelf every way more entitled to your at- 
tention than Dien, Situated as you are, 


39 Sasse 00; 
believe me that 8 man's 3 
will more probably injure than aſſiſt you, 
you have too much uf it yourſelf and 
yet there is this difference between you 
chat his is in his temper, and yours in your 
. heart. The ame motive therefore that 
renders him light, inattentive, fiery, and 
ndble, and more elevated conduct, tho 
mingled with a haughtineſs that 1 will be in- 
genuous enough to warn you of. To think 
too highly af our friends, and too meanly uf 
our enemies, is to infer a ſpecies of diſtincti- 
on in our regard, and teach the latter even 
to ſuppoſe themſelves indebted for it to 
caprice, rather than to a candid and ra- 
tional conviction af merit. | $ 


\ 


Mir. Obrien thas good ſenſe, good na- 
fre, and the volatility natural to his years 
and country, but of the ties of life or of its 
ſubordinations he cannot judge, becauſe he 
ee neither, from . acquir d a dan- 


= 


gerous | 


* 


gerous independence in the early loſs of 
his father: Yours, my dear Herbert, is a 
{cM-lover ; his whole life has prov'd it: 
poſſeſt of every external honor, misfortune 
has never ſhewnihim the value of | internal. 
A ſeat in the Houſe of Peers, a ſtar and 
ribbon, the {miles of the ſovereign, and 
che adulation of his creatures, have 
taught him to conſider all to whom he 
es beneath his notice; every attempt ther- 
tore to open his eyes, and place him on 
a level with the reſt of his fellow creatures, 
will be conſider'd as an inſolent infringe- 
ment on his dignity.: ſor he is like a man 
vrapt up in a heavy fleep, which your ef- 
forts may render uneaſy without awakening 
him from. I cannot reflect without pain 
how far two diſpoſitions like yours and 
Obrienis may be induc'd to irritate him; 
and griave that I am not on the ſpot to in- 
terfere. Nay pardon me if I fear your 
you leſs. than your preſence : in writing ve 

4 C4 „ 


ſienſe of injury, would be too fevere a 
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| neceſſarily uſe à degtee of refle&ion, but 
an eye like yours, when animated with the 


check for a man leſs haughty than your fa - 
ther. If we vould live in the world my 
dear friend, we muſt yield a little to it in 
what regards others; for the energy of good- 
neſs I am afraid is much oftener apt to 
_ diſguſt than amend. Few men are guilty: of 
either vices or failings without inwardly 
annexing ſome degree: of criminality to 
them, and perhaps we ſhould ſooner re- 
claim by proportioning our cenſure to their 
ſtandard than our on; to do otherwiſe is 
to fuppoſe them capable of feeling all that 

horror at the idea of guilt,ofwhicha virtuous 
mind is ſuſceptible: repreſentations ſo black 
ſtrike them as extravagant prejudices; and 
of all the enemies of virtue not one is ſo for- 
midable as that fatal idea, which transſers 
a fault from ourſelves to the admoniſher. 
Attack Lord Melroſs then, where alone 
he is vulnerable, in his pride and his tender- 
eL3% 50 2 * | neſs. 


5 8 
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1 ſelf, but kindneſs towards you. Act the 


SA OS. 


amour propre, many will voluntarily yield 


vi 
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neſs. [nſpire bim not with! contempt Akin! 7 


part of a ſon, and it will be an effectual 

touchſtone whether his heart will ever re- 
ſpond as the father. If, as F fear will be 
the cafe; you are ſucceſsleſs, turn yo. 
eyes to other views. Vou are hardly 
three and twenty, have an excellent un- 
derſtanding, and more real learning than 
falls to the are of moſt men; uſe thoſe” 
acquiſitions certain that next to entering & 
the world in a diſtinguiſſi d light, our high» 
eſt advantage is to be unknown there. In 
him who claims nothing either from birth 
or fortune, and from whom therefore, ac+ 
cording to worldly coniputations, nothing 
is expected, every proof of genius, fidelity, 
or knowledge, vill be look d upon with 
ſurpriſe, and - encourag'd by kindneſs. - 
His ſuperiority will be regarded as a pro- 
digy, not a rivalſhip; and thus ſatisfying 


| to him, what they would not to. ſuch as. 
= > mt ſes. 
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only call again on the Duke: I have my 


vere not thoſe of a mere ſtateſman, 
army I intreat you will not urge me fur- 


ſet out wich che ſame advantages as theme 


tb. Lon will centeinly-be caſt below 
the ſphere to which your. talents entitle 


diſpoſition : yet by ſuch a-rule might not 


Socrates (with much more juſtice than Ni - 
ogenes) have 4urn'd .cynic ? Think when - 


ever you find yourſelf expos d to mortifi - 


cations that it is not you to whom they 
. were addreſt, nor can you with juſtioe re · 
ſent, what circumſtances, independent of 
8 — alone _ heed n 


* hen you want a friend W . 
e him; one whom nothing but vice 


can alienate, and to whom you will be 
 epdear'd by misſortune. If you reſolve 


on the line of life pointed out, you need 


reaſons for knowing his Grace's promiſes 
The 


ther upon ] I loſt an only and beloved ſon 
n * 


4 
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in it, und on a: uarrel I knew repugnant 
to his ſtrongeſt ideas of juſtice; nor can 1 
think without horror of conſigning any one 
1 value to a ſimilar fate. 


” * + ou . 


52 muſt now haſten to conclude, and 
ſhall incloſe this to Obrien, ſince he will: 
undoubtedly know. to a certainty where you 
are. Be happy, my dear boy, wherever 
that is! reconcile yourſelf to | your fate; 
for * "already co fider- you as aban- 
don'd by your father, fince the acknow- 
ledging | you, and marrying Lady Georgina, 
are circumſtances _ wholly incompatible ; 4 
and the latter is. a view his heart vill not 
eaſily loſe. 0 bt of. | 

Write to me «by every opportunity, andi 
aſſure yourſelf you, vill never have a  fin- 


cerer friend chan 
aint l Sie} cr Vn Aﬀeionate, 


GrorGe Inwin.- 
C 6; „EE TI. 
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2 Sir George Irwin, Bart. e 
Mr. A . uy 


Neil 


5 Cu off Cm ahe org ee 
whoſe proteQion | I was entitled to 
claim, I accept, my dear Sir George, 72 
generous offer: nor is my ſenſe of i 
kindneſs diminiſh'd, however, inrinkcally 
5 conſider- d, it may fall ſhort of thoſe views 
the late diſcovery open d to me. The 
church I muſt . once . more. repeat 1 cannot 
think of: to be in peace with Heaven I 
find a ſtretch of philoſophy; but to be ſo 
vith man an impoſſibility: and pardon me 
if 1 1 add, that however meritorious it may 
be to yield with'a phlegmatic reſolution 
to penury and obſcurity, the being who 
gave me a claim to diftinQtion, inſpir'd me 
with the love of it, An aQtive ſoul lives 


a = to 
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to ſomewhat above the: common drudgeries 
of. life, and I. can ſcarcely value an exiſt- 
ence. whieh- can only be preſerv d by the 
debaſement of thoſe _— which. 2 
it deſirable. £94 or = 9453 198 0 
2 N 3 24 A . 1 5 
1 have not at a ſufficient calmneſs 
10 relate the altercation between Lord Mel. 
FF roſs and myſelf; it was too eto 
| your advice to give you pleaſure, and too 
ö deciſive to be further purſued. Obrien 
cannot influence me, fince I have ſcarce 
ſeen him for ſome days paſt. He brought 
me your letter early on Wedneſday morn- 
ing, but the agitation of my mind hav- 
ing kept me up all night, I was rambling 
in the park, and tho 1 call'd at his lodg- 
ings before 1 quitted town, he was gone 
out to breakfaſt. 


I am now endeavouring to bury reflec- 
tion with ae" Roberts; ſurrounded by 
beings 


* . 
_ 5 4. v4 


oy 
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x 


yet mingled with, and impatient to try 
that element where ſo many wanderers 
nike myſelf have either found their object 
or their grave. To you, my dear Sir 
George, my gratitude is eternally due: 


Jil cheriſh that ſentiment in every 


ame, firice it is —_— . 
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| Sz. aner Stu, Jo, 
UT. that thou art the verieſt miſan- 
thrope an the three kingdoms, and 
as little grateful for the advice of à friend 
as a ſick man for that of a phyſibian, 
I hould not have ſuffer'd ſo much time 
to elapſe before I wrote. The interim 
however I have allotted thee to peruſe the 
ſerman I have, (againſt my conſcience 1 
conſeis,) tranſmitted thee from Sir George: 
not ſuffering my own little deleQable epiſ- 
tle,” to interrupt the ſoft ſlumbers produc d 
mn 666 ſoporific. 


x Why thou true Epglifhman'—thet is, 
chou gloomieſt of the gloomy ! wilt chou 
er In on thou art ſolicitous to 


prove 


4 ERRORS OF 
| prove by a deſpondency ſo inconſiſtent ? 
Where is the volatile ſpirit of France 
which ſhould dance thro thy veins as thro' 
its natural current? Where is the preſum- 
| ing " officiouſneſs? The pert inſipidity ? 
As far from thee as the parchment phyſi- 
ognomy, black" eye-brows, and ſkeleton 
| fides. + Yeticheriſh a little of the mother; 
it will be of more ſervice than the fawn- - 
ing of the Scotchman, or the ſurly inde- 
pendence of the Engliſſiman. The firſt is 
afoot becauſe he ſhews you he daes mean 
to deceive, and. the latter becauſe he ſhews 
; you he does not. The one puts you on 
| your guard againſt your own :franknefs, 
the other tempts you to take advantage of 
 form'dito proſper; it is the Iriſhman alone 
to whom every. virtue and vice apear e- 
qually natural, who can adopt all characters 
without ever ſeeming to depart from his 
own, and infuſing the fire of his country into 
. * dazzle by its brightneſs or 
claim 


a 1 
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claim exeuſe from its ardor. So much for 
the honeſt ſons of St. Patrick, to whoſe 
patronage I would more willingly ſee you 
committed than that of Neptune; for he 
is at beſt but an uncertain; friend. Sir 
William, “ with as much will to ſerve you. 
would have ten times the power of Sir 
George; and you cannot doubt but my 
intereſt with him would have been 
ſicient. Do not miſtake however 
Ido not mean to ſend you to Ireland 
to male your fortune, but to learn how 
to make it. It is the only country 
where à man may commence gentle 
man at will. = The + Engliſhman en 
quires your eſtate - the Scotchman de- 
mands your pedigree— the Iriſhman ex- 
pects nothing but à good word and a 
decent aſſurance, and is he not the viſ- 
er of the three? Fortune and birth are 
advantages the fineſt, fellow. upon earth 


48 


sir William Nugent, Uncle of Mr. Obrien. 
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daughterdin-Jaw- wich him; beſides they 
ef marrying her to the Duke of C—, 
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mn a 3 vu 80 I wil Pak _ 

ou have reaſon:to:think.I:can,andas 

manner of tbe offer, if the — = 
— — upon at 1 could adopt no 


dt preſent exmiondinary,as the blind god- 


Jefs has not been very favorable to me of 


late, and even two thouſanq a year can feel 
ats wants. Nevertheleſs command me if 


82 Qur Count I find by experience 
b what we-capetted, tho if my diſ- 
nment had wak'd a litile ſooner ſhe 


1 — 
WA. 9 7 


5 8 The aste vit Lady Helen is over. 
Feat nt 


fellow too irreſiſtible herſeſf, to truſt her 


and 
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INNOCENCE 18 
and as I am not inclin'd to wear the willow 
long, you need not doubt. but my vows 
are offer'd elſewhere, 5 


\. 


A line when you have leiſure and good- 
humour, till which time conclude me as 
uſual, - 


ä 
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1 Piber my good. friend what poſſeſs'd 
thee to throw up thy commilſion? Art 
thou ignorant of the charms of a cockade ? 
The ſubſtitute for merit and the pledge of 
fortune ? Compoſe thy mighty ſpirit and 
take it back again, if thou vouldſt have 
me think thee not quite = far Bedlam. 
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N  Stanton-4udly, # 4 
7 "HE ue which generally ſteals | 
upon an uneafy mind muſt be my apo- 


FRE for not immediately anſwering yours, 
which to ſay truth merited a more punc- | 
tual. correſpondent, conſidering that it 
contains a capital incident in the hiſtory of a 
our lives, and deſerves commemoration f p 
For every thing but the blindneſs of the 0 
hero; an imperſection rather out of the We 

a 

C 


line of romance, and which it were to be 
wiſh'd you had not ſo exattiy ſpecified, 
even tho his eyes had ſparkled with ten 
times more brilliance. I vill not deny 
however but. I have ſo much of my ſex in 

: me 


NN oN 
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a handſome ſet of features, and rather tri- 
umph in finding you have the ſame, 
even with the. terrible drawback of Ka 


| overloo d. et ln HI + = 
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7 fay Iam in would! be 4 fallhood, 
and yet to ſay I am well is a worſe: 


Lady Georgina 1 believe fancies 1 have 


a deſign upon her french night - cap, 


which J can aſſure her Ladyſhip however 


I ſhould be far from coveting if it was 
only from fear of reminding my beholders 
of its owner.” A new-faſhion'd robe de 
chambre has already coſt her two days in- 


diſpoſition, and ſhould © her Majeſty of 
France unfortunately bethink herſelf of 


another Lady Georgina's recovery would 


certainly be poſtpon'd for a week. _ 


© Miſs Sutherland, Sir George writes my 
facher word, bas finally conſented. Strange 


Girl! 


45 


< 
A 


« WW 
Tz ; 
1 
1 
. 2 
= 
4 
, * 5 
Xx 
d 
'9 
: | 
7 
l 
x 
n 5 
7 


46 ERROR Or 


Gin! Of a charucter monde wart d and : 


obſervations we ſhould jadge' ſhe thought 
much, did not our own convince us- to the 
contrary. She has ſome refinement in her 


head, but it never reach'd the heart: and 
vith a good deal lauf feeling, little ſenſihili- 


ty. Perhaps you will fnile at ſo Iriſſi an 
expreſſion:; and yet to mie it is not non+ 


ſenſe. By ſenfibility. I underſtand a cer- 


tain: tender ſympathy: of diſpoſition; which 
tho originally. deriv d from the paſhons, it 
meliorated - into ſomewhat gentlor and 


more pleaſing than thoſe, whilſt: feeling 


is that quick ſenſe of inſult or injury 
_ whicli| is exerted; rather fon ourſelves. than 
others. © A cobweb refinement ! but ne- 
vartheleſs there are ſome of this- nature 
which the mind inyoluntanrily adopts... 


wur. which makes her: aſpire to be a 
0 ö 2 


To return — Jahetta, ' With a 
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Sea obi of admiration, ſhe has not 
courage to deſerve to be ſuch; and is flat- 
ter d with the idea of a capacity of which 
he willingly reſigns the advantages. Alas! 
can the really at twenty reſolve upon en- 
tering into life by a facrifice that will em- 
bitter it? Infenfible to that ſweet union 
of hearts, form'd by inviſible ties, which 
concentering every wiſh in one dear objett 
renders him the arbiter of our fates, 
Which —wllat keeps you in that odious 
London ?—Oh ! iFyou-were near me! But 
thus it is that we are oblig d to. purchaſe 
the reputation of beauty dy ann the 
en EE N . 
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"Pls the wort 'cottain” half" 8 dozen 
beings who know how to' diſtinguiſh be- 
A tween TefleQion a and melancholy, or if it 
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* will it be i 8 fortune ta 
* meet with more than one? 1; almoſt dif-, 
pair of it L aſſure you; and yet I am of 
ſo frank a diſpoſition. that when ſome of 
our faſhionable ſmall talkers accuſe me of 
being a miſanthrope, . I am tempted / to, 
tell them I: retire, "Oy I, will not be 
pun A c ie 6 Ret HR 
3 4 e nile ee ee 
me uncontroulable; like moſt of my ſex 
indeed I have my hours of obſtinacy, but 
my courage, as I was told by a perſon you 
will one day love dearly; reſembles that of 
a man who hits you a great box on the ear 
and then runs away: ſo terrified at the va- 
tor of his own exploit that he never.dreams 
of ſeconding it. I am very ſplenetic to 
day as my letter declares, for we have 
been thrown into a general confuſion by. 
an adventure of my brother's, who has, in, 
bis uſual ſtyle, been in treaty with a Jew 
for five hundred pounds at an intereſt tru- 


ly 
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truly je- be- when lo! on the very day 
when the golden ſhower was to have fallen, 


the intercepting a ſuſpicious note diſcover d 


the whole to my mother by my-uncle's in- 
terpoſition however it is pardon' d, and 
Spenſer is gone with many wiſe admonitions 
to town, all of which he will doubtleſs pro- 
fit as much by as formerly. And why in- 
deed ſhould a man of faſhion ſtupify himſelf 


with muſty; morals, when he can ſpend his 
time ſo much more pleaſantly at a gaming 


table at the trifling expence of two or 
three thouſand a night ? And where is the 
difference to his country whether the mo- 
ney is in the hands of the titled or untitled 
gambler? Eſpecially conſidering the re- 
ſpectable figure many of our nobility make 
at preſent, withering on eſtates which the 
next heirs are impatient to reſcue from 


bonds and mortgages, like a dry leaf on 


the end of a bough whence it is no lon- 


ger able to derive moiſture, And how 
VolI, D would 
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would hiſtory be ennobled if an irruption 
of the modern Gauls ſhould find our ſena- 
tors, not indeed quite like thoſe of Rome 
with the purple robe and ivory ſceptre, 
but with a jockey hat and a dice box? 
They teize me to go with a party of my 
uncle's making to ſee the Juno, but I am il 
and ſhall: ws at c eee TROY 


H. SrENSER, 
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of commencing from the Antipodes than 
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To * Obrien, Eſq.—From . Arie. 


i — Jan." 
He. NG yourſelf refer'd this to 
the return of my good humour 


you ought rather to be ſurpris d at my dili- 


gence than negle@; for a wounded temper 
requires more time to recover than the 
lightneſs of yours can conceive, and the 
diſpoſition I was in a few days ſince made 
me more apt to ſuſpett our correſpondence 


C—. Yet here I ſtill am; more ſplenetie 
than ſad. © Sad” did I ſay? Hang 1 it! a 
proud heart knows not the meaning 
of ſo womaniſh a word—and yet George 
that ſame pride is the 'worſt compa- 
nion a man can have in adverſity, eſpe- 
cially if it is his only one. It is the 


Wg with which we ourſelves furniſh 


D 2 our 
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our enemies to dip every arrow in, 
rendering thoſe wounds mortal which 
would otherwiſe have flightly glanc'd over 
us — to have done however with metaphor. 
Imagination has been ſo often rack'd to 
invent new modes of acknowledgment ſuit- 
able to vanity, oſtentation, or benevolence, 
that nothing now remains but the ſimple 
language of the heart. The kind intereſt 
you expreſs in my affairs will never be for- 
gotten, and would I have done leſs for you, 
1 would thank you more for being willing 
to do ſo much for me. _ Your raillery on 
Sir George I can eaſily pardon—it is the 
natural produdt of a keen head and a gay 
heart. Sir William might have done more 
for me but 1 ought not to think ſo.— 
Whatever Sir George did, whatever he 
propoſed to do, was with the warmth of 

2 benevolent man and the delicacy of a re- 
fin d one. He gave with that grace which 
ennobles the favor by making it appear 
not the overflowing of his oyn deſert, but a 
x * 
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tribute due to mine, and leſs a mark of his 
ſuperiority than deference. That inſipidi- 
ty for which he appears ſo ridiculous in 
your eyes is the fault of an acquaintance, 
but his virtues, my dear Obrien, are thoſe 
of a friend, and in that light I ſhall ever 
regard him with affection and reſpe&t.—So 
thus ends my notable digreſſion on gene- 
roſity and gratitude ; at which you have 
my free leave either to laugh or to yawn as 
beſt ſuits the humor of the moment: .and by 
way of enlivening an epiſtle ſo little ſuited 
to your riſible faculties I ſhall inſert an 
anecdote of my father and Lady Georgina, 
not indeed much more likely to awaken 
them, but as food for that curioſity with 
which we in my opinion very unjuſtly tax 
the other ſex, when we have an equiva- 
lent degree in our own: at leaſt ſo ſays 
conſcience ; and for once you will perhaps. 
fde with her. 


D3 The 
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The fair bride, in future, you find 1 
have ſeen. Shall I give you my opinion 
of her as a man or a ſon-in-law ? In the 
latter character I might, with poetical pro- | 
priety; obſerve that ſhe is as artful as well as 
beautiful as Dalilah, has more deceits than 
ſmiles, that the bloom on her cheek. is like 
that of a plumb, pernicious whilſt tempting, 
that—in ſhort all that the enviousof her own 
ſex, or the jilted of ours, ever ſaid againſt 
woman. But I was not guilty of ſo groſs 
a prejudice—I view'd her with the eyes of 
a man, andthe paſſions of a young one : 
and found her (what indeed from account I 
had not ſuſpeQed) a moſt winning creature. 
A youthfut {lightneſs gave charms to that 
womanly dignity which alone commands 
reſpect. A ſoul-glowing complexion; yet 
features whoſe combining ſweetneſs ſcarce 
appear'd to derive a grace from that. And 
this lovely girl is to be ſacrific'd to the ca- 
price of Lord Somerſet and the — — (help 
- BY | me 
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me to a word not too coarſe George) of my 
father. Lady Helen, however beautiful, 
can be but her ſecond; and the pride of 


the Spenſer family, foſter'd by the univer+ 
fal admiration the latter excites, can ill 


brook a competition of ſuch a nature. I am 
wandering from my intention, which was 
to relate facts, not their impreſſions: but 
my ſoul riſes at the ſelfiſn and ſordid views 
of one half of the world to which the 


other are thus — 2 2 


Amy place being now preferable to Lon: 


don, my time here has been ſpent with 


Captain Roberts, who with all the noiſy jo- 
viality of a true ſeaman, has undertaken to 
ſhake off my gloom. Iwas by him repeatedly 
preſt to mingle with the company, who ſince 
hisMajeſty's viſit, have continually reſorted 
to ſee the ſhip—this however the pride of 
my nature as repeatedly induc'd me to de- 
cline; not that 1 fear'd his treating me 

4  - otherwiſe 
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otherwiſe than as an equal, and knew they 

treated him as ſuch : but to be unknown is 

a crime amidſt the great, nor could I brook 

* the idea that any man, whatever his rank, 

ſhould reproach himſelf with having been 

deceiv'd into a politeneſs I was not entitled 
to demand: for people will more eaſily 
ebe him who cheats them of their mo- 
ney than their civility; bluſhing for having 
fail'd in that acguir d diſcernment which 
enables us to diſtinguiſh an inferior, tho 
they think it no diſgrace to want that natu- 
ral ſhare which generally points out a 
knave. My curioſity however was at 
length awaken'd by the mention of a party 
from Stanton-Audley; and (as they are 
both there) I doubted not but my father 
and Lady Georgina were included in it. 
Io ſhorten my tale, I equip'd myſelf en 
matelot and reſoly'd to view them in maſ- 
querade. For this I had I confeſs two rea- 
ſons—the firſt ſimply that of gratifying 
myſelf, and the ſecond. a laſt ſtruggle to 
awaken 
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awaken if poſſible the dormant conſcience - 
of Lord Melroſs, by the fight of an only 
fon in thoſe. habits of penury to which he 
might have been condemn'd, but for the 
partiality of a man on whom that was his 
wy claim. ei | 


The day was exquiſitely 6251 1 2 mild 


froſt: the ſun at once enliven'd and warm- 
ed, and acollation and band had been ap- 
pointed by Captain Roberts whoſe patron 
I find is Lord Somerſet. Another party 
however, known to thoſe who came from. 
Stanton-Audley, and of which Mrs. Daven- 


port (your aunt) was one, mingled: with 


them; and my uncertainty amidſt ſo 
many ladies of her whom I was defi- 
rous of ſeeing, had nearly fruſtrated my 


ſcheme. They diſpers'd however at 
length; and of thoſe of the company whom 


curioſity left upon the deck, I ſoon fancy d. 
I diſcern'd the two whom I ſought : they 
were in converſation, and as far as I could: 


D. 5, judge 
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judge the topic Was not unentertaining; | 

for ſhe ſmil'd with him, and by a peculiar 

arch depreſſion of her eye I ſometimes 

thought at him—whilſt he—faith George! 

an old debauchee is a moſt hideous animal ; 

to ſee with how voluptuous a pleaſure they 

hang over every bloomy feature, languiſh- 

ing with eyes from which age has exhal'd 

that fluid brightneſs which alone can ren- 

der languiſhment pleaſing; the meaningly 

unmeaning orbs faded into a watry grey like 

a wither'd and half cruſh'd plumb, whilſt 

the lids, tenacious of ſeparation, twinkle 

and wink by turns, an omen of that ap- 

proaching hour when they muſt. cloſe for- 

ever. Ho muſt the rich tide which flows 

with ſuch tumultuous ſoftneſs to the cheek, 

and throbs in the pulſe even of the chaſt- 

eſt woman at the gaze of an approv'd and 

youthful lover, how I ſay muſt it congeal 
before one like this! h 


Womens 
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Women 8 hifi ir; it is faid are ſtrong nd 
obvious. Let them not contradi@ the aſ- 


3 ſertion, for that they ſhould be fo is the no- 


bleft proof of their chaſtity.. There is a na- 


tural antipathy in minds thoroughly! pure, 


which, (as is ſaid to be the caſein all antipa- 
thies) renders their very perceptions keener 
than thoſe of others. Nature gives to their 


feelings that penetration we acquire by ſtu- 


dy and obſervation, and did the ſame degree 
of reflection mature them, I fear our rank 
in creation would hardly be the firſt.— 
Endleſs digreſſor! proceed ſayeſt thou! 

* patience and ſhuffle the cards in the lan- 
guage of Durandartè. For, to be honeſt 


my dear Obrien, there never yet I believe 


was that man either public or private who 
ſcribbled merely for the diverſion of others 
—it is a contradiQtion/in nature and when 
a home topic occurs. they want only the 
frankneſs to exclaim with the female Au- 
mor * 


= D..6- has For: 
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* For as, untouch'd how we ſucceed, .. 
Tis for yourſelves, not us you read, 


So till (proceeding to requite,) 


9 is for ourſelves, not you, we write: f 
Betray d by ſolitude to tr 


Fancy then, (for fancy is in thee as ſtrong 
and almoſt as much turn d towards the ludi- 
crous as in a woman, and that is ſaying the 
utmoſt of it, for there is a wicked vein in 
the ſex to which ours owe half their defeats, 
and many a pretty fellow has been undone 
by an out of the way phraſe, a chance clum-. 
ſy. bow, or an ill-powder'd toupet.) Fan- 
cy you ſee the old beau, perhaps not quite 


ſo odious, but full as laughable as in my 


portrait, ſtalking along the deck, one hand 


eſcorting the lady, who ſeem'd indeed 


| Like radiant truth 
Led forward by the hoary hand of time.” _- 


Thy, 
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The other gracefully waving, as if to keep 
the poize : or perhaps command to their 
due diſtance all ſuch ignoble figures as my- 
ſelf, when lo! at the very moment when 
every feature had been ſcrew d to its prop- 
er degree of ſoftneſs, and each eye was 
on the direct ogle, an unlucky ſide- glance 
fix'd both full on me. Not Atlas when he 
felt the firſt cold chill at fight of the pe- 
trifying ſhield ever diſplay d a countenance 
of more aſtoniſhment, and in truth tho' 1 
had not abſolutely the face or locks of a 
Gorgon, my features were not too engag- 
ing.  Perceiving however I had ſufficiently 
fix'd his attention, I inſtantly withdrew my 
eyes, and advanc'd to quit the place: in 
which caſe it was neceſſary I ſhould paſs. 
them—in ſo doing I ſaw with amazement 
that Lady Georgina was now alone and 
with ſtill greater, found myſelf the next 
moment addreſt by her—a proud bluſh, 
ſuffus'd my cheek, and, tho' unknown, the. 
contemptible light in which I appear'd to 
NM a 
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woman ſo form'd to inſpite the deſire of 
pleaſing, gave me a ſenſation too mortifying 
for reaſor to counteratt. In a word the 
old beau was ſufficiently reveng'd had he 
known it. The confuſion: of the moment 
Exceeds all recolleQtion; -and I was ſcarce 
ſenſible ſhe had offer d me aſſiſtance till 
with a tremulous accent ſhe added ſhe was 
commiſſion'd to do ſo by a gentleman who 
intereſted himſelf in my fate. That de- 
vil pride again I doubt not crimſon'd my 
complexion to hear him once more offer 
me the miſerable dependence I had fo oft-. 
en rejected, and that thro' the very woman 
for whom he had diſown'd and abandon'd 
me, revived all the indignation I had ſtudi- 
ed to * | b 


% The confifient duplicity of the gentle- 
* man you allude to madam,” return'd '# 
with inexcuſable bitterneſs, © will ever ren- 
# der his nau. e unneceſſary, Let him con- 
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t ceal it for my ſake as well as his own, 
* leſt I ſhould one day bluſh for the reflect 
* ed diſgrace.” Tears, painful, tho“ im- 
proving tears, inſtantaneouſly ſuffus'd thoſe 
eyes but a moment before all ſympathetic 
ſweetneſs, and I perceived too late I had 
involuntarily diſtreſt a heart ignorant of 
my injuries, and laboring under the deli- 
cacy of ſex, and decorum of rank. If my 
countenance did juſtice to my feelings how- 
ever that heart will ſurely grant my par- 
don; and I made ſome atonement to her 
pride by adding that © my language could 
* only be excus d in the conſideration of the 
merit my filence might contribute to ſa- 
& crifice : ſince loſing her would be at once 
© the ſevereſt and moſt juſt of all puniſh- 
„ ments.“ and with this hint I made my 
bows and departed ; not doubting but if 
ſhe has the curioſity of a woman, and the 
ſpirit of a juſt one, ſhe will not reſt till ſhe 
has develop d my meaning, and aided my 
| 5 views 
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views as far at feaſt as in refuſing my father; 
Reſtoring my borrow d habiliments as ſoon 
as I had ſeen them to the carriages, I re- 
turn'd to my ſolitary lodgings to write long 


. and ſtudy Seneca. 


Sir George $ letter I incloſe as a ample 
proof how much the heart informs the 
head]; it has neither the ſeducing charms 
ef lightneſs, or the flowers of rhetoric to- 
recommend it; but upon the whole it 
contains the beſt advice that could be given 
in my ſituation, nor is it always ill ex- 
preſs d. The underſtandings. of many dawn: 
on objects as flowly as the morning, but 
that very flowneſs. frequently affords a 
clearer examination of them than the ſud-. 


den blaze of brilliant capacities—had_ I 


been guided by his councils J had perhaps: 
been more ſucceſsful, but reflection is now 
_ uſeleſs. I have determin'd my own fate; 
yet ſuch is the weakneſs of reaſon or. the 

Ty) ture 
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force of pride, that tho' 1 condemn myſelf 


for not acting as he dire&ts on occaſions 
irretrievable, I can ſcarce do ſo on thoſe 


now in my power, and ſubmit to fall with 
as bad grace as the gentleman to whom I 
have the honor of writing ſhews, when com- 


plaiſance obliges him to attend to the ſer- 
mons of an old man, or the coquetry of 


an old lady. And in order that this maß 


not be miſtaken by its length for a lecture 
from the one, or a love epiſtle from the 
other, I ſhall conclude myſelf 


Yours, 


H. H. E. 
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| fer'd on me that of giving me an oppor- 


ing leſs gay and airy at twenty than his 


to be erasd; and I am indebted to 
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Pal Aal, Jon... 


OUR dear obliging, fidgetting uncle 
has added to the favor he before con- 


tunity of writing immediately, and to both 
that of his company for two hours this 
morning on the important buſineſs of my 
health, which you may aſſure yourſelf was 
much mended by ſuch a compliment: for, 
not to mention the contagion of good ſpi- 
rits, mere ſhame ought to prevent my be- 


Lordſhip at threeſcore. The eaſe with 
which I yielded, after our rencontre at 
C—, to the agreeable violence he us d to 
draw me to Stanton-Audley, has given 
him an opinion of my complaiſance not 


his 
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his ſelf-love for eſteeming that a favor to 


him, which I intended merely as ſuch to 
myſelf. It is with chagrin I perceive that 


you are far from well, and with ftill 
more that your indiſpoſition is as much 
mental as bodily ; I wait with impatience 
the moment of our meeting, when 1 ſhall 
demand that frankneſs I have diſplay'd by 
recounting to you my ridiculous adven- 
ture at C—, of which I cannot. yet think 
without a mingled bluſh of anger and con · 


fuſion; but you are deceiw'd if you ſup- | ; * | 


poſe it retains any longer the fighted'n mix- 


1 ** —— 


ture of curioſit ). 5 = * Ne 


ih 
To are violated the a of my ſex 
myſelf would have been ſufficiently morti - 


fuying on reflection: but to have that vio» 


lation miſconſtrued and return d by him 
whom it was intended to ferve, is what I 
cannot forget. Would I had never ſeen 
the inſide of a ſhip! or that Mr. Obrien 
had conſented to accompany us : he. would 

| have 
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have been too conſtatly with me to have 
allow'd me a moment's converſation with a 
ſtranger, and I too timid to have attempted 
it. But the conviction of abſolute pecuni- 
ary diſtreſs on his part, the temptation of 


other fo near me—in ſhort impulfe drew 


me moſt powerfully to commit an error 1 
had fo much cauſe to regret, Mrs. Da- 


venport return d delighted with your polite- 
neſs to her at Stanton-Audley, and ſpeaks 
of you in the higheſt terms. 1 alone, vex d 
at the haſty ſcheme which had not allow'd 


me to prepare our meeting, and ſtill more 


at my own abſurd benevolence, had no 
reliſh either for the gallantries of Lord 
Melroſs or the curioſity of Obrien. His 
Lordſhip, who looks to me like Time's 
younger brother, will by his complaiſance 
coſt me a new. pen, and an impreſſion ſo 
beautiful it will be almoſt cruel to ſpoil 
it. Do not miſtake however !—he deſign- 
ed it N for my heart, but I ſhall 


transfer 


being ſo abruptly left by Lord Melroſs, the 
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transfer the favor to my wax. Write to me 


I beg ; ſince even tho you tell me nothing 
new, it will be ſome kindneſs to reconcile 
me tomyſelf. Obrien has been endeavoring 


to do it by a world of fine things, beſides 


telling me he heard me toaſted three diffe- 
rent times in as many places, all in the 
courſe of an evening: I thank'd him for 


the information for two reaſons, firſt be - 
cauſe it gave me a proof of my ovn per- 
fection, and ſecondly of his volatility, both 


of which I was very deſirous of being con- 
vinc'd of, He laugh'd, and with a coun- 


tenance that ſhew'd me he did not ſpeak 


truth, proteſted (after the maſculine manner 


of proteſtation) that it was not at a tavern, 
tho' he convicted himſelf twice in leſs than 


a quarter of an hour. I do not indeed 
believe him a downright libertine, but a 


gay air, a faſhionable life, and a levity of 
converſation, partly natural and partly af- 


ſum'd, bring him too near it. I cannot 


approve 


AC. 
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approve even of affecting the manners of 
vice. Cuſtoms are little rivulets which the 
firſt ſtorm may ſwell till they ſweep away 
all before them. We ſhould uſe ourſelves 
to ſpeak what we think, leſt in time we 
ſhould be influenc'd to think what we ſpeak. 
Thus the depravity of the tongue may 
communicate itſelf to the heart, and we 
may find ourſelves inſenſibly the ſlaves of 
vices we deſpiſe. He heard me as gravely 
as if he intended to mind me, and minded 


me as much if he had never heard me; 


triſling afterwards. ſo agreeably with Miſs 
Davenport that I fell in with him invo- 
luntarily, as I believe he intended I ſhould. 
They talk'd much of our late excurſiion, 
and whether or no he perceiv'd me a little 
embarraſs'd I cannot ſay, but he was very 
minute in his enquiries of what we ſaw, 


and how we were entertain'd: towards the 


latter part of the evening however he was 
urgent with me, even to kneeling, to 
ſuffer 
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ſuſſer the furniſhing of my houſe to go on 
in his name. Mrs. Davenport too preſt 


him upon me to the utmoſt ; and the folly 


of not having ſufficiently diſeourag'd him 
at firſt, left me almoſt at a loſs how to do 
it now. I was obſtinate however in de- 
clining my deciſion for a year at leaſt; that 
time I will devote to mingling with the 
world. A young mind when utterly ſe- 


cluded from it, is too apt to form a fantaſ- 


tic idea of its happineſs or miſery, and the 
extremes are equally fatal: nor would I 
willingly indulge thoſe peculiarities which 
are contrated in retirement. In a mode - 
rate intercourſe with ſociety the mind, like 


marble, becomes poliſh'd by friction, and 
tho* it may faintly reflect every image 


imbibes none ; only diſplaying its natural 
beauties to more advantage; and why 
ſhould'T negle& thoſe adventitious graces, 
which tho' found chiefly in the frivolous 
or diſſolute of my ſex may either conciliate 

or 


4 
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or preſerve affection ?-In them thoſe inſi· 


dious attraRtions too often ſupply the want 


of the more eſtimable. And would their in- 
fluence be weaken' d were they united with 
ſuch ?. Far my own part I would wiſh to be 
as agreeable as if I were not virtuous, and 
as virtuous as if I were not agreeable; mo- 
delling my mind to the graces as I would 

my perſon, with the advantage of having it 
more in my power; and that I can do ſo, is 
to me the chief bleſſing of affluence, for 
penury is as fatal to bodily as mental ele- 
gance. The mind cramp'd to low and 
and menial | habits loſes even with the beſt 
that pundtilious delicacy which lends it 
charms : unable to confine others to the 
ſame; thrown by circumſtances into uneaſy 
familiarity, the refinement which bleſſes 
us would to them be a curſe; and virtue 


_ + Ought to be the attraftion in low life, 


ſince it is the only one that can be cher- 
in d in any degree of perfection. 


Receive 
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Receive then oh world! one votary 
more, in addition to thoſe who wander i in- 


ceſſantly in thy labyrinth, in ſearch of fe- 


licity ; with youth, health, and fortune I 


enter upon thy mazes; ardently deſirous 


of making others Happy, © and if pas of 
enn 81 0 pal N 
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OUR lener, my. dear Sophia, Ws the 


perfect emblem of the heart which 
diate its Sweet and engaging enthuſi- 
aſm! how much ought: we to regret the 
neceſſity of lofing thee: yet ſuch is the 
fatality of this life, that we are oblig'd to 
ſacrifice one half of our virtues to ſe- 
cure the other: to reſign the ſimplicity 
which ornaments youth, for the caution 
which diſguſts even in age, and almoſt be- 
come proſelytes to the world, for fear of 
being one day its dupes. Early plung'd 
into life, a ſpeQator, rather than ſharer of 
it's turbulence, 1 am well enabled to judge. 
The tie of benevolence is ſo weaken'd in 
it, that I am afraid the nobleſt exertions 


are valued only as they happen to touch the 
IA .1 J individual 
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individual who can Real time enough from 
the vortex of pleaſure to reflett upon them. 
Have they ſerv'd. himſelf? A momentary 


ſenſation of gratitude may probably ariſe ; 
if otherwiſe; it is but an obligation on ſo- 
ciety; and as each wiſely forgets he makes 
one of that number, the benefit remains 
unvalued, and the benefactor unreſpected. 
Each ſpeaks, thinks and acts for himſelf 
ſingly, and therefore becomes cold, inte- 
reſted: and unjuſt; to ſeek out merit through 
the veil of inferiority, to furniſh it with 
the opportunity of ſhining (that moſt difficult 
of all things to ſuch as are undiſtinguiſh'd in 
Ration) in a word; the wiſh of cheriſning, is 
loſt; The great, wrap themſelves up in a 
frivolous conſequence—the little, in an 
unjuſtifiable contempt. Ah! did they but 
know-how uſeful; they might be to each 
other, how endearing. But — no mat- 
ter —ve ſhall one _ meet—and pardon 
me if till then I preſerve my ſilence. 


E 2 5 If 
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If I have been malevolent or raſh in 
what I have ſaid, reprove me. I wiſh to 
think: well of thoſe with whom I am to af- 
ſociate. Nay I have ſo far a good opi- 
nion of the world, as to believe the ſelf- 
deluſion. which reigns in it, almoſt beyond 
imagination. Too apt to yield to our firſt 
impreſſions, the paſſions gain ground, whilſt 
the light of reaſon, however efficient it 
_ would have been at firſt, is too feeble when 
they are illumin'd, and the moment of ex- 
amination negleQed, all Oe akerwards 
appear in falſe colors. 


— 


eden *y you muſt have queſe'd 1 has 
given birth to ſo ſage a diſcourſe. In truth 
an event not unimportant in itſelf, and far 
from it in it's conſequences; family diſ- 
cords are odious, but on * N e 
oy. matters ur g ia wo 
The papers muſt bavein inform's you a 
Lady is has oy'e with a Captain 
| Forteſcue, 


\ 
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Forteſcue, almoſt on the eve of her mar- 


riage with my uncle. His Lordſhip and 


Sir Thomas purſued them ſome. miles, 


when, to the diſgrace of Cupid be it ſpoken, 


he was ſeiz'd with ſo outrageous a fit of | 
the gout as threaten d his life. A death- 


bed extinguiſh'd love for conſcience, and 


prompted him to make an acknowledgment, 
very unpleaſing to us—viz, of an heir.—A 


gentleman was ſent for, whom he. declar'd 
to be fuch, and whoſe pardon he ſolicited 


with a vehemence which gave authority to. 
his words. Whether his mind became 
more eaſy, or his temper more cool, we 
know not: but he ſuddenly mended, and 
was convey'd by his ſon back to Mount 
Herbert. This is the outline of the ſtory, 


from which you may partly gueſs at its 


finiſhings. My mother's indignation was 


_ exceſſive, on finding the noble blood of 


the Erſkine's, contaminated by a match 
certainly inferior, if not diſgraceful, with 
| 2; the 
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the additional vexation of loſing ſome 
poſſeſſions we had long appropriated; as 
my uncle has two very fine 'Engliſh eſtates, 
unentail'd, and- perſonal' fortune to a con- 
fiderable amount. His' only male heir is 
Captain Erſkine, now at Montpelier, in a 
dedline ; a young man of very bounded 
capacity, and to whom Lord Melrofs ne- 
ver intended leaving any thing the law al- 
low'd him to with-hold. The ſon now 
acknowledg'd, he avows to be a legal one, 
by a French lady, to whom he was mar- 


ried while ambaſſador at Verſailles, and 


whom I can remember hearing mention'd 


as his miſtreſs. Thus ſituated, you cannot 


be ſurpris'd that we regard with jea- 
lous eyes, a perſon by whom we are 
unexpeRedly thrown into a ſecondary 
point of view, the more 'mortifying as we 
are inform'd that the young man in queſti- 
on, unites the ignorant inſolence of low 
breeding, to that ſelf. ſufficiency ſo ſudden 
an elevation is likely at any rate to produce. 

The 
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The weaknels of family pride, however in- 
exeuſable it appears to thoſe whoſe un- 
derſtanding has enabled them perhaps, by 
turns to look down on the peer and the 
thethanie, may yet he regarded with a de- 
gree of indulgence. Honorary diſtincti- 
ons vere originally granted as the rewards 
of extraordinary merit, and the ideal claim 
vill often be appropriated, even when the 
real is loſt : for tho to ſelf-examiners, ſelf- 
commendation is the firſt proof of their 
own deſert, yet to ſuch as are too; ſuperſi- 
cial for that, the deference paid by thoſe 
around them is it's ſubſtitute. This, will be 
one of my Seotticiſms- with you I dare ſay: 
but let it paſs. After many conciliatory 
billets on the part of Lord Melroſs, Lady 
Somerſet was induc d, lefs I believe by 
thoſe than prudential reaſons, to g0 to 
Mount Herbert, without Mr. Erſkine's 
gqutting it; which was ſtrenuouſly inſiſted 
upon at firſt. A formal reconciliation 
took place, and a day of public acknow- 
6911 | E 4 ledgment 


o E RRORS OA 


ledgment is to be appointed at Spenſer- 
Houſe, as ſoon as his Ml 1s. well 
Oe" os tn wed ifa 7 
Vour whimfical 1 at Can I 90 
e eee ee e of: it was 
certainly very unlike you, which is as much 
{ as.to ſay, it was not quite right. In fact, 
one of thoſe ſtarts of ſentimental benevolence 
of which it is difficult to define the cauſe, 
and if defin'd, I am ſorry to ſay, I fear it 
would prove entirely feminine. A hand- 
ſome ſet of features are but poor ſecurities 
lor a worthy heart, and the beſt 1 can do, 
is to congratulate you on the inſanity of 
your hero: ſince nothing leſs could have 
t | difated ſo wild an anſwer, or given exiſt- 
6 ence to that charitable gentleman, oy 


a e imagin' d. 


. BE The inclog'd b Miſs Sutherland, will 
| | ſhew you how ſhe has profited by her re- 
il leaſe from the Convent; the Counteſs car- 


ries 
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ries ber every e and ſhe has the high 
Pariſian ſtamp, to make her the ton when- 
ever ſhe comes over. I am not ſorry Sir 
George has had the good ſenſe to recede 
from his engagements, tho” I could have 
wiſh'd ſhe had given him leſs cauſe. My 
father had a formal letter from him -yeſter- 
day, in which he explain'd his motives and 
made his.conge, very politely. It is not yet 
ſettled whether ſhe ſhall remain in the 
Convent, or with the Counteſs, who has 
preſs'd the latter: but I rather imagine it 
will not be granted. I ſhall uſe my inter- 
eſt however to gratify her; for the beſt de- 

|  pendence is but miſery, and to lighten it, 

| ought no leſs to be the happineſs than duty 
of thoſe- to. whom Heaven has ſhewn an. 
accidental ſuperiority.. 


With compliments to Mr. Obrien, (a- 
bout whom J perfectly agree with you) E 
remain, as uſual, my dear Sophia's 
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To the Right Him Lady Helen Spener—From 
Miſs Sutherland. | | 


| Paris, Jun. 
Fe near two years filence I can make 
my dear couſm no other apology chan 
my abſolute incapacity of writing. The 
melancholy vigils of a Convent, and the 
gay ones of a court, equally impede an 
imagination not too bright at the beſt; 
and leave me nothing to offer but affecti- 
on,—yet why apologize for a filence per- 
haps never felt ? The pleaſures of London 
are too ſeducing to leave room for the ſo- 
ber ties of relationſhip, and I half antici- 

pate them in the infipid round which paſs 
here under their names. So true it is that 
we are ever looking to the future for 
happineſs, that perhaps I was not more 
impatient to eſcape the ſolemn lectures of 
2 ſiſter 
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filler” Angelica, than the flippant gaiety of 


Madame de Vauricourt. My Engliſh con- 


ſtitution no more reliſnes French gallantry, 
than thoſe of my countrymen do cheir 
food, and T fee nothing in either but a 
mixture of incongruities, neither nouriſh- 
ing or pleaſant. Paris may be the paradiſe 


of the ordinary, but a handſome woman 


vill feel very little gratification in making 
one of a circle of goddeſſes, created ſach 
by their coëffeurs, to whom their wilting 
votaries bow down : and worthip the new 
invented pomade, or panier, with more 


reverence than they would feel Ao an and. 
mated VO n ad Ei aun 


The indifpoſiticn of the Counteſs pre- 
venting her, Sir George attended mehere; 
and the evening clos'd in with ſo terrible a 
ftorm during our laft ſtage; that J was re- 


duc'd to honor him with à "ſeat in our 


vehicle. Here my dear was an oppor- 
tunity for an inſinuating love-tale ! (eſpe- 
E 6 cially - 
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cially as his face ey not mar it) whilft 
the dear kind ſoul Thereſe, remembering 
the golden rule, popt out her. officious 
head, firſt at one window then at the o- 
mer: wondering at all without, that | ſhe 
might have the better pretence for being 
blind to all within; nay ſometimes feign'd 
a gentle {lumber ; and once I believe was 
on the verge of a real one till rous d by 
me; who. having extracted Sir George's 
ſmuff-box from his pockgt, which lay moſt 
invitingly open for the purpoſe, gently con- 
vey'd ii to the damſel's fair noſtrils; when 
| ſuddenly drawing up a gale, ſufficient. to 
have fill'd the fails of a ſecond armada, 
ſhe ſoon felt the force of all powerful rap- 
pee - hut 1 defy any muſcles to have reſiſt- 
ed bers, when with. true national politeſſe, 
ſhe demanded mils pardons, for being 
half ſtrangled, —But to. the more en 
nn * tale. ä 
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e e arrival I was read- 


ing in my. dreſſing room, the door half 


open in expectation of Madame de Vauri- 
court, hen lo without any previous no- 
tice, enter d Sir George; toupet as white 
as the clifts' of Dover, and as perpendicu- 
lar, or rather bending in a ſine curve over 


his forehead ; whilſt the little grey eyes 


ſparkled with additional brightneſs from 
the ſhade louring over them — his mouth 
forming a fine bay, ſtrongly fortified with 
a double row of cannon, well mounted, 
and in excellent repair—I bow'd mazeſti- 


cally, and down he ſat, upon the very 
extremity of the chair: A ſilence moſt 


malicious ſucceeded on my ſide, and Sir 
George, you know, has not the luckieſt 
talent in the world at opening a conver- 
ſation. At length muſtering courage I 
have been thinking Madam —and ſaid: he 
with, a fidget, I have been thinking I ſay. 
Madam,“ — — — — — — — 
« Iadeed U. ” cried I, Wing up his. end- 
leſa 
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leſs pauſe with a ſolemm Gmplicity of coun- 
tenance,—* I confeſs I ſhould not have 
« ſuſpected that Sir George,” —he blu d, 
took*d filly ; and after another fidget, re- 
plied with à ſort of would-be ſeverity, 
vou then judge of others by yourſelf, 
Madam. Have a care Sir George!“ 
tried I ſtarting as in terror. Of what 
Madam ? return d the frighten'd baronet 
wich a fear'd glance all around. Oh no- 
thing !—excuſe me your toes do touch the 
ground yet. Madam!“ retorted he with 
an angry confufon, yet fidgetting ſo for- 
ward at the ſame time that his chair was 
in fome danger of retreating from bim 
1 took up my knotting and humm'd an 
air, 1 ſuppoſe faucily, for he was fo much 
irritated, that he ſnatch'd it from me, and 
grafping it a moment, threw it on the 
floor up I ſtarted haughtily enough. 
« You are rude Sir George! Did no- 
body fet me the example, Madam? re- 
turn d be with a quivering tone of reſent- 
vo ment. 


* . =» 
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| lous, Nke rain upon an Iſlington hollyhock 
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ment. What I had the inlelende to ſmiled 


nay I even condeſeended to be careful of 


your ſafety? lovers T always underſtood 
were happy in the ſmiles of their miſtreſſes. 


—Surely then none were ever ſo bleſt in 
their courtſhips as yourſelf Sir George.” 
„When your ſmiles Madam ſpeak the 


benevolence of your heart, they conſtitute 
the happineſs of mine: when otherwiſe by 


debaling you, they render me doubly vi- 
diculous for chuting you.” Tears were 
in the honeſt man's eyes; nay a ſtraggler 
or two made its eſcape to his cheek; 
where they hung moſt poetically tremu- 


but was ſuch a period to be borne from 
one who had never turn'd an antitheſis in 
his life before? I was near being angry, 
but recovering my temper, ** A mighty 
curious ſpeech ! cried I laughing for ch 
ing me! Why do you really imagine you 
have bought me at ſome market in Conſtan- 


| arg ? Here Fatima! fetch the embroi- 


der'd 
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der'd turban, and order the whiſkers. —You 
are yet indeed I fee but a baſhaw of one tail,” 
lifting by its packthread the Baronet's un- 
fortunate falſe queue, which either by be- 
ing ill faſten'd, or the odd jerks of his odd 
| head, had deſerted its poſt. He ſnatch'd 
it from me, and with a hearty exeeration 
at his. hair-drefſer, committed it to the 
flames. This diſcovery beat him fairly off 
the field; and two hours after, with many 
eurious hums and haws, parentheſis within 
parentheſis, and explanation upon expla- 
vation he gave me to underſtand. with a 
moſt meful eountenance, that his prudence 
had repreſented to him many prudential 
reaſons for nat gratifying an imprudent paſ- 
Gon.” Hand that, in ſhort, he had writ- 
ten ſuch a letter to. my uncle as muſt 
-effeQually put an end to the propos d 
union, at the ſame time that he flatter d 
himſelf he had done me ample juſtice.” — 
And that entre nous, was the only part 


ol bis ſpeech, of which 15 diſtruſted the 
veracity 
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ee . is my chance 
with Lord and Lady Somerſet, if juſtice 
only has dictated in his repreſentations. 


I know him however, better than he knows 


himſelf; and dare believe 1 have an ad- 
vocate in my favor, in one who muſt be 
too ſenſible to fear rival in * ol af- 
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P. S. I do eee MilVernon, G 
cauſe 1 have not the ſame claim to her par- 
don for not having done it before, —Shall 
1 falute her by the name of Obrien, on 


Happy independeney ! which allows her 


to determine her own fate - yet do I nat 
envy her the man, proud, . ſelf-ſufficient 
coxcomb! How I long to laugh at him! 
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Men elt 26 i genden, Jns 
OUR letter my eur Foiend, I re- 
_ceiv'd with that lively ſenſe of plea- 
fare 1 I ſhall always feel in whatever condu- bh 
'ces to your good fortune, and for the firſt 
time in my life begun to think conſcience 
not quite ſo troubleſome a gueſt in others ; 
as" fome author, ſays of ſinterity. Your 
invitation I thank you for: but prythee 
d idſt thou take me for Socrares'? And 
Think 1 ſhould have philoſophy enough 
10 exelaim at fight of thy ſplendor, 
how many things are here 1 do not 
want! Think me at leaſt a more po- 
Alſh'd Athenian; and tho', like his diſci- 


ple 
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pie, I can upon occaſion ſup up my black 
broth without making even a wry face, 


my palate is as dainty as another's, and 


has as luxurious a taſte, as if kind fortune 
had bleſt me with a title. What! come 
with a formal phya, to mingle with a ſtarch- 


ed ſet of antiquated courtiers and wither'd 


beldams, who upon the preſumption of a 


Coronet, ſhall repreſs the ſpirit of five and 
| twenty; ; and plunge youth, health and vi- 


gor, into their on chearleſs inactivity ? 
No! no! Harry Herbert, any thing but 


Erſkine, and I am yours. But my horſes 


dont underſtand the grand pas, and my face 
wants the improvement of a century at leaſt. 
Jeſting apart however, take the portraits of 
one half of the party at your intended in- 
troductory meeting, and then tell me whe- 
ther my preſence will afford either them 
or myſelf pleaſure. Lord Somerſet! A 
well-meaning blockhead, who has no fault 
but that of fancying himſelf as great as 
the premier; and fatiguing you with ſe- 

cond 
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profound confidence and ſecrecy. Lady 
Somerſet! a rank Scotchwoman ! proud 
as Lucifer after he fell, and with as little 


cauſe; yet with as much meanneſs as is 


uſually the companion of ſuch pride : one 
vho calls compliance with the world, know- 
thing that paſſes around her, tho' ſhe- is 
not keen enough to foreſee any. Lord 
Spenſer as good a jockey as Newmarket 
can afford; with an odd compound of the 


his father) not without gleams of under- 
ſtanding. Lady Helen! tho' the eſſence of 


the family yet as odd as the reſt, but with that 


captivating ſomething, no one knows how to 
reſiſt: brought up by her mother-in-law, 


from the perſuaſion ſhe ſhould have children 
ol her own, in total obſcurity, the graces of 
ber mind and perſon had free ſcope to 
| expand. Lady Somerſet at length con- 


vinc d of her error, and ſenſible how high- 


cond hand politics under the notion of 


- * 
- . 
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fool and the coxcomb in him: yet (like 
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ly ſuch beauty might ennoble the family, 
poliſh'd it with every ſtudied elegance of 
good breeding, and ſhe was mtroduc'd at 
Court on her eighteenth birth-day, with'an 
eclat that has thrown an unconquerable 
ſoftneſs and timidity over her manners. 
she is, you will confeſs when you ſee her, 
moſt truly the beauty of nature—drefs, 
_ _ conſequence and ſplendor, ſeem to add 
nothing to her. If ſhe was not delicately 
form'd, you would call her under-ſiz d, 


he has exquiſite gentility, rather than 


elegance; and a ſmiling ſweetneſs of fea- 
_ tures, that ſeems repreſs d only by modeſ- 
ty: ſoſt retiring eyes, in which all the purity 
of her mind is collected, and a luxuriance 
of auburn hair. A whimſical court beau- 
ty! with whom diamonds ſeem incongru- 
ous, - and whom powder half - diſguiſes : 
her parents have made her ſuch; but it 
is a charaQter ſhe cannot long ſupport, 
unleſs ſhe derives variety from the dif- 
play of her natural one. Tho' not daz- 
| zled 
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_ zled by ſplendor, her faculties are repreſo d 
by it; nor is there perhaps, in the circle 
of St. James's, a diſpoſition, leſs. known. 
Thdſe gentle features, are but veils, to. a 


where ſhe diſlikes, but with ten times her 
underſtanding. Sanguine, impaſſion d. — 
keen even to a degree of the ſarcaſtic, ſhe 
pierces . into every character, whilit appa- 
rently. inattentive to all. Internally. con- 
ſcious of beauty, pride and good ſenſe 
ſtruggle with the weakneſs of her ſex, and 
not having power to make her contemn the 
fattery, frequently transfer the diſdain to the 
flatterer. To this fair damſel you are not 
ignorant of my devoirs, the tantalizing gip- 
ſey neither accepted or declin d them. and 
L bad. too much vit to come to a poſitive 
well, enough! to admit me te a familiarity 
that enabled me to develop her real cha- 
2 ae think of play- 


; :- 08 


—_— — cm wo bd 


mind, full of Lady Somerſetis haughtineſs 


ssd 
rcle, 


: 
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ing the ſblemn fool, in other words, the 
matrimonial one; which would juſt have 
been marring ber fortune, without making: 
my own. | Lady Somerſet ſavd us an 


ecdaireiſſoment, by one more diverting, 


anda ſtrain d civility has ſubſiſted between 
us, ever ſinee her Ladyſhip made the un- 
lacky difeovery, that ſhe was neither ſo 
yu___ or-ſo bandſome as-her gong, 
law; 405 o eil 13 

Curioſity however to ſee ſo whimſical 
a group, will I believe bring me on 
Thurſday. I ſhall dreſs at the Bull, 
ſhould you therefore have a leiſure half. 
hour before that of my viſit, you know 


where: to find me in the interim, if you 
axe diſpoſed ta depoſit me: finally. with my. 
anceſtoxe, you; have only to incloſe fagh! 
anathexormon: of iSir George s tlie daſt. 
I; Wille neceſſary however to ſecure poſt 
horſes, for 'fkanj9; the. caroner's, inqueſt: 
command my head to be open'd, ten to 

vol one 
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one but they find it Tying in ſome odd 
corner of my brain, (and it muſt be an 
odd one where my brains lie) like ſo much 
laudanum. 0 Sdeath Herbert! what a 
wretched figure. would: the handſomeſt fel - 
low upon earth make, when the coarſe paw. 
of a difſeQer prepares him for a glaſs-caſe l 
tis a vile thought, ſo adieu to it! and 
let the gentle hand of a friſeur, adorn mine 
in a ſtile fitter for Sir Joſhua, or the more. 
elegant incloſure of ſhagreen. 


- 
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n ene ade, 4 dee y 
Sir George, to have amaſs d ſuch a fund of 
ſagacity before five and thirty, How mali- 
cious is time Wem moſt 
Jegible wrinkles, on 'a countenance where 
nen gere ax rear 


How 
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How tenderly too, do we allow for the 
follies of others, where they chance to re- 
fer to our own ! the good Baronet, I doubt 
not, thinks it a much more excuſable er- 
ror to purchaſe at his age, the legal favors | 
of beauty, than accept them at mine on 
the more liberal claims of nature. I had 


forgot that perhaps, he did not think it 


neceſſary to tell you, he quitted England, 
(where no doubt his rhetoric,” as he -moſt 
pompouſly inſinuates, would have done 


wonders between you and Lord Melroſs,) 
on the more important buſineſs of -marry- 


ing a girl of eighteen. O tempore! O 
mores !——Theſe are our modern ſages! 


Vol. I. F L E T. 
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T Mifs Vernon From Lady Helen 


Stanton A Feb. 

F my dear Sophia, like ſome of our 
Iden ſcholars, you do not ſcorn to 
remember ſo inſignificant a perſon in the 
literary world as our old friend Aſop, you 
VWill perhaps, recolle& the fable of the boy 
and the bull. I have feign'd terror ſolong 

that T fear 1 ſhall ever be ſaſpeRed, and 

yet nothing is more certain, than that I am 

In imminent danger, and, without your aſ- 
ſiſtance, muſt perforce, tumble headlong 
into that gulf which is more impaſſable 
than the Styx. Oh Hymen! Hymen! 
how are thy ſacred rights profan'd! we 

have converted thy ſaffron robe into one 

of parchment, and exchang'd thy myrtles 
| 5 elms and oaks, | 
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Our viſit was conducted with all due 
; ſolemnity. My mother's hair whiter than 


the Alps, with like them as I have been 
told, occaſional ſpots abounding in all the 
beauties of Flora. Of my father's head, 


I fay nothing: but of honeſt Vaughan's, 
who for the greater ftate, was mingled in 


our train, 1 may venture to obſerve, that 


if you can imagine a freſh well powder d 


wig popt upon an old duſty buſt, it will 
afford you a very competent idea of it. 


My brother, careleſsly degage, as certain, e- 


ven at his worſt, of eclipſing his new relation. 
As to myſelf, who ſhall paint to you the 


length of my train? Over which I already 


maliciouſly enjoy'd the various ſtumblings, 


recoveries and aukward apologies of my 


deſtin'd Lord, for ſuch our new relation 1 
found was to be. My hair ſo lightly and 
elegantly dreſt, it ſeemi'd ſearce able to 


_ ſupport the feathers that play'd over it; 
eyes lighted up with all the dignity of con- 


ſcious rank; a complexion illumin'd with 
F 2 Vvoanity 
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vanity and hope; and thus all flutter, all 


pomp, did we alight at Mount Herbert: 


there, whilſt ſweeping towards the drawing 
room, an accidental glance ſhew'd me a 


door half open, thro' which a perſpective 


preſented itſelf of two gay, agreeable, ele- 
gantly dreſt men, who were indolently 
leaning againſt the billiard table. Oh ! the 


involuntary impulſe by which every wo- 


man collects her air, and animates every 


Feature, at ſight of a pretty fellow! did I 
| tread too gently think you? Or was I ſor- 


ry when a chance look diſcover'd to me 


the features of Obrien in one? Or when 


throwing open the door, he alarm'd his 
companion, who captivated me with a bow 
ſo ſeducingly reſpectful, ſeconded by a 
countenance where correQed vivacity gave 
ſuch charms to ſoftneſs, that even the ſau- 
cy Obrien, had about as much ſhare in 
my curtſy as if ſtill in Pall-Mall. The 


air, the manner, the ſociety of the un- 


known, 


INNOCENCE. 104 


known, proclaim'd him the gentleman, and 


his undreſs left me no doubt of the rela- 
tion, Honeſt Thomas! Didſt thou think 
me blind, when after thou hadſt 'open'd 
the door of the drawing-room a quarter 
of an hour, I diſcover'd I was to enter it ? 
Or following thee along the well known 
gallery, ſeem'd as much at a loſs as if tra- 
cing the courſe of the Nile, Surpriſe, 
confuſion, a half mixture of pleaſure, and 
a ſtrong one of uncertainty concerning my 
behaviour, leſt me for awhile 'only the 
aukward ſpeQtator of the compliments paid 
Lord Melroſs, on his recovery. But alas! 
what havock had that eruel invader of the 
ſpirit, lightneſs and agility of threeſcore, 
made in my poor uncle. Diſappointment 
ſat in wrinkles on every feature. The 
ſcatter'd locks, rebellious to the hand of 
the valet, and indeed no longer adorn'd 
for conqueſt, retain'd the impreſſion of the 
night-cap ; ; and cruel Cupid, not content 
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Vith the „„ in his 3 had fl 


maliciouſly left him maim d in che toe | 
one ſolitary leg dangled to the ground, 


wWhilſt the other remain'd ſupported by an 


immenſe cargo of cuſhions and crimſon 


velvet. The firſt ceremonies paſt, his 


Lordſhip apologiz d with great ſolemnity 


forthe abſence of his ſon; whom he aſſur- 
ed us he had but the moment before diſ- 


patch d to turn over ſome parliamentary 
debates. I could indeed have inform d 
him how deep the young gentleman was 


The fame engaging air of good- breeding 
and reſpect was now only temper'd with a 

leſs diſtant addreſs. A happy dignity, 
compounded of perſon and mind, left not 
one doubt even inthe moſt arrogant of the 


company, of the manner in which they 


{ſhould receive him. Every one ſtood ſuſ- 


pended, and tacitly allow d a rank from 
_ which tho“ fortune might exclude, the 


could never degrade; him, Oh! my dear, 
| how 


, O00" 9-0. 
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how inſignificant are half the human race, 
| gompar'd with what they aught to be. That 


ſuperiority, all felt without acknowledging, 
ſtruck me with a degree of contempt, I 


could hardly repreſs. Faſhion made me 


the little idol, and of. courſe the better 
judge; the half whiſpers, unmeaning ogles, 
and more unmeaning compliments, with 
which I was. ſurrounded, inclin'd me to 
break filence, by ſuch a lecture as few of 


them had ever heard. Mr. Erſkine, alone 
paid my heart the compliment of not of 


fending my underſtanding; and whilſt his 
eyes told me I was a handſome woman, 
his converſation prov'd he thought me a 
ſenſible one. Yet our aſſembly in the af- 
ternoon was brilliant, and many of our 


gentlemen of the firſt rank. But conſe- 


quence, conſequence my dear Sophia, is 
unknown, or loft, in the preſent age. A 
buckram hero, who looks like little: better 
than his own trophy, is my averſion : but 

F 4 a 
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an overgrown. petit maitre, is ſuch a ſa- 
tire upon all they can advance in favor of 
their own dignity, as cannot be equall'd. 
No flow of words, no nervous turn of 
thinking, they are mere olives in mind as 
well as complexion; paſſable enough in a 
cluſter; but abſolutely inſipid and diſguſt- 
ing ſingly. Our evening was as dull as 
cards and ſcandal could make it: yet I 
was yex'd to the heart at the pointed man- 
ner in which 1 was ſingled out to Mr. 
Erſkine, whoſe gallantry, (Oh! how un- 
worthy a word!) whoſe delicacy let me 
 fay, left it not in their power to compel 
attentiors, I trembled to receive. Obrien 
gave, me the higheſt character of him; do 
not however deceive yourſelf! it was Obri- 
en-like, he allow'd him eaſe, gaiety, ſpirit, 
vivacity to every degree but vice, un- 
bounded goodnature and courage, in ſhort, 
all thoſe dazzling qualities which make and 
deſtroy: the happineſs of the oppoſite ſex ; 
his perſon he ſpoke lighteſt of; tho' entre 


nous 
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nous, he has no contemptible opinion of 
one not a tenth part as handſome. But 
what pretty fellow can do juſtice to another! 
To ſhorten my tale, at midnight we de- 
parted; when the manlieſt, handſomeſt 
hand, that ever yet claſp'd that of a fair 


lady, was ready to receive mine, and con- 


duQted me to the carriage, as Rickerdfon: 


lays, © with a | grace all his own.” 


The fatisfaQtion of my parents Gil my * 
return, overwhelm'd me with regret and 
chagrin; that told me more forcibly than any 
language, the difficulties I ſhould have to en- 
counter, in declining a Hatch fo Highly deſi- 
rable.. Even my brother has no intereſt to- 
counteradt it; nor can Imake him one: ſince: - 


it is probable, Lord Melroſs will reſign all 


other claims but thoſe upon my little eſtate 
of Mulbery-Mount: by which means the 


proviſion for younger children, would re- 


turn to Spenſer, who I am ſure would be 
glad of it—for none are Tſo covetous as. 
| L. A, ; the 


* 


106 ERRORS OF. 


the prodigal. You my. dear Sophia, are. 

my only hope; your heart is. diſengag d; 

if my. coufin anſwers the firſt impreſſion, 
vou cannot make a more deſerving choice. 

Vour rank, fortune, perſon, all tell me you 
Aol | are a rival, too powerful for my family to 
| | _ _ contend with; and as for Obrien, believe 
me he is no match for you. In matrimo- 
| | ny, mental advantages ſhould. be at leaſt 
} | equal, and with all his accompliſhments he 
1 will fall far ſhort of yourſelf; in a word, 
| | he is an agreeable hair-brain, who with a 
| great deal of ſhrewdneſs, draws no other 
1 obſervation from it than that of the moment. 
— 1 To ſuch a man, the light and elegant 
| vivacity which. ſprings at once from re- 
flection and diſcernment, would in a little 
time be an object of wonder and envy.— 
| 


Miſs Sutherland appears to me a character 
ſo much more congenial, that I have often 
wonder'd at their jars; but as love has 
ſometimes no ſurer root than thoſe, I am 

: a | not 


— 
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not at all convinc'd that time; and the re- 
ſtraints of maturer years, may not unite 
their tempers and affections. Her birth 


| entitles her to ſuch a match, and in Ire- 


land they would doubtleſs. hold a diftin- 


guiſh'd rank; as Sir William Nugent, his 


uncle; is our miniſter's right hand. Lord 


Melroſs in deſpite of the gout, goes to town 


next week. to ſee his ſon preſented, We 
are to give a ſplendid. entertainment on 
the ' occaſion, a few: days. after. Can you 
reſolve to oblige me by being preſent, if I 


0 ſend you a card? Only anſwer it and leave 


me to manage the matter with Lady Som- 
erſet. If ſhe frowns, her quarrel is with 
nature; and your heart may pardon her in 
acknowledgment of. | the tribute to your 
vanity. 4; Toy 
| Adieu. a | 
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| To the Hon. Henry Herbert Erſtine—From | 
Mr. Oren. 1 0 


| | St. 1 Street. 
F a eri old fellow, and wither'd ' 
* hag; who envy thee every advantage, 
| a ſee nothing in thy joys but diſtorted 
images of thoſe they have never done re- 
gretting, be acquiſitions, I congratulate 
thee! Oh Herbert! ſuch a viſit! methinks I 
ſtill ſee the antiquated coxcombs ſmile ſneer- 
ingly upon thee, and hate thee for daring 
to be their ſuperior... The women indeed 
were more gracious, and could have for- 
given thy being young, on the modeſt con- 
ditzon of thy forgetting they were old. — 
Nay, theſe antiques are not content with 
being the torments of their coevals; the 
ſtare of dullneſs lives to future generati- 
ons: and the faithful canvaſs, tranſmits the 
n d melancholy 
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melancholy hiſtory of decrepitude and de- - 
cay; to ſuceeeding ages. How often has a 
ſhallow-pated coxcomb led me chro a gal- 
lery of fooliſh faces, only to afford me the 
unneceſſary conviction, that his own was 
the eſſence of all! Let theſe human cater- 
pillars, whilſt luggiſhly wantoning in the 


dounties of nature, believe thee no leſs a 


grub than themſelves! but let friendſhip 
ſtrip thee of the tinſel of anceſtry, and, like 
the gallant ſpirited Savage, admire; thee 
more for wanting it. Prythee Herbert, no 
ſober faces! I loathe conſtraint ; and tho” 
I honor virtue, hate the farce of it. Lord 


Melroſs it is true is thy father, hut ſhouldſt 


thou tell me, thou couldſt aſſume affeQion, 
as eaſily as a coronet, I would forſwear 
thee for the honeſt fellow I had hitherto 
lov'd, and leave thee to the worthy ſociety 
of thy . 2 


Aut Helen Wil ſhone a little Venus 


* che group, and flatter'd you by a 


diſtinction 
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us fairly tie up together friend, and take 


company. If it turns out well, we will 
humour the girls, and admire our own ſa- 
gacity : if otherwiſe, e en rail at the ſex, 
and have the pleaſure of going to logger- 

heads with each other, inſtead of ourſelves, 
| for being inveigled by them. The name 


of my fair one, F believe I told you long. 


fince is Vernon; a moſt adorable girl, but 


an errant” coquette: one whoſe greateſt 


charm lies in uniting the faults of her 
whole race, and who never ſaw the man: 
ſhe did not wiſh: to enſlave; with that ſoft. 
and winning ſimplicity of manner which 
makes us run into the ſnare with our eyes. 
open. That ſhe is. mine, I do from my 
ſoul believe. Mine, by the moſt flatter-. 
ing ties: love, doubt, caprice, every thing 
woman can feel, or man inſpire. Yet: 
does. the gipſey ſtill pretend to make a ſe- 


_ diſtinQiion ſhe rarely ſhews any one. Let 


this laſt frohe, as we have many others in 


faith ! my. remittances. come ſo irregularly 
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cret of it, leſt the acknowledgment of a. 
triumph, ſhould leſſen the number of her 


_ captives. The, houſe, however is taken, 


and. all the paraphernalia of bridal finery 


in preparation, tho ſlowly. I have alſo 
bought Digby's little Villa near Richmond, 


as a cot to retire to this ſummer ; tho” 


from the poor devils in Ireland, that I 


hardly know. where, to find the purchaſe 


money, unleſs my goddeſs eee to 
pay for her own — | 


if ones up to town next week, as 


propos'd, you ſhall call with me in Pall 


Mall, and be the better able to judge of 
my choice. As the devoted of Lady He- 
len, you will be doubly welcome to Miſs 
Vernon; for they are very miracles of 
female friendſhip. How welcome your 
ſociety will be to me, I need not add: 
profeſſions are unworthy of either of us. 
And tho' I cannot wo the eloquent pom- 


polity 
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bab of Sir W dictate whit you 
ſhould do, yet if to defend what you have 


done, and give you credit for what you 
intend, be a merit, you will find me as 


ready to draw a trigger in your cauſe, 


any fool of ſeven and twenty. Take ah 
however as you ſee me. Follies I have: but 


don' t intend a priggiſn fellow ſhould claim 


a merit for informing me of them. I 
long ago ſettled my confcience in the fol- 
lowing manner; viz. That I am too young 
not to want advice, and too old to. 
purſue it. Therefore till I am nearer one- 
period or the other, muſt beg leave to re- 


main juſt what. I am, and that 1 is, | 


5 incerely Yo ours, 


GRORCE OBRIEN. 


P. 8. Let me ſee you as ſoon as you: - 


arrive: I would anticipate the world by 
introducing you myſelf to Miſs Vernon.— 


But remember my complaiſance is tax 


upon your honor. 
* 4 EE: . 


* 
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To Lady Helen Spenſer — From Maſs Vernon, 


| Pall. Mall, 


O the whimſical propoſal of my friend 


what anſwer can be given? Made 
as it is ſo ſeriouſly too. If we are hurt 
at parents when they diſpoſe of hands, 
without the knowledge of their children, 
what is to be ſaid of thoſe ho aſſume ſo 
arbitary a power over hearts? I ſhould be 
ſorry methinks, to impute my affection for 
you to impulſe, and yet when I find it 
extend to a branch of your family ſo late - 
ly found, and ſo little known, as Mr. 


Erſkine, 1 believe I muſt grant my under- 


ſtanding the credit of ſuch an excuſe. — 
Your letter was but a ſecond motive of 
prepoſſeſſion in his favor; for a few morn- 
ings after Mr, Obrien's return from Mount 
Herbert, he introduc'd in the ſon of 


Lad 
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Lord Melroſs, that alan and am 
nate young man, who had been ſo much 
the object of my curioſity and concern. 
My diſconcerted air alone muſt have re- 
call'd my features to his memory, for after 
a moment of mutual ſurpriſe, with enli- 
ven d eyes and accent, he diſpens d with 
the offer d ceremony; telling Mr. Obrien, 
E that my on benevolence had already 
been his moſt diſtinguiſhing introduction.“ 

I believe he would not have ſaid this; a 
glance declar'd at once the doubt and the 
reſalution; but he ſaw I was embarraſs d, 


and that, fince concealment was impoſſible, 


whatever was faid ought, to be immedi- 
ate. I know not what anſwer J return'd : 
ſomething of my-being only the inſtrument 
of the benevolence. he honor'd by recol- 
letting. I am fure he did not believe me: 
I ſaw it in every feature; but I ſaw at 
the fame moment, a deference ſo flatter- 
ing, 1 felf-conciliating, that I could ſcarce 
_ regret his gueſſing that he was indebted to 


oy 


pear d ſo inſipid, ſo familiar, in a word, 
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— 


my own diſcernment, for a generoſity 1 


am not certain I ſhould have been. pleas'd 


at his imputing to another. Mr. Obrien 
ſaid, (oddly enough for how | ſhould he 
ſo immediately conceive the circumſtance?) 
that to be unhappy was always a ſufficient 

claim on my heart; to which, Mr. Erſkine | 
politely. added, that it was one half his 
ſex might plead when they had ſeen me. 
Ah ! my dear Lady Helen, why. do you 


_ accuſe the frankeſt temper in the world of 


inſincerity? I own to you I was more 
pleas'd with every: trifling compliment from 
your couſin, than reaſon can juſtify or par- 
tiality excuſe. That elegant affability in 
his manners which throws a dignity over 


every perſon and every thing, contraſted 
with the levity of Mr. Obrien, ſunk the 


ſo unpleaſing. Yet it is not that Mr. Erſ- 


kine wants r but he diſcriminates 


character; 


_ charafter; nor idly, like his friend, abſorbs 
all in the lightneſs of his own. He did 
not confine his acknowledgments to the 
moment of addreſſing me, but as Obrien 
had invited himſelf to be our eſcorte round 

the Park, Mr. Erſkine dzd us the honor 
of accompanying him. e had however, 
little converſation, as the gentlemen were 
on horſe· back; yet I thought the reſerve 
of the one, increas d with the gaiety of 
the other; and 1 was either diſpos'd to be 
captious or Mr. Obrien never appear d to 


leſs advantage; in ſhort, he was quite 


_ difagreeable. Mrs. Davenport's relation- | 
ſhip having authoriz'd her employing him, 

he is now eternally officious about our fur- 
- niture, and never choſe a worſe time to be 
minute on the orders he had given. Am 
1 not miſtreſs of myſelf, my dear ? but 
there are a ſet of people inthe world who 


 _ _ having got a ſmall inſight into your affairs, 


always do you the favor of ſuppoſing you 
know not how to conduct them, 
In 
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In the evening 1 had a note from Sit 
James, on the ſubje& of his obliging in- 
terference between me and my mother's fa- 


mily; Lord Almerſtone is indiſpos'd, and 


his Lady conſequently much diſtreſt; their 
_ wiſhes however ſtill unite with mine for a 


\ 


reconciliation, which is only delay'd till 


his Lordſhip's recovery. I take much 
pleaſure in the hope of recovering thoſe 
natural ties which give ſo great a charm to 
life. The conduct of the late Lord to my 
mother, being equally inexcuſable either 
as a brother or a man, was an effectual 
bar between us: but to extend reſentment 
to ſo diſtant a branch as now fills the title, 
would be a folly. When I fee} within 
myſelf the abſolute neceſſity for ſuch con- 
neQtions, I ſcarce wonder that thoſe un- 
fortunate' beings, whoſe birth precludes 
them from every claim of nature, are gene- 
rally victims to vice. Sweet claims which 
warm and purify the heart! which teach 


it to value affection, and to deſerve it.— 


Excluded 
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| Excluded from them it becomes one: vaſt 
void; its feelings ungratified, and its 
principles unfupported. Thoſe very feel- 
| ings lead to exceſs, and without knowing 
the guiding impulſe, ſuch ſolitary individu- 
als ſeek in a courſe of irtegular pleaſures, 
the happineſs, which had they been born 
in the quiet circle of domeſtic life, they 
would perhaps have found exiſted only 
there. The ſenſibility of youth is ſo ra- 


pid and fo ſwelling that it requires a thou- 


ſand little currents to divert its force.— 
Mine was often a ſource of pain to me, 
before cuſtom familiariz'd me to the com- 
mon intercourſe of life. It was perpetual - 
ly ſtriving to diſcover the ſame in others; 
it ſought for friends where it found only 
acquaintance ; alternately expanding and 
contracting without taſting the ſweets of 
2 or r the FW viniuſiaſin of conge- 


OP 
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vaſt I 6return you Mifs Sutherland's letter, 
| its with thanks for her obliging enquiries.— 
She has, a moſt agreeable levity; yet 
whilſt there is a Lady Helen in the world, 
Miſs Sutherland muſt pardon me if I re- 
gard her but in a ſecondary point of view: 
A warm heart and a gentle temper, 
are the compounds which alone 'pro- 
duce perfection; thro'. the mild chan- 
nel -of the latter, every emotion of the 
former comes purified and calm'd ; the 
| paſſions wear the robe of the graces, and 
therefore appear doubly amiable. Nor 
ſhould I ſo highly eſteem even my beſt be- 
loved friend, if I did not believe the ſweet- 
neſs of her diſpoſition would perpetually 
temper the keenneſs of her underſtanding, 
and thus breathe over it that feminine 
ſoftneſs, by which alone we can be truly 
charming. | 
Yours ever. 
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Pi. S. Will: you pardon me for not at- 
tending you on the day fix dꝰ Whether La- 


dy Somerſet's motive is, or is not, of the 


flattering nature you mention, if ſhe wiſh- 
es to exclude me from her parties, ſurely 
neither you nor I, are entitled to croſs 
her. I ſincerely acquit her of any diſlike 
to me, but both pride and nn for- 
bid N intruſion. 
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To ca- oe -b. Mr. Tin 
TEINS inn 

D n Mount Herbert, Eb. 

E abruptneſs of my departure, Fe 
George, is its own apology, as it 
pal oe voluntary: tho', to ſay 
truth, the pomp of ceremonious introdut- 


tions is ſo inſipid, tit L am not ſorry to 
quit the field, and let the reſt of the world 


take me upon report. We have been con- 
ſtant gueſts at Stanton-Audley; to mor- 
row we become inmates there for a few 
days: but tho' allow d every opportunity 


Lam unable to enter into the character of 
Lady, Helen, or diſcover a trace of that 
diſtinction you ſo clearly perceiv'd. That 


ſhe treats me vith politeneſs is true: but 
it is a politeneſs that ſhrinks from a re- 
turn, and repreſſes my attentions while it 
demands my reſpect. In ſhort, whether 

Vol. I. G pride 
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pride or. the coldneſs of her heart is the 


cauſe, it is certain mine does not acknow- 


ledge her with ardor, and, to deal open- 
ly with you, finds another image, infinite- 
ly nearer it than her's. You were a witneſs 
of the ſurpriſe, the pleaſure I felt, in diſ- 
covering the ſuppos'd Lady Georgina, to 
be Miſs Vernon. Oh George! with what 
calmneſs do you mention your union with 
that charming girl ! and what are the titles, 
the graces of Lady Helen, when compar'd 
with thoſe eyes whoſe every glance beams 
mind, and that cheek whoſe varying ver- 
million ſeems but it's rich eſſence, warm 
from the heart. I own to you I was de- 
lighted, faſcinated with her; fo faſcinated, 
chat like half the fools of my ſex I could 
bow down to the ideal goddeſs, and create 
her as many virtues as ſhe has charms.— 
Yet did 1 ſo well confine my admiration, 
as to deny her vanity even the power of 
wounding you: and, to convinee you I 
4 r have 
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| have not plung 'd too deeply, had modera - 


tion enough in my urdors to remember 


rather what you had to loſe that what I 


could gain. Yet 1 "was not blind to the 
Spaniard-like gl you caſt at me. By 
my faith! Obrien, thou art an errant 


Quixote at heart, but that modern chival- 


ry, is quite the revetſe of the ancient; for 
where one fellow tilted with you for not 
thinking his miſtreſs handſome, a dozen 
will be ready to do it now for the op- 
* reaſon. 


On my return to Lady Helen, (after we 


had been to Pall-Mall) I composd my 


ſeatures to a faſhionable ſtoiciſm, and 
gravely told her, I had the honor of be- 
ing introduc'd to Miſs Vernon; a pretty 


female trepidation inflantly diſartang'd the 


ſmiles and graces, whilff with all the bloo- 
my eagerneſs of conſcious beauty, ſhe 
aſk'd me whether, I did not think her 
very handſome ? This happens to be one 
G 2 _of 
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of choſe many queſtions which I have ever 
conſider d in the mouth of a pretty wo- 
man as an indirect way of deſiring a flat 


contradittion: and as one vice is quite as 
Natural to our ſex, as the other can poſ- 


fibly be toſtheirs, I had forſworn my con- 


 Tejence before I found but I had anſwer d 


her queſtion. I am not ſure ſhe; was 
pleas d, and I believe each was juſt hy- 


intended to be ſuch. 


Ws he world, 1 ſuppoſe has already in- 
mid you, that the cauſe of my father's 
— retreat, was the ſudden re- 


How hard is it to laugh at ourſelves !— 
wih ſenſe to feel ridiculous, he has not 
enough to make the confeſſion ; and in- 
vites he very deriſion he would avoid ; 


Lor as to love, I. believe he has as little 


remaining, as if her Ladyſhip had done 


him the favor ſhe went four hundred miles 


3 : 77 to 


;Pocrite,:enough to let the n ſee e 


turn of the Captain and Lady: Georgina. 


ver 
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to ſhun. Ho ſevere too the juſtice, which 


ever renders the votaries of the world it” $ 
victims! and doubles” the acuteneſs of 
mortification; whilſt it deadens the powers 
of - enjoyment. Beware, my dear Obri- 


en, of the dangerous - deluſion! of alt 
| ſciences: I have ever conſider'd knowledge 
of the world as the leaſt deſirable. It is 
bartering our pureſt pleaſures for a name: 


we laugh ourſelves into it; but the laſt 
ſmile it extorts is the grave of dur hap- 
ey 
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My: a not an diſpatck'd, 7 give 
you the little hiſtory of the day -a pre- 
"as no ways calculated to improve it 
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but novelty, my Rand can give amuſe- 
ment to, high life, and the bows of a ſe- 
nator may fometimes be as diverting as 


the whims of an oxonian. To reſcue how- 


ever my epiſtle, and your eyes, I muſt 
tell you I have diſcovered a myſtery : La- 


dy Helen, the timid, the reſerv'd Lady 


Helen; has a lover: and, what is really 
ludicrous, without being the object in 
queſtion, „eee eee cqard 


= ia aſeertain d. 


3 On our return from a walk round the 


Terrace, we turn'd into a ſmall garden par- 


lor, in which hangs a picture of Lady 


Helen, and behind it, whilſt ſhe was care- 


leſely running over the keys of the harp- 


ſichord, my father's indefatigable eyes ſpi- 
ed a card, to which he awaken'd our at- 
tention by ſome very pointed ſmiles that 
paſs'd between him and Lord Somerſet on 


the reading. I rather enquir'd the jeſt 
from good manners than a ; (for 


the 


the mirth of half the world is but a tax 


And giving it an angel's mind, 
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levied upon the muſcles of their neighbors) 
and with. ſome difficulty, had the cauſe 
of it put in my hand, where- I read the 
—_— lines oh 3 


In ancient times, to prove her {kill, 
Dame Nature, Helen drew; 

Ne found that faſter than ſhe wrought, | 
The fatal beauty flew. | 


More equally each fature age 
Enjoy'd the matron's care, | 

And many roll'd away,—nor ſaw 
A Helen half ſo fair. 


Her error  prov'd at length by time, 
The long ſav'd duſt ſhe choſe, 


The ſecond Helen role. 


« Oh! kad I finiſh'd, thus the Fair 
Of ruin'd Greece,” ſhe ſaid, 
« Her virtues would have reconcil'd, 
The foes her beauty made,” N 
G 4 One 
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One gel oer in che above 
| the hand was ſo extremely like my own, 
that a keen eye could ſcarce diſcover the 
difference: and I was crown'd: with more 
laurels than Waller, before I had time to 

- difavow my title to them. Poetry and 
| Women, are the Seylla and Charybdis of 
my father; on either of which, his reaſon 
is ſure to be vreck : and 1 believe he 
never thought me 76 much his ſon, as 
when I began to think myſelf leaſt ſo.— 
One glance of Lady Helen however diſ- 
cover id to me that ſhe had a truer moni- 
ter within; and I perceiv'd a flow of ter- 

ror and ſurpriſe. give that luſtre of ſenſi- 
bility to her charms, which never fails to 
double them. Satisfied with regard to 
her, 1 was not at the trouble of confuting 
the charge further ; and bought reputation 
at the ſmall expence of ſilence. Adieu! 
however to tranquillity in the fair boſom 
of Lady Helen: ſhe is no longer the ſame 
being. A tremor ſeizes her whole frame 
| 2 * Nh if 
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if I approach; her cheek i is manded, Dy 


the ſoft lid «ſeems even to oppreſs her eye. 
To ſpeak upon the ſubject, would be per- 
haps to ſeek a confidence" dangerous to me, 
and uſeleſs to her. III confirm'd in the 


2 affections of my father, it is yet too ear- 


ly io think of mingling in the affairs of his 
ſamily ; and an anonymous lover cannot be 
an equal. Thus eireumſerib' d, of all my 
active faculties, curioſity alone. is. free, 
and time muſt be it's gratifier. Once more 
Adieu! apropos, you have ſeen, Miſs 


Sutherland. What think you of the en- 


clos d We are neither of us ſpar'd in it: 
but I am not ſure whether. you will plead 


* 
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e 1 * 'E K XIX. 
To the 0 Henry Herbert Erftine—Fron 
7 ir N ruin 


My 1 . - ai Feb. 
I ſhould rather have ſuppos d friendſhip 
= would have curtatitd ceremony than 
given place to it: ſince out of the number 
of thoſe to -whom you devogeſ the time 
you would not allow for Wii to 'me, 
there was not perhaps one who enter'd ſo 
warmly into your concerns. I know your 
heart; but the warmth of intention is apt 
to miſlead young people from real aQion, 
and 1 find has induc'd you to ſatisfy your- 
ſelf with a reſolution of ſhewing ſome pub- 
lic proof of gratitude, for with-holding from 


me the fimple and true one of private con- 


fidence. Sir James Meadows wrote me 


.the particulars you omitted. 1 heartily 
' congratulate 


"4 
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eomgratilate-you, on the acquirement fa 


rank you have it in your power to adorn : 
and ſhall add nothing, but that I hope for 
your own ſake, you will not {et too great 
a value' upon it ; fince whenever you be- 
gin to think it your firſt okra os aan 
will. find. it your only one. 


Vom intended alliance with Lady He- 
len, willf if it” ever takes place, conduce 
no doubt f r happineſs; ſhe is a ſweet 
and mods FYoung creature; very ill cal- 


<ulated for ihe engine of her mother- in- 


law's. ambition; with juſt that underſtand- 
ing, wich «which a prudent man may be 
content; but nature reſerv'd ſhining ta- 
lents for her couſin, whom you have not 
yet ſeen. This young lady is the daugh- 
ter of Lady Somerſet's only ſiſter, by a 
Scots enfign of the name of Sutherland. 
He was kill'd during the laſt war, leaving 
a. child. totally unprovided for, as his wife 

| G. 6, didi 
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did not ſurvive he birth... A ſentiment of 
national pride, I believe indue d Lady So- 
merſet to adopt, and give her her own 


name; but finding two beauties unſaleabie 
ati once, the one of them is diſpatch'd by | 
the noble Earl to a convent, * ma om 


is __ d of... 


Miſs Sutherland is now twenty; ; her fo 


tures are not ſo ſmall and delicate as Lady 


Helen's, nor yet with the madona caſt of 


their mutual friend, Miſs Vernon. Her 


eyes bright; languiſhing, and dark; her 


_ complexion palely tranſparent, here the 
_ carnation; is ever mounting, without gain- 

ing too much ſtrength; her noſe a deli- 
cate aquiline; and round her lips, ever 


half diſſolving into a ſmile, a thouſand 


light and ſeducing dimples continually play, 
without our ever being able to trace a 


fix d one. To theſe graces of perſon, ſhe 


nunites a mind capable of every excellence; 
"WM 2 ; ; | * | ; | 2 
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a poignant underſtanding, and an expreſ. 
fon; of it but too lively. My deſire of 
ſeeing this lovely girl independent of her 
relations, led me to an offer you may per- 
haps have heard of: and ſhould Lady He- 
len not accord with the wiſhes of her fa- 
mily, you cannot do better than turn your 
eyes to her couſin, . and atone for the ma- 
lice of her fortune, by a proper regard for 
her merit; afſur'd that you ſhould, on any 
occaſion. of that nature, command more 
than my heart. MT 


Obrien, I think fhew'd you no great 
kindneſs in not viſiting you at C—. How 
you young men ſettle theſe matters, I know 
not: it appears to me, as if you mutually 
gave and took the privilege of ſetting 
aſide friendſhip, for a miſtreſs, a dice-box 
and a bottle; ſince it was one of thoſe 
important concerns I dont doubt, that 
took up his time, Do you value your 
friend 


- = 
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friend as you do your mirror, only for 
ſhewing a likeneſs of yourſelf ? If you do, 
Pray dont chuſe one which deforms you! 
In expeRation of a longer a than 
tek laſt,* I remain 133 


1 


Yor free Friend, 


68. Inwin.. 
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1 Lady Halen Speyſer—From 1 Vernon. 


5 Pall. Mal Feb. „ 

Bs * and alarming ſtate both of 
your health and mind when you left 
town, has fill'd me with a thouſand appre- 
henſions; and I can ſcarce pardon Lady 
Georgina, for being the cauſe of my loſ- 
ing you at the only period of my life, 
when I had flatter'd myſelf my ſympathy 
might have been of ſervice. You have 
then a ſecret—a ſecret which preys upon 
yout heart, and to. which mine is a ſtrang- 
er—which even undermines your conſti- 
tution ; ſurrounded with all the luxuries of 
life, alas! what fatality is it that ſecretly 
embitters humanity, nor ſuffers. one plea 


not ach upon the ſenſe. Could. I form 
any obje@ of particular attachment even 


2 
1 
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in fancy, I ſhould. not heſitate for the 
ſource of your Anxiety ; but whatever lim- 
its 1 aſſign it, I am ſtill at a loſs; and find 
myſelf reduc d to the mortifying neceſſity 
of ſuppoſing I have been deficient, either 

in ee * 


0 „ 


* 
Mr. Dwvicmpbee ( ns dm his! ſiſter 
_ to'Irvland in a few weeks) made me to- 


day a propoſal of reſuming the agreement 


enter id into during my minority, Which in- 
veſted; his father with the uſe of my for- 
tune on my receiving the income. Theſe 


terms adopted from a grateful ſenſe of the 


favors' conferr'd on my family, were- cer- 
tainly highly advantageous to his; as they 
put it even out of m on power to with- 
draw the principal, but from the death of 
one party, or the conſent of both. The 
bond now eancell'd by the deceaſe of the 
old - gentleman, and my coming of age, 
his ſon wiſh'd to renew, upon intereſt 


much 88 the former; and the pro- 
_ di * 
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digious credit of the houſe could certainly 


leave me only one objection. A change f 


ſtate might however render a perſonal and 
immediate property every way more defira- 
ble than an income ſolely ſettled. on myſelf ; 
I therefore declin'd-a deciſion, tho for very 
obvious reaſons, I dare not conſult with 
the-only run pp of Lobby pe 
I:mean Obrien. 3 77 E Stine 

tinte 82 vic 978 . 10 S /OF 

There is ſomewhat ltedibrobs endu une 
the chagrin you expreſs'd at finding Mr. 
Erſkine not ſo ſtruck with me as you ex- 
petted: how many mortifications of this 


nature have we 1 fear to endure Per- 


haps it is the chief misfortune of youthful = 
friendſhips, / that each party inſpires the 
other with a fantaſtic" idea of lighting the 
ſame ardor in every boſom as in the!icho- 
ſen one, and finding every mind equally 
at leiſure to examine and admirè it's per- 


fections. Half the N race are paſt 


Tan Over 


92 21 


% 


ERRORS OF 


138. 


over, like the dave of the field, which, 
however perfeR, we never view near 


enough to diſcover the tints. That I 


ſhould have been pleas'd to find he return- 
ed the diſtinſtion he ſecretly receiv'd, I 
will not deny: but weak indeed ſhould 
I be, my dear, could I ſuffer it to dwell 
longer on my mind, than is ſufficient to 
humble vanity, and repreſs expeRation. 
To one ſecret only are my eyes entirely 
open'd; and, I perceive with a degree of 
regret, that Mr. Obrien was never more 
tome than a friend; the petulancy I in- 
wardly felt at his attentions, the diftaſte I 
conceiv'd for his perſon, a. thouſand tri- 
bave deeply wounded him. I think I can 
perceive a chagrin'd heart under his ſmiles: 
unwilling to be convinc'd of my indiffe- 
rence, and unable to reſent it. Far, far 
as his falls ſhor tof the elevated and ſhining 

Ps which adds the irreſiſtible to the 


winning 


winning. and dignifies the ideal portraits 
of the heart, he is too eſtimable not to 
be regarded with the ſincereſt reſpe& ;— - 
and I know not if I could pardon my- 


ſelf for AE him unhappy. 


1 


S. Vernon, | 


L. E T- 


ſs © ERROR'S/O'F) 


(LETTER XXI. 


To + Gorge Obi us Mr. "fine 
* | Mount Helens Fe. 
Think I once before obſerv'd that moſt 
men write rather to pleaſe themſelves 
than their correſpondents ; what others 
read for, is a ſecret I leave you to diſco- 
ver; as I perceive you are fully determin'd 
I ſhall be no judge. Now ought I to be 
dumb, in puniſhment for your ſilence, and 
leave you to find out both poet and lover 
at your leiſure : thanks however to indo- 
lence and the country, I return to my old 
employment , and having no faithful ſquire 
to do it for me, moſt ſoberly take upon 
myſelf the hiſtory of my own exploits. — 
How happy is it George, that the indo- 
lence of age counteraQs its diſcernment ! 
what tender ſwain would dare to offer a 
billet _ or what timid nymth to re- 
* ceive 


ceive ohe, did the ſamę active fire that 
| taught them a ſympathetic | knowledge | of 
each others ſentiments, pervade thoſe a- 
round ? Four and fifty may be deceiv'd; 
but four and twenty is an argus that may 
defy all the powers of intrigue... 4 


6 - 
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| The 10 that conceal d it withdrawn, I 
had, every, day new opportunities of per- 
ceiving the true character of Lady Helen: 


to pleaſe is the triumph of her perſon, but 


to charm, was left the prerogative of her 
mind. The underſtanding which ſhrunk 
beneath a firſt enquiry, expanded by every 
' ſucceeding one. Oppreſt with.the hauteur 

. of hermother-in-law, the frivolouſneſs of her 


father, and the booriſhneſs of Lord Spenſer, 


her mind contracts its excellencies to her 
heart, and to judge of the one, we muſt touch 
the other. From the moment I became 
a ſort of acknowledged acquaintance of the 
latter, I perceiv'd with pleaſure that ſhe 
grew ſolicitous of my eſteem, and atten+ 
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tive to my cates” Her politeneſs was no 
longer a vague or cold acknowledgment of 
mine, it was deference, it was diſtinction. 
She ſtill however trembled at my voice, 
and bluſh'd beneath my eye; the pifture, 
or thepoetry, were never altuded to without 
exciting a tremor, and I found myſelt too 


powerfully impell'd by curioſity, not to 


| hazard a diſcovery of the cauſe of her emo- 


tion, however the conſequences of it might 
involve me. Indiſpoſition had confin'd 
her to her own apartment two days, when 
Lord Somerſet, meeting me on the -ſtairs, 
as he was going there, ſans ceremonie, bid 
me'come with him. Inclination urg'd me 
to conſent, but as 7 was not her father, 
etiquette ſtept in with a few fine ſpeeches, 
which he paid no attention to, and I obey'd 
his ſummons. She was in a ſweet undreſs, 
fo happily ſuited to the unuſual palenefs of 
her complexion, that I thought her never 
half fo lovely; for in truth, had ſhe not 
been an Earl's daughter, ſhe had been 

. only 
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only a very pretty woman : tho' that, and 
the power of a title, have made her a god · 
deſs in the eyes of the world. Our en- 
trance extremely-diſcompos'd her. Lord 
Somerſet had not I found even warn'd her 


of his own viſit, much leſs mine; and I 


was under the neceſſity of apologizing with 
an air of gallantry, that rather added to 
her perturbation. The old peer, who by 
the ſtrain in which 1 began to excuſe his 
blunder, conceiv'd -it'a very ingenious 
thing, determin'd to take a hint, and al- 
moſt as abruptly as he had enter'd, depart- 
ed: an event of which the alteration in 
her countenance firſt inform'd me. To 
relieve her, I continued to engroſs the 
converſation on a thoufand idle topics, not 


without perceiving her eye continually turn - 
towards a book which lay before her; and 


her mind teem with projefts to effect a 
concealment, which might have been ac- 
compliſh d 1 one OT action. Tho' 

| | convinc d 
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tonvinc'd of a miſtery, I had too much 
prudence to/ſhew I even ſuſpeted one, 
and leading the diſcourſe; towards poetry, 
rallied her on the verſes and the lover who 
had adopted ſo certain a means of diſtingu- 
iſhing himſelf ſhe pleaded ignorance :— 
attempted: to rally in return, and was come 


to an abſolute denial of all knowledge of 


the writing: when 1 open ' d, as if by chance, 
the book which lay before me, and ſaw 
in the title page, the name of, Edward 
Nugent,” in a hand exaQly ſimilar I raiſ- 
ed my eye with precipitation to her s—1 
did not need to do more. A confutation 
at once ſo ſunple, and ſo ſtrong, overpow- 


erk d her ſpirits, and aſter at thoufand tre- 


eee ſhe burſt into tears. 
ef To diſtreſs 3, you my een Lady He- 
len,“ faid I tenderly ſeizing: her hand, 
** ſhocks me. Curioſity, doubt, allow me 
to add, anxiety, have induc'd me to do it: 
but if the ſervice of my life can be an ex- 
| piation, 
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piation, command it * Oh George! ſhe 
had too much of the woman, too much of 


the ſoft, the winning weakneſs of her ſex 


in her, to be ſo eaſily footh'd. I had 
touch'd every tender chord of her heart, 
and, faith, ſhe went very near touching 
every tender one of mine, whilſt ſhe leant 


with unconſcious helpleſſneſs upon my 
ſhoulder. At length, as if ſenſible of an 


- indighity her mind labour d to repel, emo- 


tion a litie ſubſided, and turning her face 
from me, ſhe imperfectly articulated, we 
are married! Aſtoniſh d, petrified as I 
was at a diſcovery ſo far ſurpaſſing my 
wildeſt gueſſes, it yet ſhew'd me at a glance, 
all the delicacy of a heart, which in the 


extremeſt moment of perturbation, was a- 
live to decorum. 


May you then be as happy as you me- 
rit moſt charming of women!” cried 1, 
with an ardor I could not repreſs. * In- 


compatible as ſuch an event muſt prove 
Vol. I. H with 


— —— oye — . — 2 — — 
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with the felicity of every man who knows 


you, he cannot deſerve the name who 
wiſhes you otherwiſe. My heart already 
aſpires to make acquaintance with that you 
have diſtinguiſſi d, and to prove itſelf wor- 
thy of an eſteem, it will be the firſt bleſ- 
fing of my life to poſſeſs. | 

Noble, . generous friend!“ return'd ſhe 
with a ſparkling tranſport that abſorb'd 
her tears. How little am I worthy of 
ſo flattering a regard: yet there is one 
who will amply acknowledge it, and plead 
my excuſe for an error, —ſhal] I call it a 


crime ?—which has coſt me ſo much anx- 
iety. 
May I hope to ſee — 


That 1 dare not promiſe; for he is 


t proud and poor: too rich in the gifts of 


nature, not to feel the injuries of fortune, 
and to fear leſt every one ſhould cauſe 
him to feel them more deeply. A conduct 
like yours Sir, a conduct which indeed 
every word and action led me to ex- 

pect 
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heh tho a harraſs'd' and timid mind, 
counteracted the conviction, alone could 


have empower'd me to converſe thus.— 
Unable indeed to look forward with con- 


fidence to any other branch of my family, 
I had long reſted my hopes upon you: 


1 thought 1 perceiv'd the friendſhip of 
years, in the acquaintance of a few weeks, 


and am proud to ſay I was not deceiv'd.” 
Rather allow me to be proud of it 


but: let me conjure you to compleat your 


confidence. 
Mr. Nugent is not at preſent here: 


many reaſons deter me from promiſing an 


interview without his concurrence ; but 
you may depend on hearing from one of 
us before this hour to-morrow. —In the 


interim, 


I underſtand you,” anſwer' d 1 nifing, 
* and will intrude no longer. It is fit 
indeed I fly for my own ſake, an indiſ- 
poſition that renders you but too intereſt- 
ing. Nemember that I ſhall attend with 

1 impatience 
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impatience the moment of ſerving you, 
and have indeed ſome right to demand 
it, ſince it is the only one that can pre- 
vent my derne, this the moſt . 
nate of 7 lifge;2 i: 1 | 
Tho! I might mr utter'd this Parr 
ment without i its having any real relation 
to my feelings; yet George, that was not 
the caſe. I was animated, touch'd with 
the languor which had diffus'd itſelf 
over her features, and trembled in her 
voice. A ſentiment of ſoftneſs and anxi- 
ety, an indeſcribable and reſtleſs ſomewhat, 
pervaded my heart; and it was not till 
after two hours riding, that I could de- 
ſcend to. the vulgar. language of life, or 
accomodate my features to the ſmile of 
vacant politeneſs. The Lady I ſaw no 
more, but in the evening a note was left 
for me by a countryman, informing me, 
* that a friend, who intereſted himſelf in 


- 


* 
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as circumſtances mention'd in the morn- 
ing, would to-morrow have the honor of 


wanting on me woo! A letter from Mr. Nu- 
gon” 


* 


-The Morrow, you need not doubt was 
expected on my part, with an impatience 
and curioſity rarely to be felt: it came 
at length, and in about half an hour after 
my father and Lord Somerſet rode yah! 
the enclos'd was deliver d to me. 


S1R, 


The ee e en of events 
in which either party are deeply intereſt- 

ed, is what a delicate mind cannot but 
ſhrink from, and a proud one in ſome in- 

| ſtances fear; its only poſſible reſource 
eonſiſting in the conſciouſneſs of its own 
integrity, and its high opinion of that on. 
which it repoſes. But as there are ſome 

characters who hardly wait the ſtamp of 

H 3 intimate 
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intimate knowledge to impreſs eſteem, I 
will venture to flatter myſc}f there. are 


p * 0 - 


When Lady Helen told you, Sir, me 
had already made a choice, ſhe perhaps, 
wanted courage to add, that the being ſuch 
was the only diſtindtion of its object; and 
that his ſituation,” originally | obſcure, had 
long been as dependent on her family, as 
his happineſs will ever be on herſelf; 
that wavering between two profeſſions, he 
was deſtitute of any: and after travelling 
with Lord Spenſer, leſs as his-tutor than 
his flave, return'd to England, with know- 
ledge he knew not how to apply, and a 
t iſte for the ſciences which render all ap- 
plication but to them infupportable. But 
why ſhould I ſpeak in the third perſon ? 
Is it not to own myſelf ſuſceptible of the 
falſe pride, 1 dare to condemn ?—T lov'd 
wag. Helen before J left England, and 

carrying 
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carrying with me that paſſion which is 


capable of refining the coarſeſt minds, 
found it every hour nouriſh more ſtrongly 
the taſte for ſedentary and romantic pur- 


ſuits, which had been my firſt. I return- 
ed to a conteſt too ſtrong either for reaſon 
or philoſophy; to behold a form matur'd 


into beauty, and an underſtanding flatter- 
ingly prezudic'd in favor of mine, even 


during my abſence. To politeneſs, to 
diſtinction, in a word, to love. I had yet 
courage and integrity enough, to repre- 


ſent all its dangers to her; to efface the 


colourings of romance, to paint the thou- 


ſand inſidious paſſions which might one 
day creep into the receſſes of tenderneſs, 


and taint every joy with regret. As a2 
man, I could not riſe to her ſphere, and 

in uniting herſelf to me, ſhe would only 
be degraded to mine: nor had I any com- 
penſation to offer for the loſs of innume- 


rable advantages, but a heart too tenderly 


H 4  attach'd 
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attach'd to het . not to Juſt 
even her receding. Her anſwer was ra- 
ther worthy of herſelf than me; at once 
delicate, tender and conſiderate, breath- 
ing an eſteem ſo ſeminiz'd into love, 

that my heart was ſcarce more flatter'd | 
than my reaſon. We hazarded four 
months ſince, the common forms of the 
Church, without fearing any thing which 
regarded that, would be known to a diſſi- 
pated and indolent family. How to make 
it ſo was indeed a difficult undertaking: 
to reveal it myſelf was of all ſteps moſt 
improper, and every day increas'd the ti- 
midity of Lady Helen. If the tale, Sir, 
ſhould to you appear worthy an advo- 
cate, it will receive honor from your be- 
coming ſuch. I look up to you with the 
reſpett I have conceiv'd for your ſenti- 
ments: how far the conduct of either may 
impreſs the other, remains yet to be de- 
termin d: of mine, the ſincerity of its 
avowal 
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ayowal i is all the recommendation E can of- 
fer, and its. ym the eee . | 


| e 3 as W Sir; | 
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Yaur moſt obedient humble Servant, 


EDbwanp Nuckxr. 
There was a bold, and even haughty 
ſpirit, throughout this letter, which; uni- 
ted with the obſcurity of the perſon, ra- 
ther increas d, than diſſipated the anxiety 
of x my mind. Folding it up thoughtfully, I 
turn'd to the bearer, and told him, I ſhould: 
have been much better fatisfied; could it 
have been render'd convenient toMr. Nu- 
gent to have met me himſelf; ſince I was | 
too ſenfible of what was due to all' parties, to 
wiſh to ſhock a. ſtranger with obſervations 
or enquiries, he might regret being under 
the neceſſity of replying to.“ 
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Mr. Nugent's motive for commiſſion- 
ing a ſtranger, Sir,” anſwer d' he, was, 
I rather think, to allow you the power of 
making thoſe enquiries. It is fo little his 
nature to ſhrink from obſervation, that I 
am perſuaded it would wound him to feel 
another embarraſs'd how to offer it.” 
A great panegyric, Sir! I hope, nay, 
I am willing to believe, he merits it. — 
His letter, (for-I mean to deal as candidly 
with you as the occaſton demands) is fuch 
as prejudices me in favor of his underſtand- 
ing. but the wide difference between that 
and the heart, need not be explain d: and 
where happineſs. is concern d, the latter is 
ſo infinitely more important than the for- 
mer, that they will not bear a compe- 
tion.” wee, 
** Surely not, Sir! and to impeach the 
one only, is to athx a ſtigma beyond that 
of error: I do not mean to vindicate his, 
but ſimply to learn how far it appears ex- 
cuſable in your eyes,” 


To 


1NNOCENCE 166 


Toſeduce a young lady and of rank“ 

* To ſeduce, Mr. Erſkine! — The man- 
ner in which this was ſpoken, awaken' d 
my attention to the ſpeaker. A fpark- 
ling and intelligent eye, now fix'd with 
firm animation upon me, was the only pe- 
culiar diſtinction of his features. His ad- 
dreſs was grave and ſimple, and his whole 
perſon that of one who demands a reſpett 
to which he is accuſtom'd; * To throw 
\ aſide a deceit,” continued he, % unworthy 
of both our characters, and perhaps bet- 
ter calculated to excite, than ſuppreſs diſ- 
ſention, the man who has now the honor 
of converſing with you, Sir, is the fame 
who lately intruded upon you by letter: 
if I was induc'd to embrace the latter me- 
thod, it was by the urgent intreaties of 
one I am not accuſtom'd to deny ; but as' 
I knew not a being on earth to whom 1 
could properly entruſt the delivery, I. 
thought it poſhble the coolneſs of both 
ny might 
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minds; be e * the idea of a 
third perſon. ä 
To fay you . not  furpriſed. me, 
Sir,“ ſaid I, pauſing, © would be abſurd: 
perhaps, had I been better inform d, I 
might have ſpoken more delicately; but 
to retratt would be a folly: ſince, were J 
even diſpos d to give it the gentleſt term, 
a union where inequality of fortune is ſo 
great, and circumſtances ſo peculiar, will, 
by the world at large, I fear, ever be de- 
nominated a ſeduction.“ | | 
When I addreſt Mr. Erſkine, ” return- 
ed he with a ſort of haughty calmneſs, 
* it was becauſe I thought bim unlike the 
world at large. A general appeal, is what 
the mind conſcious of rectitude, will not 
always ſubmit to; and if it deſcends to a 
particular one, it is becauſe it diſcerns 
particular merit. The frigid air of titled 
importance, Sir, was neyer the object of. 
my reſpett; and if you dare not be, what 
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I believ'd you, 1 dare retreat from your 
future interference.” 
% Dare, Mr. Nugent! you . . 
an ill- omen d word into our meeting. — 
Thus advanced however, as the relation of 
Lady Helen, I demand your explanation. 
Her honor, her happineſs, are in her own 
hands; but the reſpec due to both, it is 
the part of her family to guard; and when 
I remember they might have been mine, 
I call upon —_ to anſwer for them as 

ſuch.” 

«T6 3 ſo made, return 4 he, 
« I have but one anſwer ; let that deter- 
mine which is to * her future "oor! 
teQor.” | ö 
9 As you vleaſe Sir,” replied I coldly. 
He was going, but pauſing at the door, 
added, I may have been too raſh; at 
leaſt, before I, reſent an injury, I ought to 
cancel an obligation. Your delicacy yeſt- 
erday conferr'd one upon me where I was, 

moſt ſenſible of it: and when you reflect, 
Sir. 


3 
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Sir, what a Fee mind muſt ſuffer, 
which, inwardly acquitted, fees itſelf brought 
like a criminal to the bar, you will not 
be ſurpris d that it ſo eaſily takes alarm, 
at the ſmalleſt appearance of prejudice or 
pride. A ſubordination of ranks, is, I am 
but too ſenſible, one of the neceſſary evils 
of ſociety ; and how can I add, without 
an egotiſm which my very foul diſdains, 
that there may be a union of hearts and 
underſtanding, which may ſet afide the 
law of man, for that of Heaven. On 
a ſubject of this nature, a perſonal one, 
T bluſh to ſpeak but by my actions: to 
them in future, I make my appeal, and 
will ſubmit Sir, to find you my enemy, 
till my condutt ſhall oblige you to become 
my friend.” | 


I have given you the words, bat the 
manner was peculiar to himſelf. His tone 
was at once ſo intrepid and fo calm, you 


VO have thought reaſon had reſum'd the 
entire 
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entire — of ble mind, had: not his 
eyes betray'd wounded: pride, and his fea- 
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tures glow'd. with a conſciouneſs of ſupe- 
riority. I was truck vith him; and ſaw 
for the firſt time the real man; too much 


agitated either for hypocriſy or deſign : 


the man worthy of Lady Helen, and ca- 


pable of reflefting honor on her choice. 
I had indeed done her the injuſtice of 


fuppoſing, I was to ſee one whoſe perſon 
was calculated for ſeduQtion, and whoſe 


manners were no leſs elegant than her 


own : but it had never occurr'd to me 
that I ſhould diſtinguiſh- nothing marking 
in either, till awaken'd to that pitch of 


indignation, when the mind proves itſelf 


moſt ſtrong, or moſt ſhining. He had 
n the door, ee 1 nd den | 


« Your — and fentiments, Mr. 
Nugent, throw all appeals beneath them. 
I am ftruck with an underſtanding which 
ſa nobly corrects mine, and could never 

have 
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| "_ pardon' duyſelr had 1 diſcover'd it 
too late. Allow me the honor of your 
hand, Sir; and if I have treated you in- 
delicately, think of x rather as the error 
of my head than heart. I ſhould deſpiſe 
the latter, did I ſuppoſe. it capable of tak- 
ing part with the malice of fortune, on 
undervaluing thoſe, who want nothing to- 
wards ranking with myſelf, but that which | 
1 am vain enough to-wiſh my. leaſt 5 
tinction 7 
He inſtantly return d, and ih an ar- 
; Aor no leſs ſtriking than his. former im- 
pethoſity; while a ray of latent pleaſure 
ſhot, from his eyes, and reduc'd his voice 
ta. a calm and pleaſant tune: 
Ai mine to. apologize, Sir,“ ber re- 
plied ; < I might have remember'd that, 
as an utter ſtranger, I had no claim to your 
reſpect, and therefore impeach d your ho- 
nor in requeſting your interference... But 
how hard is it to repreſs that ſenſe of 
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manly equality, which, Chile it makes 5 


our merit in ſome ranks; becomes our 
crime in others! I now indeed feel myſelf 
moſt - ſenſibly your. inferior, and moſt 
touch'd with regret at being ſo. My let- 
ter may be ſaid to comprize the hiſtory 
of a life, too unimportant to have engroſs d 
you a moment, but for other conſiderati- 
ons. My father was a Limner, under 
a of Lord Somerſet; and as 
1 was defign'd' for the Church, I had a 
claſſical education allotted me. It was 
my misfortune however, to loſe that fa- 
ther, at an age when he became moſt ne- 
ceſſary both to my ſituation and my mo- 
rals; and the promiſes of Lord Somerſet, 
died with him: he ſtill honor'd me how- 
ever, with the notice paid to one whoſe 
very exiſtence is ſuppos d to depend on 
our ſmile, without knowing I had a ſpirit 
which would have induc'd me to prefer 
the meaneſt rank to ſuch a one, had not 


other 
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other ties than thoſe of intereſt attach'd 
me to his family. Lady Helen was at 


that time ſolely confin'd to the country, 


and had frequent opportunities of diſtin- 
guiſhing me. With a mingled ſenſation 
of tranſport and reproach, I at laſt believ'd 
1 could perceive ſhe ſought them. Re- 
fleQtion was awaken'd—Lord Somerſet, if 
he had not been in all inſtances juſt, had 
nevertheleſs been in ſame, kind: to rob 
him of his daughter, by improving what 
might be only a caſual and childiſh pre- 
ference, would have bern treacherous ; 
and after a few ſtruggles I determin'd to 
ſolicit, what J thought my character for 


ſtudy and retirement might enable me to 


obtain, and which; whilſt it ſeparated me 
from that part of his family where alone 
I could find danger, did not entirely diſ- 
unite us. The reſt I have told you Sir. 
Wich Lord Spenſer I paſt three diſagree- 
able years on the continent ; - which no- 


thing indeed but a love of enquiry could 


have 
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have render'd tolerable. The few letters 


however I addreſt to Lord Somerſet, du- 


ring that interval were feen by his daygh- 
ter, and neither honor or prudence were 
againſt her preference on my re- 


The reſt of our converſation was chief- 
ly compos d of mutual. teſtimonies of eſ- 
teem, and ſchemes for opening the affair 
to the family: - which important buſineſs, 
I 'at length found it neceſſary to -under- 


take. Thus behold your friend, like a 
ſecond Atlas, with the whole load upon 


his ſhoulders. The. more indeed I reflect 
upon it, the more I perceive the diſagree- 
ables I have to encounter: Lady Somer- 
ſet is at heart my bittereſt enemy; her 
Lord; is but the creature ſhe makes him, 
and my father is at once jealous of them, 
and me. Too partial in his opinion of 
my talents and underſtanding, he does not 
21% lee | x be do 


140 


ERRORS or 


th 
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ſecretly at leaſt, as the fomenter of diſ- 
cord, and the abettor of à union, calcu- 
lated to exclude one branch of the family 
from ſhining in the world. To withdraw 


Sa ſupporting power I otice ſo deeply felt" 


the want of, would however be a mean- 
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« Heaven doth with us, as we wh torches 


do,” 
6 Not icke them for themes,” — 


And As heart PET 1 wider 0 A 
iſh,” deſerves not to be cheriſh'd. Beſides 
I have wrong d Mr. Nugent, and owe 
him a reparation ; ſhall 1 repreſs the error 
ef an inferior, and not dare to defend his 
merits ? 
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merits ?—Your heart I am fure, has al- 
ready in my name renounc'd ſo unworthy 


a thought. How fortunate, when we can 


make a virtue of obeying its impulſes! 


Oblige me by ſettling the purchaſe you 


- mention'd with the enclos'd. I do but re- 


turn obligations, - not. confer them, and 
have only one apology for not noticing it 
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| Tv tie Hon. Henry Herbert Eyſtine From 
Mr. e, 


hte Ih * FY 
{ 


Si. e Street, Feb. 


Masa you for the matter 


you enabled me to ſettle; for which 
I would ſend you my note did I not be- 
lieve you would rather conſider it as an 
affront than otherwiſe. The forms of an 
uſurer do well enough at three-ſcore ; but 
where power alone circumferibes will, (the 
caſe ever I hope with us) the teſtimonials 
of the heart are worth a coffer-full of 
ſcrawls : for what is aſking a man to ſign 
his name, but telling him in genteel terms 
you think him a ſcoundrel ?—Here let 
me ſtop to congratulate thee on the firſt 
volume of thy hiſtory. —Four ſheets ! didſt 
thou think, my good friend, there was but 
one woman. in the world ? For till there 
——_ | 15 
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is but one, allow me to wonder at the 
| patience that could tempt thee to wade 


(and with ſuch ſolemnity too) thro' the 
tale. How far knowledge of the world 
may be a pleaſure I know not; and can 
only advance that it may ſometimes be 
a ſervice : ſince, take my-word for it, thoſe 
heroic ſentiments with which your heart 
is ſo touch'd, would never have been ut- 
ter'd, but from their knowledge of it; 


and three ſimple words would have adjuſt- 


ed matters as well with Mr. Nugent, as 


the pen of a Scuderi. I like the fellow 


for his keenneſs; and tho' I do not per- 
ceive all the grandeur of his foul, give 
him due credit for obſervation—nor ſhall 
he want a friend if I can be of ſervice 
to him. Part of your letter I read to 
Miſs Vernon—the grrls like example you 
know; eſpecially on thoſe mock-modeft 
occaſions when they would give their ſouls 
to be over-rul'd : and with all the gentle 

urgency 
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urgency of love, laid before her the pro- 


priety of our union. But whether the 


little devils have learnt from romances, 
that matrimony is as compleat a doſe of 
opium, as it formetly was; when every 
Darby and Joan, dreamt peaceably over 


the hiſtory of the paſt, and were as effec- 


tually dead, as if one ceremony had been 


read over them inſtead of the other, I 
know not. — But the nymph regain'd in- 
exorable; and ſurely if modern matrimony 


is not a temptation, where ſhall we find 


one? Or what avenue of the female heart 
ſhall we. touch, when extravagance, in- 
trigue, and folly fail? One little form, now 
privileges licentiouſneſs, and the wedding 


ring, becomes, like that of a ſorcerer, a 
ſpell by which every virtue is at once ex- 


cluded and defied. It is ſtill however, a 
golden one, and has its conveniencies; 
therefore, tho! not particularly ambitious 
of figuring either in the King's-Bench, 


OT 


088 © = & wy = &&b 


e x 


J 


INNOCENCE. 169 
or Dodtors- Commons, (thoſe goals to which 
the votaries of Hymen fo regularly run, ) 
J am determin'd to enter the liſts; and, 


when once I have fairly paſt the fatal gulf, 
lead as decent a life as youth and viva- 
city will allow. Rare morality! and 
good reſolutions, Herbert, if they hold: 
if not, I ſhall die with the conſciouſneſs 
of having intended well; and let us but 
turn our view from the - writings, to 
the lives of half of our philoſophers, and I 
am afraid their merits may be compriz'd 


in as moderate an eulogium. 


Bravo! moſt noble Don Quixote. 1 


* have juſt heard afreſh, the hiſtory of your 
exploits. The beau monde, are in arms 


about Lady Helen—the tale is this moment 
imported, and every gentle nymph eager 


to inhale the delightful intelligence, be- 


fore its poignancy be loſt by extenſi- 
on. . | 
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Tis but decent that, in quality of con· 


f fd0ant, I ſhould ſtrut a little on the occa- 


| fon ; ſhew. my own importance, and be- 
come the magnet of every ſparkling eye 
in the circle. Adieu. Miſs Sutherland 
ib juſt about half what Sir George deſcribes 
her—taſtes differ but the girl is pretty. 


* 
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To George Obrien.; E. From Mr. Erſkine, 


1 hiſtory of my exploits, like moſt 
hiſtories, becomes dulleſt towards the 
denouement.— Matrimony, the period to 
romance, is generally as fatal to the wit 
of the writer, as to that of the parties; 
and what can more truly prove the ſmall, 
but cankerous wounds, hid beneath its 
veil, when even the eye of fancy can 
ſcarce trace the ſcar, and impotently leaves 
it to be felt. Nugent, is a worthy fellow; 
perhaps he would have been more meri- 
torious, had he been leſs happy: but where 
the heart and reaſon become ſo delicately 
interwoven, who ſhall dare to ſay, they 
could have ſtood guiltleſs? Each wears the 
robe of the other by turns, and we follow 
the lucid ornament without knowing which 
I 2 it 
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it hides. The tenor of Nugent's general 
conduct, muſt now become the teſt of his 
life; and he who dar'd to think himſelf 
ſuperior to common laws, muſt riſe far 
beyond common virtues, or incur a cen- 


ſure proportion'd to his preſumption. 


The fatal intelligence I had undertaken 
to communicate, was receiv'd by my father 
with ſo unpropitious an aſpect, that my 
hopes with reſpe@ to the reſt of the fami- 
ly, which were not too ſanguine, faded 
apace. But were our good qualities as 
infectious as our. bad ones, George, 
what ſhould we not aſpire to! the ſu- 
pineneſs of eſteem, was foon ſtrengthened 
by that pride and impetuoſity I borrow'd 
from thoſe around me; and Mr. Nugent 
found me a warm advocate at leaſt. The 
rage of Lady Somerſet, in particular, was, - 
for ſome time, ſuch as no party could 
ſtand; · tho: perhaps of more ſervice than 
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a milder conduct could have been. The 
paſſion that flames up to phrenzy, if it 
does not diſguſt, yet by leaving that of 
all others behind it, will ſoon entirely | 
annihilate them ; and the wiſh of ſoothing 
prevail'd with my father and Lord So- 


merſet, even over reſentment. - But what 
dupes are we to- our foibles! Theſe 


people, intoxicated with grandeur and 
wealth, did not perceive that the only 
crime they could alledge againſt Nu- 
gent, was the valuing too highly, what 


their very indignation prov'd ad thought 
ans. | 


It was at length agreed, that Lady He- 
ten ſhould be commanded to retire, with 
Mr. Nugent, to a ſeat which devolves to 
the former from her grandfather, named 
Mulberry-Mount; whence, when our digni- 
ty is appeas'd, they are to be recall'd. Lord 
Somerſet announc'd this tender deciſion ; 

I g | which. 
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ich he did with more kindneſs than 


had expected; and my father, on whoſe 


"heart the tears of a woman, (in which 


wwe have the honor to reſemble) never 


Fail to impreſs” themſelves, ſet pen io pa- 


per in one of thoſe eloquent diſcourſes, 
where, tho“ little is ſaid, it is of a nature 
never found unwelcome to any age, ſex or 
rank; and which he prefented, with no 
bad grace, o Mr. Nugent. | Iſhook'hands 
with the latter with a cordiality which on- 
ly waits the ſtamp of time, to mature 
into a moſt perfe&t eſteem. But faith! 
that angel his wife, almoſt coſt me a pang. 
Gratitude | what is it but the moſt danger- 


_ -ous, the moſt ſeducing of all charms; the 


luſtre of that eye which I had fo often 
admir'd when finking beneath mine, ap- 
pear'd abſolutely irreſiſtible, when irradi- 
ated by mind, it ſought my gaze, and 
concenter'd a thouſand teſtimonies more 
flattering than love itſelf, When ſhe yield- 
| 3 ed 
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ed to my embrace as to an aſylum; and, 
even in departing, appear'd to reſt on me, 
the precious charges of fortune and fame. 
With ſuch a woman ! whiſper'd romance 
you might be as wretched as folly and in- 
-conſtancy could make you, added reaſon; 
and reaſon was theard—or rather, to be 
honeft, an ideal angel glided between 
me and the real one, took full poſſeſſion 
of my boſom, and fmil'd me into a thou- 
land dekriums, your ll-omen!; epiſtle came 
to diffipate. It was the very moment it 

ought to have come, and yet, upon my 
ſoul, a ſermon would have been more wel- 
come. So in mere gaiete de coeur, you 
treated Miſs Vernon, with my epiſtle ; and 
eivilly turn'd my own arms againſt me.— 
Bleſt be the good genius that render'd her 
inflexible not to injure you there, is the 
extent of my kindneſs; but as to ſerving, 
it does not come into my rule of meta- 
phyſics. Beauty was familiar to my ſenſe, 
before I knew in what its eſſence conſiſt- 
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end; but from the moment I beheld that 

charming girl, goodneſs and lovelineſs 
have been ſo intimately connected in my 
ideas, that I am ſure a virtue could not 


_, wither, in her, without depriving her of a 


grace. Rank enthuſiaſm! perhaps fo— 

the more dangerous for me! — Fou are too 
ſecure to dread any thing, and know me 
indeed too well, to think (matters thus 
far carry d) 1 ſhould interfere. Lady 
Helen, I find goes firſt to London, and I. 
am permitted to attend her there. Adieu. 


H. H. ER SKIN. 


LE T- 


| brig has ere this inform'd my: 


er I I. ES. ß ili. i a % 


INNOCENCE. py 


LETTER. XXIV 


To Miſs Vernon—From Lady Helen- 
| Nugent... 


Shenſer-Houſe, Feb. 


beloved friend that I am no longer 
worthy or entitled to addreſs her by that 


name, till ſhe deigns to confirm my right. 


That I have ſunk the honor of my family 
and fortune in obſcurity, and muſt owe 
every future diſtinction either to my own 


heart, or to thoſe of others. Could I as ea- 


ſly vindicate myſelf to the world as to 
her, how little ſhould I loſe! but the vul- 
gar ornaments of proſperity are obvious- 
to every. eye ;. whilſt merit is diſcover'd: 
by ſympathy. And what would it avail: 
me to plead the diſtinctions of Heaven, 


to thoſe who feel them too little ever to 


be ſenſible of their value? Yet oppreſs d. 
I. 3. with 
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with the conſciouſneſs of having decided 
my own fate, certain that I am to ſtand 
or fall in every eye by the event of that 
deciſion, I reſt panting upon thoſe hearts 
that yet remain to me, for ſoothing and 
ſupport. I have only a few hours to paſs 
in London—but they are important ones ; 
they are to introduce to my friend, 'the 
man who makes my happineſs, and the 
man who ought to make hers, Oh So- 
phia! how much have you to learn, and, 
if our ſouls really reſpond, how much 
have you to feel, Come to me if poſſible 
directly. Bi 
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LETTER” XXV. 
From the ſame to: the ſame. 


One in the Morning. 
OU will be ſurpris'd to hear from 
me ſo immediately after our ſeparati- 
on; but I am too much aſtoniſh'd myſelf, 
to delay writing: Ah mydear friend! how 
little juſtice did'oureyes and hearts do Mr.. 
Erſkine; for that abſence and reſerve which 
ſhorten'd' your. viſit, and threw a chill up- 
on my feelings, the retroſpection of a con- 
duct ſo eminently generous to me, could 
hardly counterbalance. The not offering 
to attend. you home, was an omiſſion, ſo 
fingular and ſo unaccountable, that I 
could. only ſuppoſe he had ſomething of 
material conſequence to communicate to 
us; and perhaps, no three people, ſo inti- 
mately and tenderly connected, ever ſup- 
ported a more vague converſation, than: 
L 6. ſueceededi 
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ſucceeded your departure. He at length 
aroſe—to ſeparate - with frigidity was im- 
poſſible ; his heart expanded with its own 
benevolence, and once more animated his 
features. Mine ſwell'd with grief, to think 
ſuch hearts as his and Edward's ſhould 
part before they were familiar to each 
other. I do not leave you Sir, ſaid I, 
when he ſaluted me, ſenſible of the va- 
| lue of your eſteem, 1 could not fo ſoon 
prevail upon myſelf to refign it; and have 
introduc'd in Miſs. Vernon, the, moſt flat- 
tering of all memorials. I am vain enough 
to think, you will find every thing of me 
in her, but thoſe graces 8 to her- 
* 

* I almoſt injure, 0 far as to believe 
you,” return'd he; but does Lady He- 
len ſuppoſe me the moſt inſenſible of all 
mortals, that ſhe dares involve me in ſo 
imminent a danger? 

* Two reaſons alone can be offer d for 
encountering Ne 

One 
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One of which, I am to gueſs by your 
ſmile, is the reverſe of that I have menti- 
ond. Will it gratify your curioſity (if 
ladies can be ſuppos d capable of ſuch a 
ſentiment) to learn, that I have already 
diſcover'd I ought not to truſt myſelf? 
Had Obrien been unknown to me, an en- 
gagement ſo public would have been ſome 
tie upon my honor, but as my moſt inti- 
mate friend, I hold it a point of juſtice to 
avoid a thought that may injure him.” 

Lou certainly miſunderſtand ſome- 
thing : Mr. Obrien, I am confident- is-no- 

thing to Miſs Vernon.“ 
Ah Lady Helen! I find it as impolt- 
ble you ſhould be ſincere with each other, 
as with us. Shall. I tell you news of ae 
friend?“ 

« It will be news indeed, if of the na- 
ture you appear to ſuppoſe. 
Had ſuppoſitions only interfer'd, I 
had long fince return'd the generous re- 
gard ſhe oy me when a ſtranger, by an 

avowal 
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avowal of thoſe fentiments I felt on firſt 
ceaſing to be ſuch. Obrien has affur'd 
me that every preparation 1s now making 
for their union; it is delay d only by an 
exertion of that influence which is fo ſoon 
to be his happineſs.” 
_ « You aſtoniſh and . . daf 
ed, warn d by the riſing indignation of 
his countenance, that ſincerity was danger- 
ous, and coldly added, Mr. Obrien, is 
groſsly deceiv'd, he is vain, he is in love; 
the reſpect ſhe has ſhewn him as the inti- 
mate of her family, has miſled him. Miſs. 
Vernon is ſincerity itfelf, and. I am con- 
kdent never gave him any other encour- 
. agement than thoſe general inſtances of po- 
| kteneſs ſhe extends to all who are attach- 


ed to her.“ 


Say wen to all who know ber cried! 
he with a flattering abruptneſs I am 
ſtagger d, but T muſt confeſs. not con- 
vinc d. Part of my ſentiments. he knew, 
and therefore I think, dard not deceive: 
me- 
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me ſo far. Why does the mutual traffic of : 


inſincerity carried on between the ſexes, 
teach each to diſtruſt the moſt amiable of 
the other !—I knew my own heart, I am 
not unacquainted with human. nature 
there are periods in every paſſion, at which 
it may be curb'd; I was vain or fortunate 
enough to believe, I had afſum'd the rein 


in time, and that the reſpe&t I owed my 


own honor, and that of my friend, could 


conquer the weakneſs of my heart. If he 
has deceiv'd me, thoſe ties are cancell'd ; 
and I may have the merit, of owning 
myſelf ſenſible of hers. I am impatient 


for an explanation.” 

Doubt not,” return'd I,“ but he flatters 
himſelf, and will be ſufficiently puniſh'd 
in being undeceiv'd.” I ſtopt; the ſmil- 
ing earneſtneſs with which Mr. Erſkine 


. look'd at me, made me ſmile in return. — 


The ſtreſs I had lay'd upon the word un- 
deceiv'd, ſtruck him I believe more forcibly 

than I intended it: love, pleaſure, hope, 
inſtantly 


| his intruſion, and left us equally delighted. 
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inſtantly mounted to his eyes as if to de- 


mand their object, and * ſubſded on 


miſſing it. 


| He then recounted, ludicrouſly enough); 
the aceident:which firſt introduc'd him to 


your: notice, and his. myſterious ſpeech 
to you, on the idea of your. being Lady 


Georgina. T began to think we ſhould 


never get rid of him; and indeed, good - hu - 
mour and good · ſpirits made him ſuch ex- 
cellent company, that it was a proof mine 
ſunk, when J even remember'd the hour. 
Lie at length ſtarted. up, rallied himſelf on 


Vith that vivacity, which tho' not abſo-- 
lately. wit, learning, or ſentiment, is the 
moſt winning mixture. of all. Adieu my 


dear friend. 
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the offenſive,. but let it be worn amongſt 
friends without trying its temper. A fel- 
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LETTER XxVI. 


To the Hon. Henry Herbert Erſkine, Mount- 
- Herbert. — From Mr. Obrien. 


| | $t. an Street. 
No ſo my good friend, thou hadſt 
really ſuch a ſublime opinion of me, 


as to ſuppoſe it impoſſible, I ſhould have 
ſo little honor as to dupe thee, or ſo much 


love as to dupe myſelf. Honor, I think 
was the word; a good convenient weapon 
enough, when we have a mind to att upon 


low more vain would not have been diſ- 


pleas'd at the compliment. What! ſwear 
| thee into deſpair,” only to preſerve my 
own hopes! I, an humble adorer from 
the age of hanging-ſleeves, and jointed ba- 


bies, to that delightful period when yanity 
matures the bloſſoms, time hardly open'd. 
Thou! 
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Thou! the mere acquaintance of a day. 


Really 1 begin to perceive, that thou art 


not ſo much to blame my want of honeſty, 
as fat of impudenee; for had dear ſelf- 
love but popt the weEighit tir my feale, jeal- 
ouſy officiouſly threw into thine, both 
had been fatisfied, Win the nymph, how- 
ever, and keep her if you can. You, fan- 


her own mind, as you or I can be, it ts 


a truth you will one day be cohvinc'd of. 


Lady Helen, is che mere ſentimental cor- 
reſpondent, every modern nymph adopts, 
us che - Knight'sovrant of old did their 
| ſquites, only to be the livirig chronicle of 
their on exploits. And the face is not 
more varniſh'd for the lover, than the 
mind for the friend. With a taſte for-diſ- 
Gpation, Miſs Vernon has not yet von- 
chalance enough, to phange into it with a 
| GI _—_— ; ambitious too of ri- 

| vetting 


oy yeu know her, I am ſure I de; and 
when,” 1 bell you, the is us ignorant of 
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vetting her chains, ſhe wants courage to 
give up the rage of conqueſt. I ſee her 
faults, and yet love her, becauſe I know 
none-of her ſex who have fewer, and am 
certain ſne breaks no reſolutions with me 
ſhe did not intend to keep. Thus, moſt 
reverend father, have I laid before you my 


confeſſion, make your advantage of it. A 
friendly monitor within, tells me I ſhould . 
not quarrel with worthy fellow, were he 


to rob me of half the women upon the 
globe. But remember 1 ftand free. If 


you ſhould one day be convinc'd my diſ- 


-cernment has outitepp'd yours, if you 
ould find I have; aminfluence you were 


nd aware of, in a word, if kind fortune 


makes the damſel mine, fwear to me, as 1 
moſt freely do to you, to forget we were 
rivals; let us ſhake hands, and decide ten 
years hence, which was the moſt lucky. 


Farewell, 


G. OBRIEN» 


Pe ee ,. ee 7— - ——ä ——— — — 


- relative to Mr. Erſkine and me. Why 


partiality which already diſturbs the tran · 
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To 1 Helen Nugent, Mulberry- Mount. 
n 0p Vernon. 


Pull-Mal, .. 
2 12 my dear friend, 


againſt fortune; I begin to be- 
Pn a ſpell attends every thing 


have J then the weakneſs to indulge a 


quillity of my mind ? Surely the world has 


a more powerful claim to the merit of 
our beſt actions, than we are diſpos'd to 
allow, fince we find it ſo much more ca- 


pable of regulating them, than reaſon it- 


ſelf can our hearts. 


As 1 knew not Mr. Erſkine was in 
town, and much leſs conceiv'd the idea of 


ſeeing him, I was not a little ſurpris'd 


yeſterday 
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yeſterday evening on his being announc'd. 


As Mrs. Davenport had been out the 


whole day, I had but juſt 9 my dreſ- 


ſing room. 


* ue find me Sir, 0 like a true 
woman,” ſaid I, turning from the glaſs 
belies which 1. 00d 

We are ſo apt to judge of the feelings 
of others by our own, Madam,” he re- 
turn'd gaily, that I cannot help ſuppoſ- 


ing every thing which reflects ſuch a form 


muſt have powerful attractions. I know 
not how I ſhould apologize for my intru- 
ſion, had I hot more than a ſelfiſh grati- 
fication in view: but the ſight of your 


carriage aſſuring me you were not abroad, 


I took the liberty of adding my own re- 
ſpets to thoſe I was commiſſion'd to offer 
from Lady Helen and Mr. Nugent. I 
had this morning the favor of a letter from 
the latter,* and a flight indiſpoſition of 


her 


®Omitted, 
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her Ladyſhip has occafion'd a dlence 


which ſhe fears may ſurpriſe you,” 


Vou do me honor, Sir; I had indeed 


fel ſome uneaſineſs at not hearing from 
Lady Helen, which I am ſorry to find 


hope was pleaſant.” | 
If I did not fear to intrude, I would 


anſwer your queſtion in Mr. Nugent's own 


words: —It is but an indifferent recom- 
mendation to my friend's letter,” added he, 


ſmiling as he offer d it, (probably at the 
recollection of ſome grateful acknowledg- 
ments it contain'd) to aſſure you that 


you will find nothing true in it, but 
the character of the writer.“ A favor 


which would at any other time have been ſo 


highly deſirable, I could now have readily 
diſpens'd with; and, tho' to decline the pe- 
ruſal was impoſſible, the becoming thus 


the ſole object of his attention, prevented 


my underſtanding ten lines of the letter 
diſtinctly. I ſaw however chro the * 
a 


was too well grounded. Their journey IL 


a tas wt o _of oo» wo ,o)_ mo 


Weer. 


<q 


A ſenſe of impropriety, hawever, at length. 
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ajgenerous and noble heart, avowing ſuch. 
ſentiments as muſt ever conduce to the 
happineſs of that friend who is deareſt to 
mine. Something expreſſive of this I ſaid 
on returning the letter, and ſomething 
Mr. Erſkine ſaid in anſwer » what, I know 
not; he was ſtudious to keep up a con- 
verſation which prolong'd his ſtay, and I 
was at once flatter' d, pleas d and confus d. 


involuntarily directed my eye to my watch: 
the ſame good - breeding which had pre- 
vented his remembering the time, forbad 
him alſo entirely to forget it. He aroſe, 
apologiz d ſor detaining me, and, as it was 


plain I was dreſt for a viſit, expreſs d his 
hopes of mingling in the ſame circle, in 


terms ſo pointed, that I could not without 
affectation avoid mentioning Mrs. Sey- 


mour: nor was I diſpleas d on finding he 


would be of our party. He offer d to lead 
me to the carriage; but againſt this a 
thouſand 
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ſand mighty nothings inſtantly aroſe. Thad 
been already flutter d: to be announc'd at 
the ſame moment with him, to have the 
eyes of the whole room upon me, and Obri- 
en's perhaps in particular; to be ſenſible 
that the ſmalleſt enquiry of either, muſt 
inform him we had been tete d tete a full 
half-hour before our arrival, were all cir- 
cumſtances too formidable to be encount- 
ered. I had ſcarce declin'd accepting Mr. 
- Erſkine's hand, under pretence of an ap- 
pointment which would detain me a ſhort 
time longer at home, when a rap at the 
door ſeem'd to confirm' my words, and, 
while we were yet ſtanding, Mr. Obrien, 
came in. I was ſpeechleſs. To have it 
appear that he was the viſitor for whom I 
had delay'd my engagement; for whoſe 
ſake I had indirealy haſten'd Mr. Erſ- 
kine's departure ; could any thing be more 
cruel | Al were ſurpris d, I do not recol- 
lea” any were diſconcerted except my 
ſelf. Mr. Obrien, utter d a few vague 

1 | queſtions 
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queſtions about Mrs. Davenport, in his 
rambling way ; all of which (to an appre- 
henſive mind at leaſt) ſeem d but deſign d 


to hide the real object of his viſit, and, aſ- 


ter a familiar interchange of compliments 
between the gentlemen, Mr. Erſkine ſuf- 


ficiently ſhew'd me his opinion of the in- 


terruption, by again taking leave. The 
meaſure of my mortifications, however, 


was not yet filled up: impreſt ſolely with 
the idea of being left alone with Obrien, 


and that too in the light of an appoint - 
ment, I aroſe alſo, and apologizing to the 
latter, under pretence of being late, de- 
clar'd my intention of going: thus con- 
firming the truth of my expecting no other 
viſitor. Mr. Erſkine, look'd at me — Ah! 
my dear, —it was not with love; neither 
with mark'd ſurprize: it was an enquiring 


glance, that ſeem'd to penetrate my very 


4 and rob it of its few remaining pow- 

My ill -boding heart affur'd me 1 
was 1 by him rather with a ſenſa- 
| Vol. 1 K tion 
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tion of contempt, than tenderneſs ; and 
when the carriage drove away, I had not 
a ſincerer wiſh in the world, than that of 
never being ſeen by either gentleman a- 
gain. Such was not my good fortune. — 
Obrien, was at Mrs. Seymour's almoſt as 
ſoon as myſelf; and Mr. Erſkine arrived 
in a quarter of an hour, His ſtay, how- 
ever, was ſhort ; he addreſt me only once: 
and vaniſh'd ſoon after the entrance of 
Lord Melroſs. But if it was mortifying 
to loſe the eſteem. of the ſon, how much 
worſe was it to become the object of at- 
tention to the father; who, after torment- 


ing me with the moſt abſurd gallantries, 


(of which I but too plainly ſhew'd my 


averſion) aſſur d us, he knew no pleaſure 


ſo great as that of entertaining the La- 


dies. 


"Your indiſpoſition, my dear and valued 
friend, is I hope flight, and will ſoon al- 
low me to hear from yourſelf, that you are 
| TE _ happy 
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happy. Thro' the mild medium of your r bo- 


ſom, every pleaſure will reach me; diveſted 
of thoſe. cares which environ more ſelfiſh 
feelings : curb; ſuppreſs them then in time: 


you only can do it; and teach me to me- 
rit hilſt I poſſeſs your friendſhip. Say 


to Mr Nugent, every thing, if nn 
chat he een from 
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L E T T E R xxvIII. 
To Hy Fern—Fron Lady Helen Nugent. 


yum bus Wore my Jie 26+ 
phia, in ſuppoſing me happy. But 
why do 1 mention myſelf only? Can I, 
ought I, to' appropriate a merit I derive 
from the virtues of- another ? Too fortu- 
nate in being their object, let me but im- 
bibe enough to return the felicity I re- 


ceive, and I ſhall have little indeed to re- 


gret. In Mr. Nugent a man under- 
ſtanding gives dignity to tenderneſs, and 


_ Inſpires the deſert it is ſolicitous to trace. 
What pride is there in reflecting that I 


dare appeal to himſelf for my vindication, 
and, inſtead of pointing out a titled non- 
entity, have the happy certainty - that he 


will appear but to ſhine, and add a brilli- 


ance 
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ance to rank he could never derive from 
it. 1 ſangue nobile é un accidente del» 
la fortuna ; le azioni nobili caratterizaano il 
grande,” Seldom alone vith you, oppreſt 
with anxiety even during the ſhort inter- 


vals we mutually ſeiz d, I bluſh'd to tell a 


love, the knowledge of its object only 


could juſtify, and ſtill more, a union, of 


which I knew not yet the miſery or hap- 
pineſs. - Accuſtom'd to ſhrink beneath the 
apprehenſions of cenſure; that love was 
indeed ardent, which urg'd me to brave 
it. And it is, perhaps, hardly poſſible 

even ſor you to conceive what I ſuffer'd 
on the ee of that card, Mr. Nugent, 
voluntarfly threw into the way of Mr. Erſ- 

kine, in order, by awakening, his curioſi- 
If, to forward the diſcovery of our ſecret. 
How noble, how amiable was the conduct 
of the latter! delicately ſolicitous to ſhun 
acknowledgments, he every hour entitled 


bimſelf to. The truly generous man, my 


K 3 dear, 
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dear, is not he who' confers a favor, but 
he who wiſhes to ſpare another the ne- 
cellity of receiving one: who feels the le- 
vel of human nature only in thoſe dif. 
tinktions by which others appear elevated 
above them: and dares to extend the uni- 
on of proſperity and merit beyond the 
bounds of his own perſon. I know my 
family, however, too well. Time may 
open their eyes; but it is not to themſelves 

I can at preſent owe their pardon; and 
perhaps, I ſhould hardly be entitled to 
hope it, had” they not rather render'd me 
te oftentatious daughter of their fortunes 
and honors, than ———.— 
tremble at the idea of a re with 
my brother, vile vis. far no one can 
curb. | "IP 


Our fruation i is as dab a de could 
expect. The accident of my being born here 


made my grandfather ſettle this ſeat upon 
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me, with the little eſtate, (not equal to 
five. hundred; a year) which ſurrounds it. 
A: fourteen, I had the honor of naming 
it, which I. did in childiſh imitation of 


Mount: Herbert; nor, till now, have I vi- 


ited it, Ginge., Mr. Nugent ſeems to 
think there may be conſiderable alterati- 


ons made for the better; which, as they 
will ſerve to fill up his time, will only 


be an ante. 


Mr. Erſkine, before we left town, de- 
fir d to hear from us; and I was not ſor- 
ry by conveying my remembrances thro” 
that chagpel, to give him an opportunity 
of paying you his devoirs; but theſe men are 
ſuch intraQtable animals, that it is impoſh- 
ble to get them out of their buckram ſtyle: 
and they may epiſtolize half a year, before 
either of them will diſcover more than, 
that he is the other's © moſt obedi- 
ent humble ſervant.” Mr. Nugent is 
too — what ſhall I call it? Not abſolutely 
— K 4 toe 
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too proud, but too manniſi to ſolicit confi- 
dence; and Mr. Erſkine too gay, or tov 
indolent, to offer it. I am therefore und- 
ble io judge of what 1 moſt wiſh. 
Adieu, my dear Sophia; and think me, 
in the name of both, ever fineercly * 


% 


” E 7 1 
Yours, 

. ; 

- | { | 


H. NouGenT. 


H. H. E. 


1 4 


T 


upon, and my departure fix'd for the lat- 
ter end of next week. What matrimo- 
-nial ſtar preſides, however, I: know not, 
hut it is ſurely a favorable one to you, for 
' had to-day a formal declaration from 


'to Miſs 
indeed, I began to conclude; he deſign d 
her for hamfelf; till conſanguinity fortu - 
nately interven'd; and ſav'd him, proba- 
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LETTER XXIX. 


To George Obrien, Ei. From Mr. Erſkine. 


Croſvenor- Square. 
HE journey I mention d to you at 
our laſt meeting, is at length reſolv'd 


my fath 


1 of his intentions with regard 
utherland. From the preface, 


bly,- the mortification of being a ſecond 
time: jilted. He ſpoke much of her: beau- 
ty, her merit, and misfortunes ; enforcing 


every argument with an air.of generolity, 
uhich render'd it difficult to be confited 


K 5 without 
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without ah myſelf, Tho' aware 
of this ſtroke, from ſome hints which have 
eſcap'd Lady Somerſet, I had cautiouſly 
avoided appearing ſo; and cannot even 
now help ſuppoſing, the officious interfer- 
ence of a third perſon, has precipitated 
their meafures. My negative, I am not 
to learn, has very ſmall weight either on 
this, or any other occaſion, unleſs I main- 
tain'd/it in a manner diſagreeable to my- 
ſelf. But tho from what you have advane- 
ed, and I have obſerved, I can have little 
to hope from Miſs Vernon, I muſt have 
till leſs before 1 forego the purſuit, She 
was born to captivate. Her diſcourle, her 


-  filence, her coldneſs, nay even her incon- 


liſtency, have alt a nameleſs grace, which 
touches every fibre of my heart. So ſoft, 
yet ſo dignified, ſo apparently miſtreſs of 
Herſelf, that we ſhould fwear ſhe never 
knew what timidity was, did not the mant- 
— of her cheek deepen intoa con- 

futation 
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futation/of the error. Love in her pre- 
fence is no longer gallantry or reverie; it 
is an enlivening and animating principle, 
which feems to cheriſtu every virtue. I 
ſhall fee her before I leave England: yet 
not ſo much with the view. of explaining. 
my ſentiments, as of judging how far the 
explanation might, at a future period; be 
acceptable. © Tho” propriety and prudence 
forbad my. objefting. to a journey, which, 
it 1s pretended, was ſolely propos'd in or- 


der to eftabliſh the validity of my mother's. 


marriage in France, my ſtay there will cer- 
tainly be ſhort; nor ſhall I pay any other 
attentions to Miſs Sutherland, than thoſe, 
reſpeQ and relationſhip demand. Abrupt; 
y to offer Miſs Vernon a. tenderneſs un- 
authorized by my. family, while ſo many 
jarring: intereſts remain. to be. reconciled 
there, would be an equal affront to her 


rank and her delicacy. I leave her with 


regret, but at leaſt: with honor; and my 


return will be mark'd with happineſs, or 


K.6 diſappoint- 
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diſappointment, in proportion as it re- 
moves thoſe obſtacles which now ariſe be- 
tween us. Our plans I know are diffe- 
rent; yon tread the regions of romance, 
and are for avowing a ten years ſervitude 
of darts and flames; I' would, if poſſible, 
make an intereſt in the heart, before I claim 
it ; and have the tranſport of blending the 
bluſhes of modeſty, with thoſe of recipro- 
cal love. 


Sir George Irwin is arriv'd in town. But 
I am ſorry to ſay, quite as tramontane in his 
appearance, as when he firſt had the misfor- 
tune of offending your eyes. He embrac- 
ed me with an ardor which was fatal to my 
hair, while his, receiv'd from it the only duſt 
it ſeem'd conſcious of for a century paſt.— 
This ceremony over, he interrogated, me 
with much ſolemnity upon the ſubje& of 
a pair of ſlippers ; from whence he made 
a ſudden digreſſion to Lady Helen, and 
Mr, Nugent ; which, with an epiſode upon 

his 


N 
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his great-coat, compleatly occupied his at- 
tention for half an hour; when a moſt ſober 
dialogue ſucceeded : where we alternately 


diſcuſs d counts and landladies, toaſts and 


poſtillions, with equal warmth and preci- 
ſion. For, Sir George is always eager, 
and never clear; * blundering- round a 
meaning,” which, 'tho' often ftrong in it- 
ſelf, is render'd weak by its expreſſion, 
and while it gratifies the heart, ſeldom fails 


to . the ear. 


; And now for France Fortune, it is 
plain my good friend, is on your fide, 
when ſhe leaves the field thus open.—For 
tho' I do not abſotutely believe aſſiduity 
enſures ſucceſs in love; yet have I fo 
good an opinion of it, as to venture half 
my hopes on that foundation; the whole 
of which, to ſay truth, amount to ſo ſmall 
a number at preſent, that I ſhould not 
riſque much had I plac'd them in the ac- 


count, N evertheleſs, experience, that moſt 
valuable 


26s ERROR S On 


chas d at any enpence but our own; and 
tho it is four thouſand years fince women 
have been pointed cut as Syrens, few have 
been the heroes who have dar d to emulate 


our worthy friend Ulyſſes; and of the few 


who have, I am afraid half my 
pt nyt grad 


# 
. 


in heard of ſome. of the party with: 
whom you left town : only one hint allow 
me, without being officious, to offer; the 
dice and the botile are ill - ſuited compani · 
ons; and, as I cannot hope you will have 
temperance to forbear both, I only recom- 
mend W them, 5 


H. H. Exsxivs.. 
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that a falſe delicacy ſhould no longer 
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. Lab Helen deere. PT Vernon. 


| Pall. Mall, Feb. 
N coming down to breakfaſt this 
morning, I was ſurpris d at the fight 
-of Mr. Obrien, who has been out of town 
ſome days paſt. - Little'diſpos'd to admit 
him to an intimacy of fo unceremonious a 
nature, a mark'd chagrin I believe was in- 
ſtantly viſible in my features: and tho' it 
was not poſſible then to avoid taking my 
place at the table, 1 ſecretly determin'd 


prevent my reminding Mrs. Davenport, 
he had not the claim of relationſhip upon 
me. She lightly excus'd herſelf for de- 
taining him, as an invalid whom ſhe dar'd 
hardly confide to his own care: to which 
he added, that her pleaſure would, he 
ſear d, prove a much more acceptable apo- 
.- 
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logy to: Miſs. Vernon, than his health.“ — 
The tone, ratfier. of dejection than re- 
proach, with which this was utter d, made 
me lift my eyes; - which receiv'd a confir- 
mation in his looks of, real indiſpoſition. 
1 therefore endeavortd to mingle in the 
converſation, and thought- it never more 
-agreeable.on his part: trifling without be- 
-ing-frivolous; he ſeem'd to have juſt ſad- 
-neſs enough at. heart, to correct the flights 
of fancy; and ſtruggled to be gay, lefs\ 
from a ſenſation of pleaſure, than the wiſh 
of inſpiring it.—I felt / a ſort of intereſt in 
ſoothing, tho I dreaded to flatter. him; an 
intereſt; to which I more particularly yield- 
ed, as he appear d. himſelf to grant his 
mind more affected by his frame, than 
inclin'd to uſe the common pretext of the 
frame having ſuffer d from the mind.— 
Perceiving, however, he prolong d his ſtay 
beyond our repaſt, I was going to quit 
we om, when Mrs, De was ſum- 
| mon'd 


ſo eaſily anſwer:d.L But why talk of compli- 
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abe dl Gem ie. He made u motion 10 Ge- 
tain me. Deny id any prerogative more 
intereſting; Miſs Vernoh muſt not with- 


hold from me the punttilios of an ac- 


quaintance at leaſt: Will her good · breed- 
ing allow her to leave her viſitor alone ?” 

As ſhe did not appropriate the com- 
pliment of the viſit, ſhe cannot incur the 


cenſure, n e eee 


go.“ iS 1 26 A 
f abend Hprbactnn/* aid be, A. 
-quire delicate minds to comprehend them: 


ments? Ah Mifs' Vernon! of all thoſe 


ä happy hours I have dard to fteal from 


-yours, this - fingle one will perhaps a- 
lone deſerve that chilling epithet. Vet 


\befare-1 reſign” the hopes I have long un- 


fortunately cheriſh'd, let me receive from 


your lips the confirmation of their falla- 
cy.“ lle paus d; and to be ſilent was 
perhaps, the gentleſt of all confirmations 

| on 
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| 


on my parts yet he feem'd diſappointed 
and hurt. I would agein have reti d, 


but fear d ſome burſt of paſſion ud 


End myſelf under the neceſſity of reſent- 
nne eee Mel 14 2201830314427) 
aur ehe, Madam, feeks:! thei door; 

-E have: ſtudied it tao long, not tg under- 
truda i it is a much fbi i ſake aa my 
own. Cold, inexorable, as I have lately 
found you. to every. tender ſolicitation, I 
know your underſtanding, tos noble, your 
bean to generaus, not to ſeal the wounds 
vou inflict I can do you juſtiee hut 
hy chat word? Mort tbari. guftice, my 
higbeſt admiration never conſer d, and 


Z - bes; 1 reſentment Oy CO, whilſt 


it beholds you inis t oval 
And,“ cried 1; affefting to 4 
* muſt fly in ſelf defence: ſon 1 feel 

alternately too vain, or too bumble, for 
conteſt, as feaſon or credulity prevail. 
ieee bs lo eee e eee 
fc 
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How to forget it. Allow me- then- once 


feed fo ſerious?” cried 1; willing to in- 


INNOCENCE. er 
Have you then any conteſt to fear ?” 
hand Alt with what joy 
Beware] joy and ſorre are ſo nearly 
allied, that it is better t 1 eſt 
ve encounter both.” 1 
_ The true, nt knit uote | 
could allay-the- pleaſure 1 feel me 
but the regret with which I hear y] 
* wilſpare" you 1 e at m 
return 1 laughing. vi x32 ea 
Not till I have — . 
pete of my viſit. It: is ſerious, tho te 
ſmile has been ſo long the habit of my 
heart in your preſence, it hardly knows 


more to appeal to thoſe days, thoſe years, 

when I wag permitted to look up to Miſe 

Vernon for a happineſs*= - 
Can it be poſſible, Mr. Obrien is in- 


e e e had deer 3 
HIST; ee Gravity, 
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'  « Gravity; I have ſeen enough of the 
Ry" oi is.a very unfaſhi- 


onable, and even à very - uncomfortable 


companion. It is a tax upon the hearts of 
don us for levying. But can a lig. deep 
Vvitacity impoſe upon minds like yours? 
A wvacity too often rather the ebullition 
of chagrin, than the offspring of genuine 
chearfulneſa. Such has long been mine. 
A have deceiv'd you—myſelf,” added he, 
after a moments heſitation ; '** I could 
{mile Madam whilſt I had wy 8 
8 but diſguſt,” 

Digue Sir!” - wraps hy 
. <1 have. a monitor that cannot miſin- 
_- form me. I am become veariſome and 

inſupportable.——You fly my friendſhip, 

and find my preſence eee _ 
na .1 7 
Good Heavens!” whe 1 3 


« into what extremes do you fall! Do 
younſelſ, intreat, the juſtice of believing 


you 
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you have every claim on my heart, but 

thoſe even reaſon and gratitude ſometimes 
fail to inſpire : a heart, too ſenſible of the 
want of every natural tye, not to reſt with 
diſtinguiſhing eſteem upon thoſe who have 
honor'd it with theirs. Unallied, and un- 
protected. yet precipitated into life, I ho- 
ver like a bird upon the extremity of a 


branch, fearful of plunging into that ele- 


ment; where, if not -ſelf-pois'd, I muſt 


_ unavoidably ſink; yet, difficult as is the 
taſk, I will endeavor to be frank; and it 


is difficult Sir, even to the frankeſt of our 
ſex, to ſhock one of yours with a prohibi- 


tion a delicate man vill never deſire re- 


peated, and a deli 0 woman can never 
utter without regret,” 42547 
Lou anticipate-me, Madam,” e 
he, with a ſtifled. emotion which I thought 
ſeem'd to partake: as much of pride as 
tenderneſs. *© Would you could as eafily—” 


Che paus'd, ſigh'd, and took two or three 


turns 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


pam. 
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ber, how much leſs will thoſe be empow- 
end bo are juſter to her merits ? But 
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Adieu then at once my hopes, my 


fears; all chat made my happineſs; or de- 


ſtroy d it. Vet in loſing you, 1 have at 
nad dhe * odiolition- ef ſoting no other 
fotbded in had ban urid alpine 60 


' fince if in the circle of her friends, Miſs 


Vernon hene cannot ſelett one worthy of 


haſten to releaſe you J vill have a diſ- 
could not claim; nor, from this moment 
ſhall you ever hear a profeſſion paſs: my 


ps, which, frigid as you are, yours may 
not anſwer. Tou are the only one who 
will think the ſacrifice little; yet when 
you remember, dear and charming Miſs 


whole univerſe cannot at preſent indem- 
| nify.“ 


® W 
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1e wy 
nify. The more than ſoriouſneſs with vie h 
he ſpoke, ſhock'd and affected me.—Tears 


from Obrien! 1 ſhould ſooner have ex- 


peRted incenſe.— A eder at the your 
reliev'dboth. 

That babbling blockhead; Sir 9 
Irwin 1. cried Obrien, turning peeviſhliy 


from the window. * To intrude now too! 


a fellow who thinks wiſdom lies in talking: 
and would fwear a dictionary the wittieſt 
book in the language, becauſe it contains 


moſt words.” This apoſtrophe on the cha- 


racer of Sir George, did not entirely a- 
gree with his former agitation; and only 
confirm d me in the opinion 1 had long 
entertain d of the extreme incongruity of 
Mr. 'Obrien's feelings. Sir George ens 
ter'd to prove the truth of his reflection; 


| and, after fatiguing me with che moſt 


prolix civility for a quarter of an hour, 
addreſt himſelf in terms of cold politeneſs, 
to Mr. Obrien, who fat wrapt in vrverie. 

700 Have 
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Have you ſeen Mr. . * 
bd the latter. 


e breakfaſted with, and left him but this | 
moment,” repliedthe Baronet ; nor ſhould 


I have done it now, had not 8 . 
ſineſs engag d him abroad. . 
Sir George is too | no = retort- 
ed Obrien, with one of his ſuppreſs d, cye- 
convey d ſmiles.— How goes on the pro- 
pos d alliance with Miſs Sutherland? 
5. will certainly take place.” 11 
« I am ſorry for it!” ſaid Obrien ab- 
rap). 
And why fo Sir 2 8 Sir George 
with no leſs warmth ; who felt his n. 
Piqued, at the implied contempt. 
- *+* Becauſe I think beauty a poor equi- 
| valent for talents and underſtanding. Erſ- 
kine was born for much higher pretenſions: 


and 1 am miſtaken if both his views and 


his genius are not_ infinitely more elevat- 
ed.” '—Sir George, whoſe eyes ſparkled 
between anger and fſatisfaRtion, could, I 

perceiv'd, 


© ow 


1 
0 


re 


| ſaid Sir George. 


— 


plrecls'd, have San him far one half 


of his ſpeech, had he, not . mortified at 


the other. 


Miſs Siitherland,” ee 1. +7 
I am aug has 3 a Oey and brilliant 


capacity.” 20 


4 N jr HR that watfes for wit, 


| becauſe it ſteals meaning from her eyes; 


but when you. know' Erſkine as well as I 
you will value him better. Indecõd 


roſity almoſt heyond any; but nen 
added he dryly— 
* You think theſe not ingredies f for,” 


Ils often held in reſerve for ene 
a conſtitution, or eſtate, when wit, ſpirit 
and gallantry have deſtroy d them. _ | 
this ſaid, he took his leave. 
* If Mr. Erſkine does wrong,” ſaid Sip 
George, after a pauſe, * that young man 
. L will 
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thought I.“ It is true he has wit, fpi- 2 
rit, and gallantry, continued Obrien, re- 
flection beyond his on years, and gene- ; 
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Will be the at of 9 Buy 1- 
beg pardon} to Miſs Vernon Þ believe be 
has the honor of being related.” 
„ „To met; ſaid F, rous d from a rede - 
rie at the ſound of his voice, no indeed: 
you remind me of aſking the favor of 
Mrs. Davenport's company. Our atten- 
tion way awaken d by a ſecond: rap at the 
door, and Mr, Erſkine... himſelf was an- 
nounc'd. I ſtarted 1 bluſh to:think how 
muck I ſtarted. Sir George lock d ex- 

tremely grave. 5 
9 thought you had: buſineſs Sir,” 4d 
be, as his friend was bn e 

pliments. 

The firſt of all buſineſs a Sir 
George!” return'd Mr. Erſkine laughing, 
tho he colour d between eme con- 
fuſion; 

I beg your pardon, ir l deres d the 
Ronen, with. 4 face that . him hot 
* Cath en 022 «. Nay: 
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\WNay;/no'gravity, my dear Sir George? 
can you be ſarpris'd we forget what is 


due to our friends, when we ſo little no- 


what is ſafeſt for ourſelves ? The good 
man, Who only” perceiv d Mr. Erſkine 
meant a compliment to me, without tho- 


roughly underſtanding what, gave him a 


vacant [mile of reconcifiation; and the 
ſervant entering the room, to inform me 


Mrs. Davenport' was engag'd, Sir George 


look dat his n and wifh d me e 


morning. 


I did myſelf the honor, the Fleafure, 


of waiting on Miſs Vernon, a faid Mr. - 


Erſkine, taking his ſeat near me, in or- 


der to receive her commands before 1 let 


out for the Continent.“ 
-« The honor Sir, is mine, return d J. 
* You will not flatter me ſo far as to 


Fay the pleaſure,” replied” he finifing ;— 


*tho* ſure either muſt be only 6 
I fear I have intruded; there is a gravi- 
ty, ſhall I ſay a politeneſs, in Miſs Vernon's 

L 2 behavior, 
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behaviour, that 3 every ſentiment, 
but the N with * I- waited * 
her.“ 

9 Upon my work Sir—1 fear, 1 am at 
a. loſs, . politeneſs!” repeated 1 incohe- 
rently ; and ſenſible. enough that he meant 
fei Naeh, tha he did not uſe the word, 
The elevated affability which digni- 


ſies ſome, minds, Madam, is hut too apt 
0 incapacitate thoſe who are accuſtom d 


to admire it, for the ceremonious polite- 
neſs of the world; which comprizes eve- 
ry thing, but that of which I can uy 


feel the loſs.” 


Mrs. Davenport 8 enter'd 10 
Were me. What have you done with 
. cried ſhe in ſurpriſe. 

© Really Madam I can't ſay—1 fancy 
be is gone,” ſaid 1, overwhelm! d with con- 
fuſion and anode, | n 

4 Without a carriage?” looking « ene. 

by thro” 8 window, ** 2 ſo dreadful 


a 


b 
4 
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Mr. Obrien, Madam,” return'd "' 
Penh, is better able to judge ſor 
imſelf, than any perſon can ſor him; J. 
leaſt of all, do not take the liberty of in- 
terfering 1 now look d thro* the win- 


uniting with the ſnow, made it wretched 
walking. She gave me 4 card, in the 


_ -anfwer to which ſhe wiſh'd my concur- 


'rence, and withdrew to write it. Mr. Ex- 
kine, who had remain'd for ſome time ſi- 
lent, now enquir'd when I heard of your 
health and Mr. Nugent's. 

If I was not the moſt diſintereſted 
ereature alive,” cried I, endeavoring to 
ſpeak gayly, I ſhould not extend my re- 
gard to the latter; ſince I fear that when 
Mr. Nugent gain'd a wife, I had the miſ- 
fortune to loſe a 5 


wth too! he has violent fore throat and | 
al „ 60 


dow, and ſa w for the firſt time, that it was 
indeed a moſt compleat cold thaw: which, 


' 
7 
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; 
| 

; 
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Eeunnot be generous enough to with. it.” 


the extending the deſire to myſelf, 1 


i 
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Probably fret the idea hat, by.doing 


honor to matrimony alſo, you mean ſhort- 
[ly toreturn the,onifiion,” replied ke laugh- 
ing: but when: I: remember bow. many 


ill regret an event, which can only make 


one happy, I may be ſelſſt, but certainly 


moment? but the eonverſation between 


Obrien and Sir George, had taken poſ- 


ſeſſion of my „ eee Wasp y 


EY ee Nl. 
„ fear d from the br 8 


truded,“ ſaid he riſing:—“ but if Mib 
Vernon euer knows, the powerful, the un- 


conquerahle temptation which has miſled 
me, I am ceriain I ſhall claim her patdort, 
But ſince to wiſh her happy is a form por 
liteneſs preſcribes, generality may forgive 


Hall certainly take the liberty of uniting 
| her 


7 7 


neee 
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her compliments with thofe of the family, 


to Miſs Sutherland; whom, during my ort 


ſtay in France, I ſhall have the 9 
of am 
He bow'd twice; and, dtdciving? 1 did 


not ſeem diſpos d to return his compli- 


ment, ad a n bow d and 


1 _ 


* r 


Wit, ſpirit A ne 4 are nl 
you ſee my dear, very ittproper for a huf- 
band in Mr. Obrien's acconnt; My. Obrien 
need not have faid it. But an unguard- 
ed frankneſs is one of his firſt merits; it 
would be therefore hard to wreſt it againſt 
him. Yet why did Mr. Erſkine, if he has 
real engagements, affront me by compli- 


in them? Why inſinuate his ort ſtay in 
France his merely ſeeing Miſs Suther- 


+ land !—or rather, why do I perplex myſelf 


with doubts, when one effort of my rea- 
fon might decide my fate, and give me 
L4 0 


ments that had even more chan gallantry = 
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ibn 1-Gnd this . . 
diſpos d; but conſtitutions like his are not 
Dcakly ſhakes. | I ſaw Lord Melroſs, paſs 
1 in Hy de-Park; and had indeed, 
| $f <a x ek Nothing I think can 
be more alter d: he ſeems even to have 
loſt the- defire of looking well; and, in 
the midſt of his ſtate, appear d but, as Lord 
Cheſterfield ſaid, © rehearüng bis funeral.” 
Lord Spenſer is return'd from Bath, and 
| look'd ſo like you, I was near — 
ho of re rd 


. >” 


My kindef compliments attend Mr. N 
En. | rpg 
| : þ by Vexox, 
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one you paid his wife; who, as ſhe is of 


f the heart aſſiſt you. 
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aint: XK 
M. e, 1 beg leave * 
you, will by: no means accept your 
kind complimentꝭ, . after: the very unkind 


an iraſcible diſpoſition, finds herſelf very 
maliciouſly: inelin d; on being - arraign'd = 
thus, and condemn'd without a: hearing. 
Lwill:not ſay love abſolutely: fhoils the mes 


. mory; but I vill certainly afſirm that it 


does not aſſiſt it; ſince, if you take the 
pains of examining, I' believe you will 
find you were my debtor ſome time paſt 
for. a letter. The inſanity of the head 
however, will ſave: the convicted crimi- 
nal, nor can a leſs plea than the 9 


—_ 


L 5 I 


26 E ROG Or 


1 erer a viſit from Lady Ames- 

bury wid her daughters, who are now at 
B-—, Edward was unfortunately from 
home, to the great mortification of the 
miſſes; who ſat, primming, and ſmiling, in 
expedtation of his entrance; not able I-be- 
| lieve, thoroughly to ſettle, whether it 

would be: an tub legs or four: and 7 
. much aftoniſh d ta the me wear guſt uch 
a.gown as themſelves, pay my compli» 
ments like the reſt of the world, and, fo 
far from addreffing, them in the language 
of. romance diſcuſs my houſe hold affairs 
They: had en me, they ſaid, from the 
Lord Chamberlain as bam, on the birth 
night, and were much delighted with my 
dreſs, tho they then little imagin d, they 
mould fo: ſoon have the honour of knou- 
ing me. Good ſoula ! this they call knows 
ing me! and then; they proteeded to ex- 
patiate on the advantages of happineſs over 
wealth, and all the „„ heroies 
natural 


os Ws 
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matura} to cher age: for the eldleſt, is not 
yet ſeventeen, and her fiſtets each 2 yeat 
younger. The Hewager, ho is the only 


part of the fwnily to whem I had the honot 


of having been inttodue'd; was the wi- 


dow of an eminent Merchant, who left 


her a fine jointute, and his girls ten thou 
land pounds each. She aſterwards married 


_ Sir” Themas Ameſbury; from whom 'the- 

is fince parted: If I may judge from het 
countenanee; ſhe is perſe ld ged. natur dz 
aud feems to have hut one fault in tire 


workt, that of fearing every body will 


think Her ſo: - To prevent-which ſhe is for 


ever reprimanding her | daughters when 
preſent, and ſteals every moment of theit 
abſence; to deſcribe the excellent order in 
hleh the young ladies are kept; whilſt 
i567 on the cntrary affure your fnamma 
dees het mean what he” ſays;“ and im- 
deed prove it; by doing what they pleaſe. 
iN ad 4 2 however, was by no. 
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means | an-eligible ſubject in che opinion 
ol her, Ladyſnip. To relieve her, I took 
up one ſhe had too much delicacy to ven- 
ure upon, and aſfur'd them, that, if- 7 
might be allow d to judge, happy as I was 
in the lot I had choſen, I thought the 
chances ſo much againſt every woman who 
decided .folely for -herſelf, that I. ſhould 
| ſcarcely again have courage to encounter 
thoſe anxieties I. had formerly felt; and 
ſhould one day evendread, leſt my children 
nnn de equally raſh, and leſs ſortunate. 
A life devoted to retirement,” conti- 

* 1. % 0 morning viſitors, or evening 

parties, an uncertain rank, an œconomical 

wie; no equipage, few ſervants, and few- 
er amuſements, is indeed a reverſe. reaſon 
may teach us to ſupport, and to which a 
even give charms ; but bold is the woman. 
who ſhall affirm her tenderneſs will be al... 
ways ardent; and ſtill bolder, ladies,” 


added I, ſmiling, 2 who affirms her 
huſband's 


Mead . 


eee viſitors, equipage, or parties, that 
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huſband's will always be ſo. 4a if h l 
vet, what ſhall, ſupply: ite place in her 
heart 7 Nay, even in her time? What. 


ſpleen, what languor, will pervade every 


hour! — How will imagination hang over 


the paſt, and double all thoſe ſacrifices. of 


which ſhe too late knows the value“. 


our Ladyſbip does nat then; ubs die 
whole, approve of unequal marriages,” cried. 


the good Dowager, brightening-at my pru- | 


dence ; 'whilſt, the poor girls found their 


I queſtion if a whole circulating-library 
could-rebuild- the e * wt ro- 


mance. 


Far a approving, 1 "highly. con- 


gem them Madam, - upon the whole,” re. 


turn d I, qualifying in my turn: unleſs. 


wahl the. conſent of relations. But when 


you remember, ladies, What my . reaſon... 
=—_ offer d; think how ſtrong is the impulſe 
of my heart, which, alive to ſuch objeRis.. 


Vis. 7455 s ons, 
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ons / dares 'yet-avow - 1 
tentec but; happy.”- And here; while tbe 
daunſels were debating what anſwer they 
mould -offer; Edward made his appent- 
ance d ſome diſtance on the n if 
lawn wo” net RI * an irre · 


" n — eee fellow, * 
eriod Mie Harfiet, Narting up. 48 N. 


Indeed Ladies you have mifnam ' a 
mere ruſtie, that is Mr. Nugent “ 
Mr. Nugent, Mr. Wen 
| Head ——— ma, We pes rout 
wal” 
f ae vet — es 
declar'd or vow'd, each wiſely kept to her. 
fell, and Edward in 4 moment, was in the 
parlour. AM!” thought J, looking at him 
wich delight, ·cheu art come to overturn 
all the maxims of thy ſage wife !“ for 1 
never ſaw him more perfectiy charming 
AI was going te add; that however, is 
9 word for & man at beſt, and 
% abſolutely 
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abſolutely ſhocking for; a huſband. be 
air had amprov'd; his complexiein, his eyes 
ſparkled:with. his chtart, and bia hair juſt 
which marks the gentleman. He fatigued 
himſelf with bowing to the nymphs,” who: 
coutteſy d, and courteſy'd, and: courtely's 
again; as if they would bave comvey'd an 
awe; no language had words for. The con- 
verſation that follow ch ia not warth relating. 
unleſs I could extract his part of it from 
the reſt... Mine I eemminted to my ocher 
ſelf; too well ſatisfied to hear, io be Jo- 
quacious ; and the ladies, highly pleas d, 
departed, with, many invitations to become 
more neighbourly, and another profuſion 
of compliments. 


I have thaw'd Edward's ice into writing 
again to Mr. Erſkine, in a ſtyle, which, 
tho“ not abſolutely familiar, I think in- 
vites a friendſhip and confidence I ſhall 
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| be: ſurpri d to ſee wich · held. Some au- 
chor happily ſays; chat the Engliſm are 
vnrm friends, but diſtant. acquaintance.” 
And this ſeems: to be the caſe with our 
gentlemen ; who-1I, believe; have: as high 
an eſteem for each other, as any two gen- 
tlemen; can have. L am ſorry Mr. Erſ- 
kine is obliged to. 80 10. Franco, but do 
r, Noone: 
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THAT P: fenige inopariog creatures 
V. my dear are theſe ment can you 
ſuppoſe been bus really thrown himſelf 
into a fig of ſickneſs? Ahl if women were 
equally e eee 
maſt een bluſh o mate A tl 41 
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Mrs. 8 . ind berdebs 


ed me to. viſit him. How inconſiſtent a 
ſtep; would that be, (without reverting to 
its impropriety) after: the formal renun- 
eiation that has taken place betweeen us! 
and for what purpoſe? Since I cannot ſup- 
poſe, like the princeſſes of romance, I can 
reſtote health wich a look. Vet that I fee] 
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— for him, Heaven is my. witneſs ! 
nor will thy thind*be—thdroughly at peace, 


till he is well. As to his aunt, the is ab- 


ſoimbly miſerable, and has pre dom d him 
already, from foie wonſenſ ſhe dreamt 2 


week ago; ſhocking enough ; for it broke 
my reſt} mereiy on the recital ; which ſhe, 

:46;ulugl, gave un bu dhe futcectling orn. 
ing After tormenting me with aſking my 
1 apini0n of every phyfirian of 'tinimence I 


new, ſhe at lift tall'd in one I never faw 


Wees with whom ſhe 1 WP ne- 
I tell batch ef dhe be: 2 
municated ta me, — _ * Ws her 
83 
01 5 e 
ſeeing him dan be of very little conſe- 
chat his complaint ariſes from vexation; 
yet the doſtor ſays it is fo; Mrs. Davenport 
— &, and aH d that 
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Af aſſiſting to deſtroy, - Reproach obtrudes 
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few falſe hopes, which I might lb to. | 


myſelf the - powdh of overthfowitg When 
he is re-eſtabliſh'd, would do more for 


believe; becauſe he loves every thingipaſ- 


ſionately, that he doves at all. Vet by whit 
ꝓprivdlege do the: nien-think at eaſier for us 


io ſuppreſiditakie than for them to cr 


affe@ion/-Diſtafte ! | ® vas too firong a 

term; at leaſt an. the preſent ſuuation of 
my viind, all terms appear ſo-. With what 
different eyes do ve view out conduct to 


thaſe who ane well, even-tho' ſufßering, and 


to thoſe hem we have the remoteſſ chance 


apon-me, tho' I think I ſtand acquitted af 


guilt, But never my dear, will I again 
enter into conditional engagements, | or 


e "ga . en — 


well. = 
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r bis 4 Ever your * is Terk 
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him, an a the feht * ade 
ſo, and, that he loves me paſſionately 1 
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CT Wnt of thoſe by 
whom it is offer d, is perhaps the only one 
we can with pleaſure receive. A gene- 
Tour heart may be gratified, without being 
dup d by it, and: find. its virtues leſs weak- 
en d, than ſupported, by. the ideal excel- 
F e en * 
eggs ; b 

1 me! to — Gr eke 


48 


region of 


A et Ian condemn d 
to remain, till the zephyrs condeſcend to 
_ curl the billowy'more. favourably, and waft 
me to the oppoſite ſhore ; ſoon, I hope, 
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9 258 me bück ägain- 6 
ſtate of my father's health, tho it has pre- 


vipitated-my journey, will not allow of a 


long abſence; and I have a powerful mo- 
uve for wiſhing to return. '- What you have 
heard of the propoſals reſpecting Miſs 
Sutherland, is undoubtedly true. It is: 
my misfortune to have a friend to whoſe 
heart I might truſt every thing, but whoſe 


judgment perpetually falls into the com- 


mon error, of ſuppoſing that which is cal- 
culated to make him happy, will be equal-- 
ly, deſirable to all others: an error ſo ge- 
nerous that we cenſure it with regret, and 
know: not how to correct, tho we ſuffer 


by it. Sir George Irwin, accuſtom'd to- 
conkiter: me in the moſt partial point of 
view, thinks he has choſen, in Miſs Suth- 


erland, the only woman I ought to chuſe.. 
Nor has it once occur d to him that; of 
many I have view'd with admiration, one 
120 have een 4 moons!" An: unfor- 


1 2 Oh 


tuner keur-dficonviiiek einltbtiam induce! 
ech him to opem his views to Lord Somer- 

ſet, and my father was made a party in- 
| them ere I-know ſuch vere: form d. Phe 
ſcheme hackt been before a matter of pri- 
vate debatr; by ene: fide! it was'cagerty 
adopted, and at length: ſettled in a manner 
ſatisſactory to all. I alone had the vexati- 
on of finding. myſelf engag d, at the hourof 


my whole liſe uhen I had leaſt deſir d it; or, 


toſpeak more openly, vhenany engagements, 
not immediately dictatod by: myſelf; muſt 
fin me with regret. To Sir George, F was 
ſtlent; fince to ſhew him that ſolhjeitude on 
ſome points, amounts to offieiouſneſs, was 
an indelicacy-I. could neither ſhock. him, 
nor myſelff by being guilty of. TO Bord 
Melroſfs, duty, and reaſon; demanded I 
ſhoulth be more explicit; but, by a pecu- 
| Harity: of ill · ſortune, P diſcover di that the 
woman: fromiwhomy if T know my own 
heart, iu future pains: andi joys are to 
ing, had fo far offended him (tho un- 
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. cious or trifling; in- not- offering to Miſs 


Innen oy 


conſcigully) by 2 negle@ of gallaniries 
il-fuited to bis age, that ſhe was the laſt 
he would hear of. Expoſtulation upon an 
offence not granted; tho obvious, was 
impoſſible: and 1 had the additional mor- 


cation of refleQing, that the very eir- 


cumſtance which had funk ber in kis opini- 
on, : muſt unavoidably raiſe her in min-. 


To demand, 1 was not entitled; but to 
with - hold, is 6 privilege of which no tie 


oan dehrive - us, | We parted therefore 
without reſentment on his fide, or com- 


phance- on mine, and never renew'd the 
ſubject tin che hour when he gave me 
packets to- deliver to Miſs Sutherland 
If. therefore Þ ſhould be thought capri- 


Vernon thoſe profeſſions I intruded upon 
Lady Helen, lee ber Ladyſhip' aetept my 
juſtiſi cation. have indeed another mo- 
tive for ſilence, of which 1 eannot think 
without pain, tho''reaſon- forbids my ex- 
cluding it, | 

Lady 
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0 - Lady Heltn is probably inform d, chat 
from the time 1 quitted France, I bore 
my mother's name, tho ignorant from 
whom I derived it, and not very ſolici- 
tous 10 dive into a ſecret, I ſear d might 
be diſgraceful. At nineteen, I went a- 
broad; and having imbib'd at the univer- 
ſity, more taſte for the army tlian the 
gown, was indylg'd by Lord Melroſe, with 
a commiſſion on my return. Accident, 
ſoon after that return however, put into 
| mother... Llcarn'd-with-pride;-I had a legal 
claim on Lom Melrofs, and, with youthful 
enthuſiaſm; that it bad: coſt! one parent a 
life of miſery, and /tiuQur'd that of the 
other with diſgrace- I faw my mother in 
every amiable light -misfortune throws up- 
on her victims; and with a mad impetuo- - 
ſjty, reproach'd where I ſhould have ſooth- 
ed. The conſequences were obvious. 


The claims u father had once diſalo d 
be 
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he: continued 10>rejeR} and? I! gare "my 5 
ſelf up to pride and delpondency. 8 


my hümerous connexibns, J retain'd only 
Sir George Irwin, and Mr. Obrien.— 


The friendſhip of the former vas founded 
on that I bor̃e his ſon; ſimilitude of year 
(probably ſimilitude of follies,) attach'd me ; 
to the latter; who with capacity and judg. 


| ment ſink both in pleaſure, and gave me 


advantages over him, which tho” I could 
not flatter my ſelf I-ow'd to nature, I was. 
yet ſlatter d to poſſeſs. A ſtrong and ſu- 
perior genius often ſhone thro* his faults, 


and a faſcinating vivacity gave them luſtre. 


Our confidence was unbounded, and our 
attachment ſincere, To me he has ever 


been the ſame; but to kim/elf he is leſs 


juſt: and I have ſeen wich regret that 
his errors daily increaſe, nen virtues 
but linget in his heart. An abſurd idea 
of knowing the world has made him its 
dupe; his principles have been ſhaken 


before he was ſenſible of their value, and : 


Vol. I. M he 
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he will, II fear, become a | gambler: and 
A libertine only from the affeftation 
of mingling with both. His confidence 
in me, is now's habit he is not at the trou- 
ble of making off; for the world has in- 
troduc'd its corruption, and he has ceas d 
10 love, tho not to eſteem me, from the 
him : wWhilſt I on the contrary, without eſ- 
teeming kim, continue to love him. His 
attachment to Mils Vernon, as it preced- 
ed mine, would be a claim upon my ho- 


nor, had he not farſeited it by little artifi- 


ces unworthy. of either. He has endea» 
vored to convince me that ſhe is light 


and capricicus, gowern d rather by vanity 
than feeling, and tho bound by ſerious 


engagements to him, yet weakly deſirous 


Ol inſpiring ſentiments, the has neither in- 


clination or power to-gratify.. Lady He- 
len did me the höher to comſute the 
charge, it is true: yet fo. oſten and ſo po- 
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whom my heart is already _—— 


have ſome circumſtanets torfirm'd it, that 
belief ſanity fuſpended, and ſcarte allows 
me to efedit that even the impettioßty of 
pafhon culd ditctate ſo confiſtet a dus 


Pheity. duphelt) equally remote From 
the tenor of his character, and uſele 


in its effect. For what, but circumſtance, 
can eonfite"the- elognence of that ſou], 


which ſpeaks in the lovelieſt of all forms? 


Such is; however the conſequence of allo= 
ciating with thoſe who are not juſt to v. 


thers, that the hour of trial ever leaves us 
uncertain whether they will be juſt to our- 


ſelves : and makes the moment when re- 


liance becomes neceſſary, the firſt proba- 
bly that gives birth to doubt. 


In thus minutely defcribing my ſituati- 
on, I have ſet aſide the forms of an ac- 
quaintance, and conſider d you as one to 
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gonviction of merit. Whom to be 
frank is to reſemble, and whom to eſ- 
teem is to confer honor on myſelf. Lady 
elen will do me the , favour of e 
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a en "Fiend: events I -have ſcaree courage 
t recollect? Alas! che unfortunate Obri- 
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ISERABLE; harraſs d, and — 
plex d: how ſhall I relate to my dear- 


8 © 
* 


en has only a few hours to exiſt,” and 


thoſe are to be devoted in a manner 1 


tremble to think of. Repeated informati- 
ons of his being worſe have reach'd me eve- 
ry hour ſince my laſt: a delirious fever, of; 
which 1 it appears was the conſtant odjekt, 
has even defeated thoſe viſits, I was twice 
urg'd .in unanſwerable terms, to offer; 
and the impoſſibility of his knowing me, 
has prevented even deceit from being of 


 fervice to him Mrs. Davenport, who has 


ſcarce ever quitted him, came home this 


| morning drown'd in tears, from a conſul- | 


\ e | tation. 
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I tas; Were eee ki 
caſe hopeleſs. 1 was urgent; (even to a grief 
like her own) with the doctor, to know, whe- 

ther he'thought bis illneſs. proceeded. from 

bis mind, or conſtitution ; fince, if to the 
former, there were no ſacrifices, no falſe- 
©: hoods, 0 which, 1, would: not ſtoop ? be 

- told me Wankly, dt Obrien bad been | 

N __ Gipking „„ . during che elee- 

en detmning with. Wan his _ 

F — cold by quiting ae abenge- 

|. en that fatal morning of the thaw, 

1  whielithad.; doubtleſs been the origin of 
aC- I was half Eee the declaration: 

- i d before the horrible one; of death; 

and I even beſought them to allow me to 

or xeheving him. The Doctor proteſted 
 ugainſt my going. as à fruitleſs effort ; and 
even Mrs, Davenport, no longer wiſh'd 
tt. Their oppoſition: but fatally. increas'd 
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2 * — theerial, would 


1 thought, produce a ſelfacquittance, - no 
other event in my whole life could effet. 


bauſted, it was not pofffſaie he ſhould ſee 


r AAA © ot 


ble deny d: che iden ef- his dilolution 


; and had been inform'd. of my arrivak— 


mEITTITITY „ 


Mrs. Davenport at length yielded; and with 
much perſuaſion, the Doſtor himſelf was 


| brought over. What à dreaty period was 
| that which:convey'd me War on 


He was ſenſible we were told; hut ſo:ex- 


us. I argued, I ſupplicated;: I vas not ta 


wich every faculty remaining to ae 


| humanity, was too horrible. PR Da. 


venport, at length, ventur d in, to prepare 
him; and in about a quarter of an hour, 

which ſeem'd whole ages, return'd with 
the information. that he was able to ſpeak,.. 


Trembling,. and leaning upon her, I en- 
ter d. Oh! my deat, well may we ſay 
* the preparation: i is lie exerutioner.” The. 


44% TRRORGS Or 


1 Genes; that prendil', the: feeble 
bly which: feem'd only admitted to mark 


| the utter excluſion of chearfulneſs and 


health, weaken'Grevery nerve and faculty. 


Vnable to peak ſat dow in a chair 
85 by the bedſide. He lob d at me in a ſi- 
lence that had ſomething ſo touching in 
it, that I involuntarily ftretch'd out my 


band, andcovering my face with the other, 
' burſt into tears. He took it, put it to his 
Ups, and ſighing as he held it there, ſtill 


temaim -d flent. I would have ſpoken 10 


him, 1 even made an * but it Wen 
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„Be leſs kind; Madam,“ ſaid” ks, ina 
voice ſo hollow 1 abſolutely ſlarted, un- 


leſs you would make me forget the reſpeci 


IJ owe you. But if I ſhould——you vill. 


hs: my offences in my grave. 4 


I had no anſwer but tears, and he was 


| Kei ſilent. Pardon me, added he at 
length, I diſtreſs you! theſe however, 
5 | .  "_ 
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are the firſt tears you ever ſhed 1 me — 
—and will be the laſt.” © * 
7 1 had perſuaded myſelf, Sir,” return- 
ed I, in a low and tremulous tone, k 
had influence” enough F 
> _ ©" 8 To do what. Madam? to bid me NATE 
live, the objekt of your cold compaſſion ?7” 
To ſee your heart perhaps, imbibe fore ano- 
ther, a love like my own ?—No! it is 
theſe conſiderations, that have made deattt | 
even deſirable.” SIN 
"« Do you" then rejeQ my ſympathy ? E 
Oh Sir! judge of my eſteem, by my diſ- 
treſs,” And bitterly my dear, I wept. 
Nature, accident,” continued he ling- 
eringly; « a thouſand'circumtances might 
have effected what imprudence and love, 
have only haſten'd.—It is not you who 
deſtroy me -n check d my. hopes—y0u 
prohibited my tenderneſs. —IF, in the mad- 
neſs of diſappointment, 1 ſought death, 
the crime and the . 2 are 175 
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* orie cine Fr,” laid I eageriy, and 
impreſs 'd witha horrikſe, and vague fear, 
Heaven only is the judge; but believe the 
"74 puniſhment mutual at leaſt ; rather would 


1-1 Ropt, hefitated, anti po flee, 
Habe ſacrificed” yourſelf 10 the phren- 
8 ol defire,” added he. *< Generous Miſs 
Vernon! no!—ſclfth; impalſion'd, as 1 
was, had 1 ld 1 could not have conſeni- 
ed to 3 . he 
ſtopt in turn. E ; 
1 fear ty 19 ie inmpid Me 
' Dayenport. 
Fe foxe me, > fart is Madam. * 3 4 
ſations, of which no being can judge till 
they feel them, proclaim-every effort fruit 
Jefs. Yet how greatly would it ſoften, 
what nothing can avert——to call you 
| wel wlged be graiping my hand feebly; 
te hold this yalued, this beloved. 
pledge, at che moment when nature ling- 
ers upon your idea 4A combination of 
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that threw me into a univerſal Nee 


be deny d. 


INNOCENCE. op 


. Paſſive; Ufcleſ? anock Took d round with 
unutteruble - anguiſh; for ſome fortunate 
intervention, that migin fpare me the pain 
of: reſuſuig, or the full greater pain of 
granting. No being however: articulated 
aword and a cruel; an immeaſurable ſi- 
lence, as length laid on n _ _— | 


ene 


Thus ſituated Sir, ad, «is ould! 
be madneſs to attempt 
<«. Madneſs l“ repeated het vich à ſtart 


„Which ? What 2? 
Be calm] replied ſcaring ho would 


relapſe. into phrenzy. - / 


Non no, no, you: hateme- ange. 
abhor my very idea. . 

3 11 thought! n 1; 1 vel af 1 
ſured by ever eye preſent,” that he was 
really relapſing. ( it would ſoathe;”—again - | 
reluctantly, tremblingly 1 Kaps, ici: Ab 
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My name,” continued be in un inward 
and convuls'd tone, is mne that | 
you reſolve. not to aſſume it 

No 1 do not reſolve. "—Alas! my 
dear, I ſcarce remember what follow'd ; 
tears, phrenzy, evety thing horrible; till 
at length, enſeebled by doubt; and diſtraft- 
ed with Ho een, I — a in 
cane "412 ee 
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' Exhauſted 4 by converſation, [Me Obii- | 
en fainted; and I was dragg d home, to 
linger out a miſerable hour before” the ce- 
remony is is perform d. Mrs. Davenport, 
urg d by my ſolicitations, is however again 
pride to endeavour either to diſſuade 
him from inſiſting on the promiſe at 
all, or to defer its execution for ſome time” 
atleaſt. | During that delay * 
horrid thought |— * 
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£1917 dd 101192 114 Eleven o Clock.” 
--Altho'> I had given the ftrifeſt orders 
to exclude every one, young Davenport, 
on the preſumption of his name, has been 
admitted: I recounted to him the eir- 
cumſtances of my | diſtreſs; at which he 
vonder d with the vacant air of a man of 
the world; and obſerv'd to me, that by 
a union ſo haſty, I might ruh the häzard 
of loſing two-thirds of my fortune; or at 
leaſt, from my unprotected ſituation, of hav- 
ing it litigated; and propos 'd that a Lawy- 
er ſhould inſtantly draw up ſome deed of ſet- 
tlement. To this it was neceſſary.” Mr. 
Obrien's name ſhould be added: but our 
doubts of the poſſibility was a ſtrong objec-" 
tion, and the aſking it, an indelicaey ſo” 
ſtrange, to minds unaccuſtomꝰ d to buſineſs; . 
that it was not to be got over. I fort- 
nately recollefted the deed to Davenport 3 
I had formerly declin'd, which anſwer's 
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every purpoſc of a feultmeng; and only 
Vanted. the -fignature to comgleat it. He 

F 
— Mrs. Davengort is not yet 1 
perhaps U am already freed; and: Obri Y 
exiſia no: more. I. en the contrary, the- 
ſactifiee of a moment; ſhould become that 
of a life. if he dd recover l.— ur 
we is-here:. R 
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Als! have no polkbilhy oft elenp 
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an that would be immediately fatal, mult 
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have been prudent ; Þut 19 xecede. wauld - 
be barbarity. Moſt heavily do. 1 go .- in 
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"With a bear char be dae 


told he lodges, was there: and, With an 
indeſcribable ſenſation of horror, I perceĩ- 
ved he had been reading the prayers for 
the fick. Poor Obrien, lulbd I imagine, 
by the ſound of his voice, was in a fort 
of inſenſibility, tat partgak at once of 
death and ſleep. The curtain was between 
us, yet I. could bear him murmur ſeme- 
- thing inwardly, andr/wdiſtinfly, accom- 
pany d with half ſtarts and ſighs. In one 

ol theſe he wak d, and as the wildneſs of 
his manner gave little hopes of ſenſe, M. 
Davenport 


a, 


proach'd him, ſhall 1 acknowledge the 
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ort made benen es e erde 


8 nn ſhe onte more endeavour d to amufe | 


or Grade him, —1 was too much touch'd 
however, with what paſs'd, long to carry 
on the deception, and the fatal | ceremony | 
at length 'commenc'd. It was confirm'd 
by tears. compos d of every painful ſenti- 
ment of "the Heart, and we ſeparated, too 
much agitated on either fide for word 
He has linee relapſed into drowſineſs, and 
Furie till be awakes; uncertain whe⸗ 
cher to return, or ſee him once again;— 
He has ſent to ſolicitthe latter, and ure 
found himſelf much reliev'd from ur | 
once more able to e e 
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In what terms,” cried. he as. F ap- 


ineſtimable gift yon have confer d on 
me?—Oh! had it but been earlier but 
wy nge a happineſs thas, had 1 liv'd, 'T' 

20 5 ſhould 
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erifice- was bows why Wee ie will — 
* 1 uber even beyond 


but a poor and deſplcable return for this" 
graſping my hand, yet demands your ac- 


5 ceptance. It is eons => 5 ben d, 
and Atteſtecl E e ee 


nd why Mr! — yo ras 
- :* Queſtion me not,“ return he, wit 
a ſaddend impatience. MV did 1 ds 


| — m e e dat for 
you??“ $6113 9859 2341 Bt (9068 
"© Ab Sir ps - cried tibinowig plan 


| my knees by him, 15 diſtreſs me not further 
eitker by your tenderneſs or gerietolity. 
* Fortune has been ſufficiently Kind to me; 


andiyou have many relations in Ireland. 
_ |*Theyrars- above-receiving-any thing 
Madam, both by rank end pride.” My 


-aunt I won not e there.—But why 
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lence from its taſk, \ Years, of youth and 
pleaſure: auend u. Venn when my eye 
will, no longer fellow you wich apprehen- 
kenßon or delight. Net baſore you live 
to the world, can, you conſent to live one 
month to, we? I aſk» but one month; as 
that houſe I purchas d ſo len near Rich- 
mand, and where L bad vainly ſworn to 
ſontet vu unconſcious of an event 
3 Ai 
ane, is — only one tht remains rome. 
mw... 
9 „ Trifing facrifee.!” led I n 

_ ©, which friendſhip might have demanded.—— 
_ - promiſe, I ſwear to yon t comply. 
He kiſed my hand; and, fighing moſt pro- 
ſoundly, relapa d into a heavy and death - 


_ _  eulating ſentences. to himſelf. I remain d 


near him à conſiderable. time, during tho 
dun pan af which. * 
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| make fuch explanations, as, Mag ba narf: 
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udn band ber did ſpeak; and at 
laſt ſaffer'd me to go, without appearing 


ſenſible 1 did ſo. M. Davenport; ac» 


companied! me home, and ſemd much 


pleas'd en bearing. the requeſt. be had 


ma my ; retiring. to Richmond; an 

in to would eicher oblige me 
phat hat it ia hetter ſhould 
be. underſtood. | She berſelf remains, 100 


ſary, and zuend 1 the. laſt melenchely 
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Fuse duties are all that remain. The 
companion of our gayer hours is forever 
withdrawn, and nothing is leſt ei all chat 
inexhauſtible flow of health and ſpirits, (as 


ve once thought them,] but a form we 


an e t view 
. Davenport! 


3 
5 Dubenport! "Obvient what's defblation in 
74 —— . thro* ties 
s ſender, Where is the ſt * 1 chat ſhall 
, fupport us when n quert chro,” xs 
bre of the beat wheri every hope, A 
—— vo one objeA, leave” 
; 3 I half af — W1 we 
2 dme 9 n many bh 1 4 a 
n death are thoſe Aa young mind 
| —_ but*melantholy obſervation,” con- 
| vince them of that gloom, which, with- 
drawing every colouring of romance and 
| gaiety, leaves no idea but of A world be- 
yond- our ae EWA" 
bone ee 


+des Ehvengtic aud eee 1 
thould . leave town to- morrow morning: 
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. folicitous about that) bad Tent. „ 
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ſuppoſitjon of my complying with his re- 
queſt, with all the impetuoſity of ſickneſs, | 
lich having but dhe biegt, ig even pet 


to Winbrook with directions, and 
rs. Davenport has undertaken, all mat 


ters here. — His donation; of whateyer Day 
ture it is, I ſhall certainly cancel; for 


never will 1 take advantage of the tend⸗ ; 
erneſs or generoſity; of, any diſpoſitignto 
mn itſelf... And his relations, will 
doubtleſs reſpe&t but little, the memory 
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At Richmond 1 ſhall have no employ- 


ment but writing; till Mrs. Davenport's 


arrival, which cannot be under a week; 
and on our return to town, 1 dope 10 


take poſſeſſion of the houſe, ſo long talk d 


of: tho the innumerable delays that have 


N chriſtmas, nnn 
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| Ub is elieve boat bil geht vppoles 
l. 'How' many: wies, wilt there ino 
kntariy bring back Obrien to my mind, 
— pin thoſe hours," in wich the 
finguine espekiatzom of youth," ftw no- 
Hhing'bitt-gatety, and Happineſs. © He hat 
was fo billy, "16 trowblfimdy dfcious, as 1 
Due Lee eren, . - Ae how 
ome med. l e Aueh was 
before 10 brittkine, ſeen "thro" their prif: 
matic influence, reſodves ittelf inte Its 
bel colours, an no longer 'daztting the 
oye „ eee 
ee Fin, F 
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eme der in he interim. bow much 1 
want that amifemenc, frtendihip only can 
afford, — op 19194 269 060 Bar 
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- Mulberry-Mount. + 
A Sufpicion of the moſt terrible nature, 
induces me to ſend this by expreſs. + 
Edward ſhould have brought it, had I not 


till lives, (and my heart forbodes he does) 


the life of one muſt have been the forfeit 
of his treachery. Oh! my dear, my too 
noble and generous friend, where hag. your 
caution flept 7 What fatal ſenfibility, what 
treacherous benevolence has ſacrificed you 
to villainy and art —If it is not ſo, let 


my meſſenger return, inſtantly return: he. 
has my orders to deliver this into no _. 


hands but your own. I write with a 
perturbation, words can neither deſcribe, 
Ox ſilence. At any rate, let the man come 
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* Hack dir direBtly, for, till he; does, all vil be 
apprehen jon, in the boſom 
af your | 
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